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LEXIPHANES, 

A 

DIALOGUE. 

Imitated from L u c i a n, and fuitcd to 
the prefent Times. 

BEING 

An Attempt to reftore the English Tongue 
to its ancient Purity, 

And to correct, as well as ex|>ofe, the affeded Style, 
hard Words, and abfurd Phrafeology of many late 
Writers, and particularly of 

Qur English Lexiphanes, the Rambler. 

J Whofe ordinary rate of Speech, 
In Loftinefs of Sound is rich i 
A Bafyhnijb Dialed, 
Which learned Pedants much affedl : 
It is a parti-colour'd Drcfs, 
Of patch'd and py-bald Languages • 
'Tis Engliih cut on Greek or Latin ^ 
Like Fuftian heretofore on Saiifl. „ 

• H'JOIBRAS. 



The Fourth Edition, ccnu'^ced. 
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'./-r.vj^^^ER FROM LENOX, 



( lii ) 
To the Right Honourable 

GEORGE, 

LORD LYTTELTON. 



My Lord, 

ON looking round me, throughout 
the world, for fome diftinguiflied 
charadler, to whofe protedion and fofter- 
ing care, I might commit the following 
performance, which ftands {b greatly in 
need of it, not only as it is the pro- 
duction of a namelefs author, but be- 
caufe it combats many inveterate preju- 
dices of the age and nation we live 
in, and likewife attacks fome reputa- 
tions eftabliftied fo firmly in the opi- 
nions of mod men, that they may 
be thought in no danger from, ^xv^ ^ X 
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/could think of no one to whom 1 could 
addrefs, it with fo much propriety as to 
your Lordfbip. And thiit for feveral 
reafons. In the firft place, your Lord- 
fhip is the beft knd hkppiefl: imititorj 
of Lucian our nation has yet produced^ 
and you have, with a peculiar felicity, 
hit off the natural air and turn of his 
dialogue. In the next place, of a learn- 
ed and animated writer as your Lord- 
fhip undoubtedly is, you are the pu- 
refl and chafteft of any I know now 
living, and the remoteft from that af- 
feftation and Lexipbanicifm which are 
at once the difgrace and charaderif- 
tick of the age. Therefore it was raoft 
natural for me, aii humble follower of 
our own Common and great original, 
and a declared advocate for the purity 
and fimplicity of language, to pitch 
upon your Lordfhip for a Patron, who 
are the beft imitator of the one, or 
rather a moft beautiful original in a 
path he has only (hewn you, and give 

in 
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in your admirabk writings, the beft ex- 
ample of the other, 

,: But there was another confideration, 
vrbich at the time influenced me ^ven 
jmore than this, and made me think' 
'.the prefent addrefs, not only a matter 
; of propriety in regard to myfelf, but 
'.. alfo a fort of debt or atonement due 
.to your Lordfhip. I beg leave to ex- 
plain myfelf. I have been all my life- 
time very little converfant with authors 
that can ftri€tly be called modern -, (for 
even Swift is now to be looked upon as 
a kind of ancient) and I reckon it my 
great happinefs to have been fo. I had 
indeed heard, for who that dabbles in 
books has not, ^f the EXCELLENT 

.',E AMBLER, the Great Mr. S / 

. y -n ; I had likewife feen his vo- 

.lumes on a bookfeller's counter, or a 
friend's table, and had fometimes taken 
them up with an intent to perufe 
a paper or fo, but was never able to 
go through the tafk ; for being ijrefexvtr 
: . * a 3 M 



Ti DEDICATION. 

ly difgufted with the pedantry and af- 
fedtation in every page, I could UQt • 
help throwing them down with a cqA^f-t 
tempt and indignation, which, ffc^^f;.". 
haps, the defefts of the language ex-^-. 
cepted, might be very undeferved. Aty. 
laft, during a long voyage at fea, .% 
when I had accefs tp no other Engli^^^ 
books but what I had been long ai6^ 
quainted and very familiar with, ex-';- 
cepting the Ramblers which happenedl^- ; 
accidentally to i>c on board, in order to: 
divert the idle and folitary hours un^-v. 
avoidable in that fort of life, I was in jj •' 
manner obliged to read them, whi^^?!v 
accordingly I did with great care ahA^^'v 
attention. I immediately perceivecf^v ^ 
and was very forcibly ftruck with thc''» ; 
ftrong refemblance there fubfifts bei^^r ?^ 

tween Mr. J n'scharafter,andth^-j'j 

of the Limoufm fcholar in Haijelafi^ V~ 
and of Lexiphanes in Lucian. ; And i •;' 
concluded, that an imitation' of^. tile 
latter would be admirably >^eUv.toited..v 
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to expofe that falfe tafte and ridiculous 
manner of writing ; and that it might 
alfo be of eminent ufe to letters, by de- 
crying that abfurd Lexipbanick ftile, 
which from the great and univerfal re- 
putation this Pedant enjoyed, I reafon- 
ably imagined had become falhionable 
among us, and might, in a ftiort time, 
bring on art entire decline and cormp- 
tion, nay, a total alteration of our lan- 
guage, as had been the cafe with die 
Roman tongue under the Emperors. 

Therefore, as fooh as I had an oppor- 
tunity, I fet about the following work 
with all the diligence and application I 
was matter of. In the courfe of it, be- 

fidesMr. J— n's, I carefully perufed, 

it may fafely be faid, for the firft time, 
what other modern writings came in 
my way ; and I generally found them 
more or lefs Lexipbanick in proportion 
to the fliare of fame and reputation 
their feveral authors enjoyed. I now 
recollected, that your Lordfhip had 
a 4 ^\\\.\s.w 
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written Dialogues of the Dead^ in imi- 
tation of LiKian, and that I had heard 
them highly applauded. I hope yoiB* 
Lordfliip will forgive me, for I can 
hardly forgive myfelf, if I concluded^ 
not having then read them, that thoft 
$ppkufe$ might be owing^ partly to 
their amhor's quality aftd e^calted fta-^ 
tion, but much more to their Lempba^ 
nicifm^ or being written in compliance 
with the reigning tafle of the timec. 
I was ambitious, like the young Afca- 
niufi, who, hunting with his father 
Eneas and Dido, 

— Daria pecora inter inertia votis 
Optat "aprum, aut fulvum defcendere 
monte leonem. 

I thought your Lordfhip would be a 
much nobler objeft of Criticifm, than 

even the great Mr. S / J -n^ 

and if I fhould be able to extradl a 
Bhapfody from the Dialogues^ as eafily 
as from the Ramblers^ at leaft I hoped 

to 
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to have the occafion of referring to 
them frequently in the notesj and mak- 
ing rhetorical fiduri/bes on their au- 
thor, who profpffing to imitate Lucian, 
had fo imperfe6tly ftudied that great 
original, and fo little prpfited by his 
excellent Dialogue of Lexiphanes, and 
his ^miraMe ^E|Iay on the"beft man+ 
ner of writing hiftory. 

With fiich views, and with fiieh ex-^ 
pedtations, I iipinedlately had reeourfe 
to your Dialogues, Eut it mm not 
Jong before I foufixi myfetf gre^y Mr 
appointied, and didapp^t^d in a raoil 
5tgreeable mamner. Inftead of being 
dble to fliow thenx, paidon tb^ f«ecr 
4om of the lexpr^flion, as ^ fort of foaiie- 
<:r9w orteawn, warding for oth^r^ to 
^vpid ^km^ faulfls ; I pereeiy^ed th^ 
were a model of imitation, a pfitterji 
fs>r all to fj5)Jlow i ftr>ci wm foonjnade 
ftnfifefte, I i^yft extent nay^^f : ^^^i rfi 
beooming ^ difta^^t and hufl;iWe jogitar- 
toT of Mi autljoir, whoni, t)u^ i^ jCesy 
a 5 \\aw\% 
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hours before, I thought to have made 
the objedt of my criticifms. 

But if this were a finall mortification, 
it was foon followed by a much more 
fenfible pleafure. If I could not expofc 
your Lordfliip's writings as a warning 
to others^ I found I could do what was 
much more for my purpofe, fupport 
my own opinion by their great and 
unqueftioned authority. The paflage 
I have in view, is fo appofite to the fob' 
je<5t in hand, ♦ and coincides fo entirely 
with my own (entiments,, that I can- 
not refill the temptation of quoting it, 
notwithftanding it may be thought 
fomewhat improper in an addrefs to 
your Lordlhip. It is in the Dialogue 
between Pliny the Elder, and Pliny the 
Younger, where the uncle fays to the 
nephew ; 

*^Your eloquence had, I thiirfc, 

." the fame fault as your manners : it 
" was generally too affeHed. ^ You 
** profefled to make Cicero your guide 

and 
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*^ and pattern. But when one reads his 
*^ Panegyrick upon Julius Caefar, and 
** your's upon Trajan, the firft feems the 
*' genuine language of truth and nature, 
" raifed and dignified with all the majefty 
*' of the moil fublime Oratory : the lat- 
** ter appears the harangue of a florid 
** Rhetorician more defirous to Jbine^ and 
** to fet off his own wit, than to extol 
" the great man whofe virtues he was 
*' praifmg." 

The other makes the following an- 
fwer ; 

I will not queftion your judgment^ 

either of my life or my writings. 
*' They might both have been better, 
*' if I had not been too folicitous to ren- 
** der them perfe<ft. It is perhaps, fome 
*' excufe for the affedtation of my ftile, 
** that it was the faftiion: of the age in 
** which I wrote. Even the eloquence of 
** Tacitusj however nervous^ and fublime, 
** was not unaffefted; Mine, indeed^ 
^ was more diffufe, and the ornaments 
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*' of it were more tawdry ; but his la- 
" boured concifenefs, the conftant glow 
" of hisDiftion, and pointed brilliancy of 
" his fentences, were no lefs unnatural. 
" One principal caufe of this, I fuppofe 
" to have beent, that as we defpaired of 
*^ excelling the two great niafters of 
" Oratory, Cicero and Livy, in their 
** own manner, we took up another, 
" which, to many, appeared more Jbintng^ 
" and gave our compofitions a more ori- 
*' ginal air. But it is mortifying to me^^ 
" to fay much on thisfubjeft. Permit me 
** therefore, to refume the contemplation 
" of that on which our converfation 

*' turned before." 

And here I am forry the nature of 
the fubjedl, which is the famous erup- 
tion of Vefuvius, wherein the Elder 
Pliny loft his life, prevented your pro- 
ceeding any farther. It might, indeed^ 
be a mortifying theme to the Panegy* 

rift 
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rift of Trajan, but furely it could not 
befo to the noble author of the Per- 
fian Letters, who had in them (hewn 
fo fine a tafte, and given fo many 
illuftrious examples of the natural and 
£mpie ilyle. I regretted then, and my 
Lord, I ftill do regret you had not made 
it the fwhjed of an entire Dialogue. It 
is well worthy of your mafterly pen^ 
and befides, you might have rendered 
it needlefs for an unknown, and what 
nmqh worfe, an inferior hand to- mi- 
dertake if. 

And yet I doubt, whether^ upon fe- 
ix>nd thoughts, your Lordflbip's man- 
ner l?e fo well fuited to the adver^ries 
you would have to cope wnthal. For 
ijeKeve me, as there is not in natiure a 
vainer, k jiiore lelf-fufficient and con- 
ceited, fo there cannot be a more un- 
feeling animal than a veteran Le^i- 
pbanes. His fen&tions are naturally fo 
dull and obtufe, that 1 c^'^ftxoTL tonxOcv 
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if he would be in the leaft aflfedted by the 
nice touches of your Lordftiip's delicate 
and refined rsiillery, fo much like that of 
Addifon, and of which you have given 
fo Beautiful an illuflration as well as exam- 
ple in the admirable dialogue between 
Swift and him. Nay, you have already 
determined this article againft yourfelf ; 
for in theclofe of that dialogue, where you 
affign their different provinces to thofe two^ 
rival witSy you would have *^ Addifon* 
employed in comforting thofe whofe delin- 
eate minds are dejedled with too painful a 
fenfc of fome infirmities in their nature ;^ 
and held up to them this fair and charita- 
ble mirrour, which would bring to their 
fight their hidden excellencieiS, and put 
them in a temper fit for Elyfium." And 
this indeed feems to be the humsme and. 
benevolent purpofe of your Lordfhip's. 
work. Wheteas to Dr. Swift you " allot 
* Dialogues of the Dead, page 3Z. 

the: 
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the talk of humbling the arrogant Hero, 
the vain Philofopher, and the proud Bi- 
got." But I believe your Lordftiip will 
agree with me, that the bard back of the 
petulant overbearing Pedant requires as 
much as any of the other charadters, the 
fevere lalhes oi that rod^ which draws blood 
at every Jirqke. It is for this reafon, fup- 
ported by your great authority, and per- 
haps from a more cogent one ftill, its 
being better adapted to my own temper 
and difpofition, that I have chofen the 
rough and coarfer manner of Swift^^ or 
rather Lucian. 

But to return from thisdigreffion^ which 
cannot be altogether impertinent, asmoft 
of it is taken from your Lordfliip^ I 
muft add, that I no fooner found myfelf 
deceived, in fiippofmg you tainted with 
Lexipbanicifm^ which I aeed not inform 
you, literally fignifies that jbinitig affe£led 
diiiiofh. you fojuftly condemn, thanlde- 
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termincd, ftiould this piece ever be made 
publick, as a fmall atonement for the 
temporary injuftice I had done you, and 
that only in my thoughts, to infcribe it to 
your Lordlhip, and to implore your pro- 
tedtion for it. And as your high rank and 
quality would not have deterred me from 
criticifing your works, had I found occa- 
iion ; fo it is not that alone, but your great 
merit and excellence, your acknowledged 
fuperiority as a writer, that has in a manner 
extorted this addr^fs from me. But it has ^ 
at the fame time emboldened me, not H 
only to afk, but even to expedt your pa- t^ 
tronageand proteftion. For after all, my b 
Lord, it is in reality more your bufinefsthan i ^ 
miiic. i have notfiing to lofe, I am only a I ^ 
volunteer in the caufe, and can hope for no- ' 

ithing, buta fmall ftiareof tjie fpoil ; whereas 
you, confidei?ed as an uudior, liaYC a very 
great efbfeij ^t.ibfce ; I mean thathpneft 
fame, aod wdldc&rv^ imputation in let- 
ters. 
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tersy which I know your Lord£bip muit 
have taken fo much piains to acquire* 
In fhort, my Lord, if y^ni at all regard 
That, you pug^t ncit to fiiffcr thofe 
Lexipban^es^ thofe Shiners^ thofc DeaU 
ers in bard 'words ^ and abfurd pbrqfes^ 
thofe F(d>rHaton of Triads and ^m* 
ltrHm$^ a;(ud I know not what, to 
carry all befoitt them in the nmnner 
they have lately done, and to perfuade 
themfelves and the public, that they 
are tiie oiily authors worth regard, and 
that their uncouth trafli is the folc 
ftandard of perfedion in the Engliffi 
tongue. There is as great an antipathy 
between a pure and natural wrtter, 
filch as your Lordftiip, and a Lexipha- 
ncs, as there is between an elephant 
and a rhinoceros. When they meet, 
they are fure to fall foul of one another, 
moft commonly the Lexiphanes firft, 
for the other often holds him too cheap, 
and the conteft is never at an end till 
one is deftrayed. 
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Befides, the very circumftance of 
your being a man of fortune and qua- 
lity, will procure you worfe quarter 
from thofe Lexiphanefcs, than a meer 
adventurer would have. The reafon 
is this. They are all, excepting the 
boysjuft raw from the univerfity, au- 
thors by profeffion j and they reckon 
a gentleman whp writes, or in the 
language of the Shop, makes a book, 
an interloper who takes fo much of 
their trade out of their hands. They 
would much rather have his cuftom than 
his afliftance in what they all profefs, the 
improvement and inftruftion of the rea- 
der. They look upon him with no friend- 
lier eyes, than a taylor would on a man 
of falhion, who fliould take a fancy to 
cut out and make up his own cloatha. 

But that they entertain a particular 
fpite againft noble authors, I ftiall give 
your Lordlhip a very pregnant proof, and 
(hew you, from the fate of others, what 

you 
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you have reafon to expedt. Highly as I 
efteera your writings^ and though I may 
think them^ from their moral tendency 
and the excellent political inftrudtion 
contained in them, of more general be^ 
nefit than the produdtions of either 
Sheffield, Duke of Buckingham, or 
Granville, Lord Lanfdown ; yet, in ref-* 
pedl to elegance and purity of ftyle, 
there are few that can be deemed fupe- 
rior. On the contrary, I am afraid, the 
higheft praife any modern writer can 
now afpire to^ is not to be excelled in 
thefe articles by them. And yet that 
dogmatical pedant, who is the Hero, or 
rather the Butt in the following Dialogue, 
talking of the fmall damage he imagines 
Letters have fuftained by the lofs of au- 
thors, once famous in their day, com- 
forts us, by fuppofmg, he does not tell 
us for what reafon, they might be only 
the Sheffields and Granvilles of their 
times ; (I wonder, when his hand was in. 
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he did not add Clarendon, Temple, Dor- 
fet, in a word, every man of rank and 
fortune, who ever put pen to paper, he 
might have 6ont it with equal juftice 
and then iproeeeds very gravely to inform 
us, pofterity will wonder by what chance 
or aocidcrit, fuch men ever came to ac- 
quire any reputation. 

Trtiefe Noblemen, my Lord, for the 
protection and encouragement they af- 
forded to Letters, and for the honour 
they did them by their praAice and ex- 
ample, were highly and jultiy celebrated 
by all their rival and contemporary wits, 
and by none more than the two greateft 
our nation ever produced, Dryden and 
Pope, one of whom at leaft can never be 
fufpeaedof flattery. By him too your 
Lordlhip has been greatly celebrated, for 
the other was gone long before you ap- 
peared, and yet both have not faved your 
predeccffors from the attack of this pre- 
fumptuous Pedant. 

My 
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My Lord, from the care and polifhing 
I perceive you have beftowcd on your 
writings, you mull have been fomewhat 
earneft about their fucceiS, and that repu- 
tation you have taken fuch pains to ac- 
quire, you cannot but wilh to preferve. 
Nor can you be indifferent about the lan- 
guage of your native country, that coun- 
try you love fo much, of which you are fo 
bright an ornament, and whofe excellent 
conftitution you have illuftrated, explain^ 
dd and defended, both in your public and 
private capacity with fo great zeal and 
fucceft. But, my Lord, the Ramblers of 

Mr. J n, who has, befides the advanr 

tag^ of being author of, what is believed,, 
the only Grammar and Di(5tionary we yet 
have, not to mention many works of 
others all in the fame ftrain, and much 
applauded and fought after, are propofed 
with great confidence to the publick, not 
only by the manhimfelf, but by his nu- 
merous 
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merous followers and admirers, as tl 
beft model of writing, and the only ftanc 
ard of purity and- elegance in the Englil 
tongue ; and what is worfe, are aftual 
thought to be fo by nine readers of t( 
in the nation. Hence the queflion plai; 
ly comes to this refult : Whether we ftij 
continue to write and fpeak the languaj 
tranfmitted down to us by our anceftoi 
who have hardly derived more honour 
their country, from their numberlefs vidt 
ries obtained, and gallant exploits pe 
formed in every quarter of the glob 
than from their inimitable writings 
every branch of fcience and literature ; < 
whether we (hall adopt, I will not fay 
new language, but a barbarous jargo: 
attempted to be impofed upon us, by 
few School-mafters and Pedants, who ov 
all their credit to their petulance and in 
pudence, who are equally ignorant < 
books and men, and who think th^ 

ha^ 
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have done a fine thing when they have 
tack'd an Englilh termination to a Latin 
word, and have huddled together a parcel 
of quaint unmeaning phrafes, whofe only 
j^l effedt is to make the ftupid reader ftare, 
1- and cry 'tis mighty fine, 

*Tis true, that in the dialogue I have 
reprcfented the overthrow of Lexipbani- 
ciftmsz, very defperate undertaking in- 
deed. And though this might be part- 
ly done to heighten its humour, yet I 
muft confefs that fuch were in a great 
meafure my real fentiments at the time* 
But fince, and within thefe few months 
I have feen many late performances, 
written in a pure and manly ftyle, and 
which I have the pleafure to fee from 
the number of their editions, have met 
with deferved fuccefs. From hence, and 
from fome other circumftances, I incline 
to believe, that the true tqfte and Lexipha- 
nicifmy are at prefent pretty nearly on a. 
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balance, and that an additional weight, 
thrown into the right fcak, would at once 
decide the bufmdfe. And this weight, 
none is fo proper, or has fo much ime- 
reft to throw in as your Lordfliip. 

Befides, fhould the advocates for jo/wn* 
ne/s ^n^fimflidty be greatly outnumbered 
by their adverfaries, they arc armed with 
a weapon, which the Lmphamfes have 
not to ufe againft them, and againft which, 
they have at the fame time no defence. 
It is not grave, folid reafoning from the 
genius of our language, the authority of 
our bcft writer?, and fo forth \ for in that 
cafe you would foon be overpowered by 
d torrent of hard words and terms of art, 
Which the ignorant multitude would im- 
mediately conftrue into deeper learning. 
But it is Ridicule. And this powerftil en- 
gine I have therefore employed agdinft 
them. With what fucccfs, your Lord- 
(hip and the publick muft focwi deter- 
mine. 

But 
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But (hould I prove unfuccefsful, you, 
my Lord, whofe concern it ought fo 
much to be, can ealily recommend the 
talk to another, who may poflefs happi- 
er talents, and perform it in a more 
fatisfadtory manner. As for me, I (hall 
account it fufficient honour, to have ftart- 
ed the game, tho' I (hould be thrown out 
in the chace, and (hould not even be pre- 
fent at the death. 

Having troubled you fo long, I muft 
conclude this Addrefs as abruptly as it 
began, indulging, at the fame time, a 
favourite piece of vanity, by declaring, 
in this publick manner, that I have the 
good fenfe, tafte and judgment, to be 

Your Lordlhip's 

Sincere Admirer, 

And moft Obedient 

Humble Servant. 
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<T^ HE /cope and inttntion of the fellpwing 
*- performance^ is fo fully fet forth in the 
Title and Dedication, that little more nead be 
faidofit in the prince. But I think it not 
mifs to inform the Reader, that this Dia- 
logue, together with the Sale of Authors, and 
^fme other imitations ofLucian, was eompofed 
^ut three years ago in one of our 4merkan 
Colonies, as is welh known to many in that 
country. Some friends, and one gentleman in 
particular, to whom I lay under many other 
Migrations, and perhaps owed both leifure and 
fpritsjo refume fome long-interrupted and 
ft^U-nigh forgotten Jhidies, thought fo well of 
the plan^i and approved of the intention fo 
imch, that they attempted getting it printed 
at the time and place where it was jirfl writ- 
ttn\ undwith this view, and at their requeji, 
I pit it in theftate it now is. How this at- 
tempt came mt tofiicceed, is immaterial, and I 
only mention it, becaufefome things /ecm to boDc 
b z been 
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b^en written for that time, andfome Aut. 
are taken notice of^ wbd, though Jince d 
were then at the^ height of their reputation. 
Ihadalfo begun and made fome progreft 
a preface wherein I endeavoured to account ^ 
the late manifeji decline of Tajle and good u 
ting among us, and to propofe fome remei 
for the fame. But finding I had not Ir^ 
fufficient to execute fmh a ^afk as itiOugh 
be J and that were it Jo done^ it would be m 
too large for the work it was intended to 
troduce into the world, J left ii ui^nifbi 
and now find that what I had written is 
tirely loft, owing to fome of thofe many a 
dents unavoidable in a wandering uvfeU 
life, 1 wonder, indeed, the following paj. 
ef coped the fame fate, having been carek 
toft about, and altogether negk^ed by me 
.above two years paft, I doubt not but Li 
phanes's janizaries and admirers may *i 
wittily fuggeft, it would have been no dam 
if they had\ be this however as it may, on 
vifing them now for theprefs, I chofejo 
them go as I found them, with the additio. 
only a few notes. Not that I wo^ld hej 
infinuate, I think them faultlefs :, on the i 
trary, J am afraid the Rhapfody is rather 

k 
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I longy and even^ that it is not Jo highly finijbed 

'1 'as it ought to be, that is to fay, it isnot/uffi'- 

. c/i?«//yLexiphanick, if Imay ufe the cxp^ef- 

\ fion, There are ^ moreover^ a few loofe pif- 

* n fages in it^ which I amforry may he thought 

^\ to require an apology. But they are wrapt up 

J infucb a mift of hard words, that to under- 

\ ftand tbem^ requires a clofer intimacy with 

' J LexipbaneSy than methinks any fine lady ought 

^^ to have. Befides^ the original is infinitely 

more licentious than the copy. This naturally 



a 

'€'1 



led me into them at firfi^ but the true reafon 

why^ on a revifal^ I retained them^ is what 

follows. I really thought the applying thofe 

cant words and afFedled phrafes, in that 

yj /«i/^, was the beft way of ridiculing and expo- 

I fi^S ^^^^> ^^^ fbould this Dialogue ever be- 

'■t come any wny popular ^ it would mofi effe6luaU 

J ly banijb them out of good company and polite 

J writing, lown^ likewife^ that the references 

_ are neither fo numerous y nor perhaps fo accu- 

J rate as they might hanje been. This is owing 

' to my having loft fome Jcattered loofe papers ^ 

I wherein^ with a great deed of pains and la-- 

I bour^ I had marked down with their proper 

referrences of pages and numbers^ mofi of the 

^ abfurdities / met with on peritfing Mr. 

i b 3 J rCs 
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y^'—n's worhy and fotne others af the liki 
Jiraiftj and from thence had transferred them^ 
as I thought they would come in heft into the 
Rhapfody, andthofe other parts of the Dia- 
logue where Lexipbanes is the/peaker, There 
was no other wty to remedy this lofs^ if it really 
he one, than to go through the fame m(fi irk^ 
feme tajk over again. But 1 could not pre- 
vail OH myfelf to do it. Truth was^ I did 
not care to be raking any more among their 
filth and trafb^ for fear fome of it might 
ftick to myfelf For in this work^ lam nd 
other than a literary fcarjenger ; a fort of 
gentry very necejfary to the cleanlinefs of 
Others^ hut by no means the cleanlieji folks in 
th^ world tbemfelv^s. 

4s to thf :ift rf ;^. jy^cli^^^ ^tth ;;, 

indeed the principal party and wherein I bauey 
endeavoured to fhew^ as well as my poor abi^ 
lities would permit me^ both by precept and 
example^ how to write better ^ I freely own, 
iifter a very careful exasnination^ whether 
refpeeting its conJduEly Jtile^ or fentimentSy 1 
do not find any thing lean alter , at lectfl, for 
the better : and J therefore abandon it as law- 
ful booty to the Criticks to ufe it as theypleafe. 

Should it be afked why I have publifbed it^ 
w'th the imperfe^ions I confefs it hub ; i 

anfwer^ 
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^wr, thai tb^£b this i^.^J^Jjgn^^for^. 

fyl 'mbpt, our Lextpkoffe/es am fprgottpn^ yet 
its fycce/s^ ^pdwbat ^ fretfy odd, its, 'owff 
t:^pfiUftipn^ dtf^fds u\ fmi^. mefifiirAy on^ tbc^ 

i^nflfd ta danQlfJb ofid^oytirtur.n.. 4 b^ anff 
a qotxupt: taflei is cptit J^kle. ^, cban^i^. 

fip9^ (k ifolf heypnii, #-. !5f-rr-r:»^ in % 
RtatfU^s^ (^.Mr^./^rrrri^'i in^lfisPleafuref 
fif ^^!^^%^ Vi% dfipriv^ tbfftf of tb^f 

M^ at t^ fa^. tjm 9!?^{^ %/? Q^n on 
the i^nf. "3% ^ ^^^C^iff W^^^ ^^ ^ ^f' 
f^rqi^mmi^r^ ifk a^mi^ ypo^ i^ffii(^/t ta 
bit^ offd conji^cntfy, to rid/cuk and expqf^^ 
MK wbicb cqfi? tbis,p^Qrmfii}ce^ abqutwbicb 
Icoviefis t^ barjfi^ t^pi a good ded of paif^s, 
WQtttdbdy at tb{ vexy/fi^Jf^ m hH^ ^^ 
that '^ii^rp^cr. it moy copie. to. he, at Iqft, I 
W^ ^^^i \i ^^^ /^ *fW^ 9f i^ force ard 

$^^^i?fy #'^^j ^ ^*^ kw^^ if ?^ ^4?y^<?» 

??S^ M % ^jP^: P^Mf^^ axpeain^, at 
haj^ boping foo^ ta leave M^ comtty\ ^o 
ipb^fb I f^ p^^er teUiXP^^ % prqf^nt ptigbf 

b 4 printing 
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printing it^ which I was not willing, to ne^ 
gkfl^ for with all its faults^ I really do think 
it may be eminently ufeful to the public^ in 
correcting and Jetting right the tajie of young 
writers^ and of young gentlemen at the acade- 
my and univerfity^ who are Jo naturally ledaj-. 

tray by the falfe glitter of Mr, J n's profci^ 

and the fublime nonfenfe of Mr, Ak ^de^s 

verfe. For there is good reafon to believe:, 
that were /i&^ Ramblers ^«^ Pleafures of 
Imagination on the one hand, and the Spec- 
tator and Dryden's Fables on the other, the 
one the moji faulty and affe£led, the other 
the bejl and pureji of all works of their kind, 
to be ballottedfor as fchqol-books, in an qf^ 
fembly of all the Majiers and fchoohboys of 
the nation ; there is good reafon to believe^ I 
fay, that the former would carry it againfl 
the latter by a majority of at leqft ten to one. 

There has been much talk about correfting, 
improving ^z/^^afcertaining a living tongue, 
as well in our own country, as among the 
French and Italians, Many great writers, 
and if Imijlake not. Doctor Swift among the 
reji, have thought a Grammar and Dictionary 
necejjary for that purpofe, and have therefore 
lamented the want of them. I home declared 

my 
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my opinion of thefe in the Dialogue^ but Jb all 
here do it more at large: 'Tis certain that a 
Grammar or Di€lionary^ if good for any things 
mujt be compiled or extracted from good au- 
thors •, hut that thefe again Jhould becmne 
necejfary^ and even indifpenftble toform^ or ra- 
ther to create good authors, appears to fne, I 
confefs^ fomething like a circle in hgick^ or 
the perpetual motion in mechanicks ; the one 
a vicious mode of reafoning^ and the other a 
do*wnright impojftbility. "Tis tru€, they may 
be ufeful to ladies or country fquiresy to avoid 
an error in f petting^ and now and then agrofs 
blunder or impropriety infpeech. And farther 
I conceive their utility^ however boajied of 
do^s not extendi unlefs^ indeed^ in a dead Ian- 
giiage^ or to a foreigner whojiudies a living 
one^ in the fame manner we are obliged tojludy 
Greek or Latin. But an author or an orator^ 
ivho takes upon him to write or fpeak to the 
people in their own tongue^ ought to be above 
confultiug them. 

Bejides^ if we have recourfe to experience 
and matter of fa£l^ the fur eft criterion in all 
fucb affairs^ we Jhall perceive^ that as the 
ivant of them has been no lofs^ fo when pro- 
cured:, they have done as little fervice. Ho^ 

mer 
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men and Virgil^ Demoftbenes an^r' Ccem^ 
Tbucydides, and Livy^ all i^omtc. witfymt 
Grammar, on Diaionary^ and moji of tbetif 
wjtboia /b muph as knotpiftg^ wbaf^ tbcy^ li^r^^ 
So. have' all tie beft writers of Italy% PrancA 
and England^ Nor do i bear tfi^f ^ J^ic- 
tionariesoftbe mo/fojfmflY tbougJ^. compiM 
by bodies ofnten^ tbc^ im^fii Hkdrifm fv^ ^^ 
Uarningy bave done any migbty fea^i^ Jimi 
tbeir appearmuiey that tiey^ ba?ud ^d of 
^/Ml^lifbed tbcir rqffe£iive langHqges^ (^ itt^ 
t}fe npriters in eitber a i^hU/mM ckg^nt and 
^orreil tban tbey wotfld ikive bee^. witbouf 
tbem, H^e (^, in im^a^ion^ (^ tbem^ ntfifii 
a(fo bavf our J>i,^ionary. But by *wbom if 
i^ ctfinpiM^ B^Lf^PJb^A ^^f/"^ t be mat 
i^upter of our tafi& anai hnguage. I own 
i bave never bad opfortunity to confuh eitber 
^^ Frencb or Italian Di^ionaries ; but Mf. 
j|^r-trr-4i'j, I OM certoiv^ foJh of^nitefy fimt 
^ii&haf Icotnceive ii ought to h£^ to anjwe^ 
any purpofe it is intended to fervt. It oi^gbt 
tQ oontm^ in a mannetj a difiin£l tuatife on 
^ery mrd tjjof is^ of ever bof been in ujk^ 
branched out into a ^boMfapd fa%tiaulqfs very 
difficult to eny^nteratey but clmofi impjfhle to 
en^cute. And what man or body ^ i^n ase 

equal 
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iqfial Uyjuch atafk ? BefideSy 'Were it executed^ 
who could ufe itj or reap any benefit from it ? 
// woald be in if/elf a library^ infinitely more 
vohmm&us than the abridgmeat of owr \aiW^ 
in^ twemy Valumes Folio, or even than our 
kifws thetufelves at large. Infim-t^ we may 
fronouHce a perfell Di^ianary to be like the 
Pbilqfopber's Stom^ once a great Defideracum 
among fome people^ impjjible /a obtain^ and 
wbkbi perhaps^ tDe are better witboui. 

The celebrated Dodlor Svx^r in bis Propo- 
fal for corre^ing, improving^and afcertain* 
ing the EngliOi Tongue^ firenuoufiy recom-' 
mends the infiitution ^a Jociety compqfed of 
fuch perfons, as are generally allowed to b^ 
heft qws^lified fj^r (ngk % wqrk, W¥^Iyx ^ 
fi>iif^ydweftiHg, md marging $w hf^H^^ 
without any regard tQ qua^lity, p^rty^ q? 
profeffion : and who^ tfi a oertain number, 
at leaft, (hould ^ffembk ^t lbme^pppinie4 
time and place, and fix on Rules by which 
they defigned to proceed, 7k0t/mh aj^ 
eiity infiituted at that lime^ md cmpifM of 
perfons appointed by Smft bifufelf^ $r by thi 
great man to whom the propqfal is addrejfed 5 
mght have been eminently if/efulfor the pufT 
pf^es there mentioned, / Jbafl n^i^ by any 

means. 
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r^jeanSy bring into quejiion. But then^ who 
ivou/d warrant the immortality ofthofe perfons, 
or that their fuccejfors Jhould be pjfejjed of the 
fame abilities^ and animated with the fame 
fpirit P In that fuppojition, indeed, it is pof- 
fible fiicb Lexiphanick fufiian^ as we have 
lately been pefiered with^ might never have 
had extflence^ at leq/l, never been heard of 
But in the fitudtion things now are, I think I 
may venture to affert, without any danger of 
rafbnefs, that iffuch a fociety had been injii- 
tuted a few years ago, and I know not but it 
would be the fame at prefent, our great Lexi^ 
cographer, the excellent Rambler, would have 
been elected Secretary, and, perhaps, the Bri^ 
tifb Lucretius, of whom more hereafter^ ap- 
pointed Regifier of it. Then, indeed, matters 
would have been • much worfe, and really paji 
redemption. For who would have been fo 
hardy as to attack, and on the f core of their 
language too, the Secretary and Regifier of an 
Academy erected for correcting, improving, and 
afcertaining that very language \ and at the 
head of which, moft certainly would hanje been 
every the mofi illujirious name and character 
in the nation. Even as the cafe now fiands^ 
this attempt is, by fome, 1 know, thought too 

daring 



PREFACE. xxxvii 

daring for a private perfon. Perhaps it may 
be true ^ that nothing can entirely jujiify him 
in it but fuccefs\ though^ indeed^ my perfeU 
indifference^ at leaji^ with rejpe6l to private 
concerns^ whether it Succeed or no^ may plead 
my excufe. 

Having thtis^ and I think on very fufficient 
grounds^ rejected as improper and inadequate 
every method hitherto propfed^ though hyfome 
of our greatejl men^ for the laudable purpofes 
of fixing and afcertaining our Mother Tongue^ 
it may be thought incumbent on me^ to propofe 
another which mayfupply the deficiencies of 
others. I have already done it in the dedi- 
cation, ^he corrupters of our T'ongue^ in the 
days of Swift and Steele^ were pert lively fops ; 
they were great eurtailers of words ^ and took 
a pleafure in lopping of their fir ft and laft fyU 
tables^ as owls bite off the feet of mice ^ in order 
to confine and fatten them. But our modern 
gentry are quite the reverfe of the others \ they 
are grave^ folemn^ formal coxcombs^ and 
have much more of the afs than the ape in their 
compofition ; they cannot endure an elifion^ are 
mighty fond of long- tailed worm-like words^ 
and as they think our own language does not 
afford a fufficient ft ock of them ^ they import them 

in 
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in great tjtmntities *fnm. the Greek and tjatin. 
^herif^re they are the fraperefftobjeas of ridi- 
cule in the wotld^ and ibougbfrom tbeir'Jiupi' 
dity^ pride J or conceit^ ^tbey may wt fmart fo 
feverily at fifft^ under the Jajh, as a livelier 
dunce \ yet itmujl have a greater and more du- 
rable effeB upon them at Idfl ; and vshatever 
fondtiefs they may exprtfs in imitation cf their 
Trincipdl f or jocuhY\ ty and burlefqut, harm* 
Icfsmerrimenj, esify facctioufiTcfs,and flow- 
ing hilarity ; yet as they are altogether inca- 
pable of making a retort J and quite unp'ovided 
with any means 6f defence^ they mtcjl foon be 
laught out of all their followers and admirers^ 
and Itft Jingle and dejlitute by tbemf elves. 

There are now, and I trujl always will be ^ 
manyperjons of real tajle and wit in the na- 
tion^ and were they to join in a fcheme of this 
forf^ and mutually encourage and fupport one 
another in the profecution of it, they would 
find it a much more effeBual means than all 
the Di^ionaries and Academies in the worlds 
for preventing our language- being infeEled by 
any fpecies of corruption, . particularly that 
which feems to threaten itmoji atprefent. In 
a wordy whenever a Lexiphanes makes his ef- 
cape from his ufual neji or d^n, a fihool or a 

college^ 
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college J and begins to acquire a reputation^ to 
tnakea'^nol/e inibe'worldy to $ake itponbim^ 
and to treat the reft of mankind as if they were 
fiy^fMttyboys^orhis 'f^filsftHhtfemUitig under 
hipFemhyiet 'tbem^iii^tly-fedl ^n 'bim as 
fJSe ^HAis^foll'Wpdn^dn'^didl'ntbicb appears by 
dty^gbt^ M. Wfte ^bfM'fack to bis original 
BBJhifiiy iMiUi^if^g^'pUces > in a word^ bunt 
Mm Idown without tfiercyy as I barve Endea- 
voured to do hy this gitzi unlick'dCub, who 
camefirft in my ivay^ and is indeed the nwft 
con/picuous oftbemrtdl 
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ARGUMENT. 

MR. J n or the Englifb Leziphanes and the 
Critick meet. After fome compliments paft 
between them, Leziphanes rehearfes his Rhapfody. 
It contains a rant about Hilarity and a Garret ; 
Oroonoko's adventure with a Soldier ; his own 
journey to Highgate, and adventures there and on 
the road ; his return to London, and lawfuit about 
his horfe ; his walk to Chelfea, where he plays at 
(kittles ; his being frightened by a calf on his return 
which he miftakes for the Cock-lane Ghoft ; his 
amours and difappointments at a Bagnio. He is 
now interrupted by the Critick, who takes him to 
talk for his hard words and affected ftyle, and think- 
ing him mad, applies to a Phyfician palling by, who 
proves to be the Britifh Lucretius, j, He repeats a 
great many vcrCes, and the Critick gets rid of him 
with fome difficulty. Another Doctor comes up, 
who is the Critick's freind. They talk together 
upon Lexiphanes's cafe, and other matters concern- 
ing tafte and writing. They force him to fwailow 
a potion which makes him throw up many of his 
hard words. The JDo^or goes to a confultation, 
and the Critick inftrudls Leziphanes how to avoid 
his former faults, amd write better for the future. 
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LEXIPHANES. 

A 

DIALOGUE. 

Critick: J N. First Physician. 

Second Physician. 

Critick. 

SEE J -n yonder, our Englifh 
Lexiphanes, marching along with a 
huge folio under his arm. Some new piece, 
I'll warrant,* in the flile of his Ramblers. 
I (hall be well entertained, if he is in a 
reading hujpiour ; a thing he is often fonder 
of than many of his hearers. 

J— N. 

Moft happily occurred, my very benevo- 
lent convivial aflbciate. Behold. A novel 
exhibition whicfl is purely virginal, and 
which has never been critically * furveyed 
by any annual or diurnal retailer of litera- 
ture, in this fo fignal f a* metropolis. 

* Rambler, No. lo. ctiiically condemned, 
f I beg leave to obferve here once for alU tk?.^^ 
do not intend to confine niyfelf lo a c\ofe \\A\\v^\\vi'^ 
B '^'^ 
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What! a new romance, or a fecond Raf- 

felas of Abyffinia ? 



J 



Without dubiety you mifapprehend this 
daxriingicittHteiiori of conceit in totaKty^, 
and had you had th^t conftam recurrence to 
my oraculous dictionary, which was incum- 
bent upon you from the t vehemence of 
my monitory injundtions, it could not have 
cfcaped you that the word novel exhibits 
\o all men dignified by literary honours and 
fcientifical acccwiphftunents, two difcre- 
pant fignifications. The one imfp6i*ts tTiat 
which you have affixed to it, a romance or 

of Lexiphanes's manner of writing only, but pro- 
pofe to mew by example tile ab&irdiiy of hard words, 
and affedatfon in general. For inftance, tlie words 
?i(njel and /^gna^ are not much ufed by Lexipbanes, 
that I remember, but Gofdoc, in \m Tacitu*, is 
mighty fond of them. They jre here affeded, as 
they generally are in Gordon, yet haVe been ufed 
by fome of bur beft wrtiers, though very ^ringly. 
But bad authors have the fame influence on words, 
that thfe dregs of the people have upon dfefe. 

♦Rambler, Np. 141. 

f Raifelas, niehement injundions of bafte. Ramb- 
ler^ No. 16. monitory Litters. 

fi<^ion, 
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fidlion, fuch as the tale of Ajut and Annin- 
gait, or Prince of AbyiSnia^ ; but that in 
which I have at prefent ufed it, fignifies 
new, recent, hodiernal. And indeed the 
eye of critical difcernment will peroeivc^ 
that there is a moft exquifite elegancy in 
conferring that appellation upon a recent 
and hodiernal produftion. But I am afraid 
that Ifhall ranfack vacuity, andftrikeout 
in vainflaftiesof inftrudtion from the for- 
tuitous coUifion of happy incidents, * for 
your inteliefts are exhaufted, f or dif- 
torteid, X *heir fortrefles are betray'd to 
rebels, and their children excited to fedi- 
tion, § and you .are now labouring 
under an intelledlual £sunine, and want 
the banquet of the lady Ptkuah's oonvier- 
:fiition 4-. 

Cr ITICK. 

Excufe, dear fir^ theduUnefs of my ap- 
.prehenfion. But pray what is the fubjeift 
of this new piece ? 

4t Tales and roxnances^ of our author well kirown. 
♦ Ram. No. X54. t Ra^. V,i.p. 16. 

J 'Ram. No. 95 . § Raff. V. i . p. i *o. 

4 Raff. V. 2. p. 94. 

B a ^ '^^ 



4 LEXIPHANES. 

J— N. 

It is a rhapfodyoracharaderifticaleflay, 
an aflemblage calculated to enhance and 
diverfify convivial feftivity. But you 
muft underftand, that I totally anti-rhap- 
fodize Afhley. 

Critick. 
What then! you don't retail your cha- 
rafters in fmall quantities, as Afhley his 
punch, pro bono publico ? We have them 
wholefale. But there are many of that 
nanie, and I fhould rather imagine, as 'tis 
a rhapfody, you mean my LordShaftlbury. 



•N. 



You arread me aright. And, indeed, this 
* luxuriant efHorefcence of my wit would 
have been utterly inexplicable to any but 
one of your fagacity of conjedhire, acute- 
nefs of comprehenfion, and facility of pe- 
netration f. You are one of thofe gigan- 

tick 

• Ram. No. 141. 

t This is quite In Lexiphanes's (lyle. He is ] 
mighty fond of ending a fenience with three phrafes 
of this fort, for the moft part equally fuperfluous 

and 
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tick and ftupendous intelligences who 
gralp a fyftem by iotdition *. 

Critick. . 

Well then, give us a fample of youy 
work, that I may not be altogether depriv- 
ed of fo great afeaft, for I promife myfelf 
it will be as good as a cup of Nedtarf. 

.and infignificant. When he hath done this, no 
doubt he thinks he hath rounded off the period weH, 
ttrnd hath added fomething to the harmony of its ca> . 
dence Ram« No. ao8. Innumerable examples of 
this kind are to be met with in his writings. One I 
found in the very paragraph whence I took the lafl 
quotation » CUl^^ittlhmiimfms^HctntUusidhms^ and 
irrtgukr comkMtUns. Ram, ao8. Another I met 
with, as I juft now caft my eye on the firft number of 
his third volume. ThprtjuJict tfh&ion^ tbtfiraka^ 
gtm 9/ intriffUfy ^nd ikt fitr^niiij 9/ adyhiion , Ram . 
No, 106, Thefe timy very properly be called Triads. 
But fometimes, and when he is difpofed to be more 
eloquent than common, he mounts it up to a ^ater^ 
nion^ of which there are likewife many examples in 
bis Ramblers. 

* Ram. No. 108. If one could fufpe£t fuch an 
original genius as Lexiphanes of being a plagiary, 
he hath borrowed grafp a fyfttm by intuitioriy from 
king Phyz, in the Rehearfaj, vfho grafps if. ftorm ijoith 
the eye of reafon, AkinHde, our poetical, or rather 
blank-verfe Lexiphanes, has an expreiCon of much 
the fame nature, 

IVhen def pair Jhall grafp 
His agonizing hofom. 

Pleaf. of Imag.b. ii. V. 491. 

f Almoft literal from Lucian. 

B 3 5 AS-, 
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Dejedl then f exaggeratory obfoquy be- 
low the horizon of y our profpedts, X with- 
out the fervility of adulation afford opcn- 
nefsof ears,, feduiity of thought, and ftabi- 
hty of attention ^. But above all |1 expulfe 
hereditary aggregates and ^glomerated 
afperities which may obumbrate your intel- 
ledbial luminaries with thecloudsof obfcu- 
r ity, or obthurate the porches of your intel- 
ligence with the adfcititious excrement of 
critical malevclefice. 

C R I T I c K. 

Begin boldly, my good friend, there arc 
neither agglomerated afperities nor heredi- 
tary aggregates about me *. 

J N. 

Confider well how I have conglomerated 
this atchievement of erudition, the infinu- 

t Raflelas. % Ram. No. ^, 

S Here*5 another Triad more Lexiphanico, 

II Gordon's Tacitus. 

* In the next place anfwertng this, in the original, 
Lucian tells LexLpfaanes, that he has no vermin 
about him, neither lice nor fleas ; a play upon words 
which it was impoflible to preferve in the copy. 
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atioapf ks exordial fentences *, the feleo 
tion of its aiftion, and refplendency of ita 
ientiitient. 

Critick- 
It muft be all that, if yours. But I 
pray you begiaf. 

J -K. 

I (hall inchoate with one of its moft de- 
licious morfek of eloquence, and fliall at 

• * Ex9tJtal'uer/es. Ram. No. 1 58. 

t Whftt goes before is a pretty cJofe e^y of Lu- 
cian, the fame conceits and playing upon words as 
near as th<s different tuxn -of the twa languages 
would allow. For inftance, Le^dphanes tel^s L^ci• 
an» that he antify mpoGaies Artllo, which v^as Plato's 
prigiaal name, but by which he wa9 little known. 

In the fame manner J-: -rn tells the Critick, who» 

jn this dialogue a£l$ the part of Luci^rn, that he 
anti-rhapfodi%es A^^^Yt a name at leaft never uf^d 
when one fpeaks of my Lord Shafifbury. Lucian*s 
Lexiphanas is a pert conceited fop, whereas mine, 
like his living original » is a grave fojeinn a^e6ted 
pedant and coxcomb. Luciap's Sympofium,, as far 
as we can now know of the matter, is an original. 
But my Rbapfody is moftly taken from theRamblcrs^ 
with tome few quotations and parodies from the 
Elco^ents pf Criiicifm* Ni^ht-Thoughts, Pleafures 
of Imagination, Cen^ur not Fabulous, and Wartpn's 
EfTay on Pope. Lucian h^s jumWed together a par- 
ir^l of the ftrangeft incoherent ftuffand nonfenfip that 
^n well be imagined. I hope I have equallM hint 
in this point, however ihort I may have fallet^ v%. 
other articles. 

B 4 ^^ 
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the fame time be curt*. Perpend f, and 
receive my fayings with a ftedfaft ear |. 
But I obfecrate that in the interim you 
would, byaproperfeceflion, facilitate my 
enjoyment of the light, whilft I, by the 
fortuitous liquefaftion of fpedlacular lenfes, 
and their concordant adaptation to my 
poral regions, meliorate and prolong its 
fmition§. ' .. 

*' After our poft-meridional refedtion, 
rejoined Hypertatus, we will regale with a 
fupernumerary compotation of convivial 

♦ Elcfuenti of Critidfm. 

t Piftol in Shakefpear. 

t PlcaC of Imag. B. 2. i. 306. 1 

$ 'Tis fuppofed that in this fentence Lexiphan«f 
means no more than xhnx the critic (hould ftep afide 
while he puis on his fpedacles. For fomeofthe 
^^ard words, and quaint pbrafes, confull Rambler, 

No- 9- . . 

And now Lex^phanes begins to read hisRhapfody, 
conceived in the following words: After our poft^ 
meridional refe^ion^ rejoined Hypertatus ^ bfc and con- 
tinues reading till interrupted by the critic. The 
fragment here given, without either beginning or 
ending, is fuppofed to be only a fmall part of a 

larger work ; for Mr. J n tells us, he inchoates 

nxjith one of its moft delicious morfils of eloquence, Lu- 
cian begins and ends his Sympofium in* the fame 
abrupt manner, and though it be in itfelf a matter 
of perfefl indifference, I thought it better to follow 
the example of fo great an original, 

ale, ^ 
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ale, fo adapted to exhilarate the young, 
and animate the torpor of hoary wifdom 
with fallies of wit, burfts of merriment, 
and an unintermitted flream of jocularity. 
From this allemblage of feftivity we will 
unanimoufly extrude thofe fcreech-owls 
whofe only care is to crufti the rifing hope, 
to damp the kindling tranfport, and allay 
the golden hours of gaiety with the hateful 
drofs of grief and fufpicion. Such is Suf- 
pirius, whom I have now known fifty- 
eight years and four months, who has in- 
tercepted the connubial conjundionof two 
hundred and twenty fix reciprocal hyme- 
neal folicitors by prognofficationsof infeli- 
city, and has never yet pafled an hour with 
me in which he has ^ot made fome attack 
upon my tranquillity, by reprefenting to 
me, that the imbecillities of age^ and infir- 
mities of decrepitude are coming faftupon 
me. Indeed to thofe whofe timidity of 
temper fubjedls them to extemporaneous 
impreffions,' who fuffer by fafcination, and 
catch the contagion of mifery, it is extreme 
infelicity to live within the compafs of a 
fcreech-owrs voice. Therefote\e.\.\x%^.No\^ 
• B 5 ^\5iS^vt\>a^ 
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Sufpiriuswithafhidiedfedulity, and fliould 
we fortuitoufly meet him in the multifa- 
rious confluxes of men, let us reprefs the 
folicitude of his advances with a frigid gra- 
cioufnefs *. 

" We (hall likewife emancipate our con- 
vivial aflbciation from Mr. Frolick, that 
difleminator of the knowledge of what is 
echoed in theftreets of London, who takes 
advantage of reverential modefly with def- 
potick and dictatorial powers of prefcrib- 
ing, and impofes upon ruftick underftarkl- 
ings with a falfe exhibition of univerfal in- 
telligence, catches of interruption, briflc- 
nefs of interrogation, and pertncfs of con- 
tempt f. He thinks us unworthy of the 
exertion of htspowers^ OfX his facukies zxc 
Vennmb'd by rural ftapidity, ae the om^- 
netick needle lofes its animation by ap- 
proximating the polar climes. Ther^orc 

♦ For moft of the hard words, quaintneffes, and 
9Mir(^iie& of ftjle in thtsp^t^ffzph^ cpxifyh the 
character of Sufplrius the icre^chw^wl, in the Ram-^ 
Wer, No. 59. 

t For the deUcious nmfdt oftlaqutnct^ and ciuMce 
flowers of fpeech in this and the next paragraph, fee 
tlie dianaer of llefl". Frofick and Phik>iiiidef» 
KiMxibler. No. 61; 72. 
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we fliall treat him with ruftick finccrity, 
and drive him as an impoftor to regions 
of more credulity. 

But Philomidcs fhall be welcome to 
us, who poffeQes good humour, that fob- 
altern endowment, which is the balm of 
being, a perennial moHitude ctf manners, 
facility of approach, and fiiavity of dif- 
pofition. 

*' We ft^all alfo have the company of 
Hilarius, who ergoys a flattering and allur- 
ing fuperiprity conferred by the powers of 
cpnveriation, an .extemporaneous fpright- 
linefs of faocy, and fertility pf fentiment. 
He h^ applied his faculties to jocularity 
and jburJefq^e, ap4 hi? ifna^nation is heat- 
ed tofuch a ft^te of ^<^vity ^nd ebullition, 
that on every oqcafion it fumes away in 
evaporatio;i8 of gaiety, and never fails to 
kindle up a bla^eof merrimenw Nor (hall 
ive evefli refufe the aflbciation of * Gelafi- 
mus, who, though hijs priority is not ac- 
knowledged, was the firft who gave a full 
^xpUpatipn of all tjie pjoperties of the Ga- 
:enarian curve. His merit introduced hirii 

♦ Ram. Np. 179. 



iz LEXIPHANES. 

tofplendid tables, where he was entangld 
in many ceremonial perplexities from which 
all his diagrams could not extricate him, 
and was fometimes engaged with female 
difputants with whom his algebraick ax- 
ioms had no great weight, and to whom 
he was very little recommended by his 
theory of the tides, and approximations to 
the quadrature of the circle. Nor wanted 
Gelafimus penetration to difcover that no 
charm was more generally irrefiftible than 
that of eafy facetioufnefs and flowing hila- 
rity. 'He therefore came to a fudden re- 
folution of throwing off the cumbrous or- 
naments of learning, and commencing a 
man of wit and jocularity. Though ut- 
terly unacquainted with every topick of 
merriment, yet he tieVer fails to laugh 
whenever he ftir6 the fire, fills a glafs, re- 
moves a chair, or fnufFs a candle, as laugh- 
ter he knows is a token of alacrity. Thus 
his rifibility will be kept in inceffant exer- 
citation by Hilarius's powers of delighting. 
He will even afford a topick of merriment 
himfelf, for thofe who defire to partake of 
the pleafure of wit, mull contribute to its 
production, fince the mind ftagnates with- 



^ 
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out external ventilation, and that elBore- 
fcence of the fancy, which fialhes into tranf- 
port, can be raifed only by the infufion of 
drffunilar ideas *. 

** Then when we (hall have received a 
fuflScient ftream of poflerior invigoration, 
andelevatedour powerstoa due animation, 
by the quaffing of our convivial ale, we will 
refrigerate with an ambulator) circumrota- 
tion in the Park, and return homewards 
with the corufcations of declining day. For 
the feafon of the year is now come in when 
the regions of luxury are for a while unpeo- 
pled, and pleafure leads forth her votaries 
to groves and gardens, to ftill fcenes, and 
erratick gratifications. For I cannot but 
fufped, that this month, bright with fun- 
ftiine and fragrant with perfumes ; this 
month which covers the meadow with ver- 
dure, and decks the gardens with all the 
mixtiu'es of colorifick radiance; this month 
from which the man of fancy expedts new 
infufions of imagery and the naturalift new 

* For the hard words and afFeded phrafes in this 
paragraph, confult the chara^ers of Gelafimus and 
Hilarius in the Rambler. 
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exhibitions of obfervation ; this month wi 
congeal multitudes into a ftate of hopclc: 
wilhes and pining recollcdion, where th 
eye of vanity will, in vain, look round fc 
admiration, and the hand of avarice ftiufB 
cards, in a bower, with inefficacious des 
terity*. 

" In relation to myfelf, I will recede t 
niy garret. For the gaiety and fprightli 
neft of dwellers, in elevated regions, i 
probably owing to the encreafe of that ver 
tiginous motion with which we are c^rriec 
round by the diurnal revolutipn of the 
earth. The powers of agitation upon the 
fpirits are we|l known, and nothing is plain- 
er, than that he who towers to the fiftli 
ftory, is whn-led through more fpace by 
every circumrotation„ than another that 
grovels upon the ground ftoor. Indeed, 
I think a frequent removal to various dif- 
tancesfk)!!! the center (baece&iry to ajitft 
eftimate <of tnceiieduai abiHties;, that I 



* The above rant is, I believe, taken almoft word 
for word €n)m thf JUfsUer, |]»^^» for ^ant of a 
good index, I caiuM fkT V^9^tU point om the 
number. 

would 
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would propofc that there (hcmld be a ca* 
vern dug, and a tower ere^ed like thofe 
which Bacon defcribes in Solomon's houfe, 
for the expanfbn and concentration of un- 
derftanding, according to the exigence of 
different employments or conftitutions. 
Perhaps, fome that fume away in medita'^ 
tions on time and fpace in the tower, might 
compofe tables of intereft at certain depth, 
and he, that upon level ground, ftagnates 
in filence, or creeps in narrative, might, at 
theheightof half a mile, ferment into mer- 
riment, fparkle with repartee, and froth 
with deckmation. I have difcovercd, by 
a long feries of obfervations, that inven- 
tion and elocution fufFer great impediments 
from d^nie aiid impure vapours, and that 
the tenuity of a defecated air, at a proper 
dtilance from the ftu&ce c^ the cajth, acr 
celerates the fancy, and fet3 at liberty thofe 
in^llo^al powerjs which WCTC bcforcfliack- 
led by too ilcongattraaion^ajuJ unable to 
expand thcmfeives under the preff^rc of a 
grofs atmofphre. I have fouod duQnefs to 
quicken into fentiment in a thin ether, as 
water not over-hot boils in a receiver ?att- 
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ly exhaufted, and heads to appearance 
empty, have teemed with notions on rifmg 
ground, as the flaccid fides of a football 
would have fwelled out into ftifFnefs and 
eredtion. All which perhaps, I may reveal 
to mankind in a treatife on barometrical 
pneumatology*." < 

" Thus concluded Hypertatus his ela- 
borate diflertation on convivial Ale, Hi- 
larity, Merriment, and a Garret. He then 
(hewed me a moftencomiaflick veneration, 
overwhelmed me with a lufcioufnefs of 
eulogy, and beflowed pn nae magnificent 
remuneratory honours f, for the prime^ra- 



* In order to underfland the beauties of this pa- 
ragraph, confult Hypertatus*s letter to the Rambler, 
upon the conveniencies and advantages of a Grarret. 

This is one of Mr. J- n's chefd'auvres^ both for 

ftile and matter. .Befides, which is not very frfequent 
with him,, he makes an attempt in this place at wit 
and humour, but with his ufual fucceis. Of this 
however more hereafter. 

Hitherto Hjpertatus, Mr. J — ^ — n's friend and 
correfpondent, is fuppofed to be the fpeaker in the 
Rhapfody ; and the praifes of ^wn>f«t;/A/'ale, hilarity^ 
merrimintj and a ^/zrrf/ afe all put ia his ipouth. 
Lexiphanes himfelf relates from henceforth .what 
follows in his own perfon. ^ • 

t Rambler, No. 104. 

epical 
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dical excellencies, perfpicacity of remarks, 
and verfatile plaftick imagination J difplay- 
ed in my Ramblers. He added that, on 
that account, he imagined, when I com- - 
pofed them, I had quitted my garret, and 
afcended into the cock-loft. He called me 
EXCELLENT RAMBLERU! 

" Afterwards he requefted me to accom- 
pany him in his ambulatory projedls, but! 
tranfmitted him a declinature* on ac- 
count o( the pain which I fufFcred from 
feme artificial excoriations which I had 
contradted on a very refpedtable part of my 
body, by the feverc fudcuflations of a con- 
du(5litious fteed when I was taking a toUu- 
tation to Highgate, 

" I had laid the ftridleft monitory in- 
jun(^ions on Oroonoko, myYv/arthy boy of 
Ethiopian race, to hie before as my precur- 
for f , and befpeak a vefpertine collation at 
a Caravanferay, whofe mafter was moflre- 

X Warton's Effay on Pope. || Ibid. 

* Robertfon's Hiftory of Scotland, Vol. 2d. See 
the ftory of Mas David Black, 

t Warton, ut fupra. 
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nown'd for culinary fcicnce and economical 
aceompliflimems f . But the Renegado dif- 
Obeyed my moft abjfolute ecMnmands, and as 
he wa&palfing through Field-Lane, his oW 
fa^ory powers being affcdked by odoriferoiie 
fteams, lured him to linger in the (hop* 
of culinary retailers, and banquet upon 
fevory (heep's heads^ prime pigs petty toes, 
and plump plumb-pudding. His powers 
of manducation and digeftion being now 
fitiated^ and being fatisfied of my firm ad-* 
herence to a radonal and equitable adapts^ 
tioa of penalties to ofFe^ices, and under no 
terror of death, the firongeft and moft ope- 
rative of prohibitory fanftions*, the thirfty 
fever that raged in his throat, hurried him, 

t The above phrafes are in CorneUiM's Letter t9 
the Rambler, No. 51. One proof among innumer- 
able others, that all Mr. J n's female corref- 

pondents are as great Lexiphanefes, and as fond of 
hard words as himfelf. Whoever confiders how care- 
fully Steele and Addifon varied their ftyle according 
to the different charaders they have introduced, can- 
not but wonder at the greiat repu(ation the heavy 
pedantick uniform Ramblers have acquired and ftill 
oiaintaia. 

* Ram. No. 114. 

with 
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with all the ardor of precipitatkm^ to the 
figtt of the maa arrayed in rernal livery. 
Replete wkfe peeutiiary impudence, from 
having withheld the change of a quarter 
image of our moft amiable (bvereign, 
which 1 had yefterday given him in order 
to require H (auiageary refe<^ion with an 
intention of refufcitatiug and invigorating 
my pawers which were languid and delM- 
litated with fedulity of application in ab- 
ftra^ng an o&ava from my fttfio didio- 
nary, he fat down on a bench fuccumbing 
under laffitude and ihd^eftion, called for 
beta: with all the vociferation of impatience^ 
and thus began : 

T* inebriate at brifk porter's (ouatain head. 
And reeling thro' the wildemefe erf joy ^ 
Where fenfe runa favage, broke from 

reafon's chain, 
Axid fang falfe peace. 

Night Thoughts. 

•* For, behold, on a vicinary bench, fate 
a plunder-fed* foldier, between whom and 

* Blackwell court of Augaftos. 
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Oroonoko, in th^ courfe of the vivacious 
loquacity of their evening compo.tationsf 
arofe an unextinguilhable feud, a mutual 
vigilance to entrap, and eagernefs to de- 
ftroy, a continual exacerbation of hatred, 
and inceflant reciprocation of mifchief J. 
ThisThrafo alTuming a faftidious tumour 
of dignity, with negative rudenefs and ob- 
liquities of infult, eflfufed his invidious far- 
cafms, and defcants pn the negro darknefs 
of Oroonoko, who now verging towards a 
(late of inebriationi his intcUe^s became 
diflorted with argumental delirium, the 
controverfy was foon inflamed to the high- 
eft pinnacle of exacerbation, and then he 
bcftowed reiterated percuffions on the in- 
tellectual regions of this plunder-fed foldi- 
er . Thus commenced a circulatory war *. 
The foldier eflayed to refift, but in vain, 
for he was foon neceflitated to fuccumb, if 
not under the mental, at leaft under the 
manual fuperiority of Oroonoko. The 
breaft of this difcomfited militant was now 
corroded with envy, for which, when it has 

t Ram. No. 133, 141. J Ram. No. 185. 

* Gordon's Tacitusi 

attained 
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attained its height, perhaps^ no remedy will 
be found in thegardensof philofophy : how- 
ever, fhemayboaft her phyfick of mind, 
her catharticksof vice, or lenitives of paf- 
fionf. He willingly fufFered the corrofi- 
ons of inveterate hatred, and gave up his 
Aought, to the gloom of malice, and the 
perturbations pf ftratagem. ' In curt, he. 
delated Ofoonoko to a prefs-gang then in 
4he vicinity, and got him conveyed into a 
tender, from which I relieved him not, 
till after frequent folicitations and many 
fruftrancous applications of intereft. 

^^ Thus was I conftrained to take a foli- 
tary excurfionf. Moreover my palfrey was 
fpavinated, fo that being compelled to flog 
and calcitrate with all the ardour of impa- 
tience, he agitated me with fuch fevere and 
defultory commotions, that I fufFered a 
total perineal excoriation, which not emol- 
lients could medicate, the powers of me- 
dicine alleyiate, nor the fkill of phyficians 
elude. \But this, my fole misfortune, at 
that time* w^s ilot*. The fpavihation of 

.1 my 

t Ram. No. 2. 

* IVar at that time there *was none. Thus Gordon^ 
thefirft affedcd author, who fcem&xo Vwit..wv^\.>w\xV 
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my fteed being now meliorated by the 
warmth % of exerdtarion ; and by the 
due alternate applici;tioQ of ijie curbitrg, 
flogging and fipurring powers, having re- 
duced him to an equable and moderate 
equitation, I continued toltutatmg along 
-vriththe moSt placid tranquility, medt- 
tatii^ the fiibjed x>f a vernal fpeculation. 
£ut all of a fudden, my fowers^f atten^ 
tion were arrouzed, my m^editations ^(^ 
pended, and my concatenation df femhwll 
ideastotally difEpated by a violent conquaf- 
fationc^ the umhrageous foliage abov^e, 
and a ti^nifcft concuiEon of the earth 
below. 'Tis, indeed, wonderful, as with 
all the powers of defcriptive poetry, the 
iBritilh Lucretius* exprefifes it. 

With 

encouragement from our great men, chufes to tranf- 
laie the following v*ery fimple patffage in Tackui. 
i^uilum ta tempejiate htllum, 

X Vid. Lucian. 

♦Some of Mr. J rt*s "friends may here ob- 

j«£t, diat his finatimeots, with refpe^l to th^poet, 
vare mifreprefented, and that no where in his writ- 
ings hath he either commended him, or Called him 
the Britidi Lucretius. But I anfwer, that I am as 
far from imputing to him any of the Opinions ;ad- 
<f anoed in this Rbapfody, ^ I txn from faiiiering 
UD^n hiai ^aAV of the tdventufes amfained in h. 
*^ 'Tis 
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With what accumulated force, 
Th' impetuous nerve of pailic»i ui^es on. 
The native wei^t and energy of THINGS.. 
Pleaf. (^Imagination. * 

** The caufe of thisconvulfive motion in 
nature, was a oongrefe between a bard of 
f^al cekbrity, and one of thofe nymphs 
who enjoy a perpetual fufccptibiKty of oc- 
cafional delight. They were in liK height 
of the complicated joy, eagerly co-oper- 
ating and mutually accelerating the intend- 
ed event*, juft as I happened to be amb- 
ling aloing. My fteed alarmed and terri- 
fied at thefe tumultuary ph^iomena, al- 
ta^nately plunged down his head, reared 

*Tis a fuflkient warrant for me, if fome authors of 
note in the world have praifed A*— *— e, and ftited 
bsiB our Lv€retius. Befidesy . I have not that dei^i* 
cable nockm of Mr. J-—- — n's tafte, efpecialiy in 
poetrj^ fiomte people affed to have. If wt may judj^ 
of ft, frMn what he hathtumfelF done m that way, 
lie muft defpife the other as heartily as I do. His 
imitations of Juvenal are truly evcelknt, and as 
much fuperior to thePleafures of Imagination, as 
thb Ramblers are inferior to the Tatiers and Spe6ta« 

tors. The truth is, Mr. J o has t>w> much 

go6d fetiire 4» admire, and too great (kill in the j^//- 
tkksof liar^aure to a|>pia«d any body's notifenie but 
Us own. 

* EfTay Oa Pope, fitem. of Criticifiu. 
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up on his pofteriors, and at laft dejedted 
me with a headlong precipitation into a 
muddy ditch, and then, with an incredible 
acceleration of velocity, vertiginated along 
the arable, impregnated with a grain, 
which in England feeds the horfes, but 
in Scotland fupports the people*. An- 
nihilation and exiftence were now fo nearly 
equiponderant, that they lay in the trepi- 

- * The above is the definition given of oats hj 
Lcxiphanes in his very facetious didionary, and is, 
no doubt, intended by him for a farcafm againft 
the Scotch ^ a people he is faid to. hold in high 
contempt, and, in my opinion, very juftly too, for 
moft or them, I have been told, are his great ad- 
mirers, and fo much his very humble fervants, that 
ihcy think it even an honour to be abufed by him. 
For my own part, the more I (ludy this exalted ge- 
nius, the more I am forced to admire him. Forin- 
ftance, oneihould naturally expert virit and humour in 
periodical Eflays, Ndvels, and Romances ; but read 
his Ramblers and RafTelas, you meet with nothing 
like it, nothing but what he c^Wtxh, ft em philofopby^ 
dolourous declamation^ anddiQatorialinftru&ion: where- 
as confull his di^ionary, and there you have it with 
a vcngeahce. In fliort, he is author of the firft witty 
dictionary that ever was heard of. This, however, 
is not all. Befides, being witty and facetious, *iis 
alfo national, perfonal, political, and patrioticalj in 
a word, every thing but what it ought to be. For 
proof of which, befide the aforefaid article of oats, 
confult his definitions of Excife, Favourite,. Gazet* 
tcer, Penfion, Penfioner, Revolution, &c. 

dations 
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dations of the balance. I rifqued a fub- 
aqueous voyage *, a total interruption of 
reciprocal refpiration, a f comminution of 
life, in curt, a forisfamiliation out of the 
univcrfe. But our poet's powers or com- 
miferation being aroufed at fuch a com- 
panionable objedtasi then exhibited, dif- 
fered not his ardour for a reciprocation of 
pleafures and multiplying ftimulJtions to 
preponderate over his feelings of humanity. 
He hied with all the ardour of folicitude 
to deliver me from thofe ftagnated waters 
of collefted impurity, where a frigorifick 
torpor had already begun to encroach on 
my veins J. He ftoop'd fublime§, and at 
laft reinftated me, and when my powers of 
obfervation were refufcitated, exhibited an 
unufual appearance to my view . A ruddy 
plenilunar refplendent countenance, a vi- 
gorous athletick herculean form, arrayed 
in a rufty black coat, and dirty buck-fkin 
breeches. Senfible of the univerfality of 

* Ram. No. 109. 

t Ram. No. io3. Elem.of Crlticlfin. 
X See Nouradin, the merchant's dying addrefs to 
his fbn Almamoulin. Ramb. Vol. 3. p. 80. 
§ Pleaf.Imag. B. 2. L. 268. 

C ^!^^ 
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the caiife of my prefent infelicities, Irouz- 
cdupall my particular powers of dolorous 
declamation, and warbled my groans with 
uncommon elegance and energy*. I eflfuf- 
ed the following ejaculation againft the 
whole fpecies of nymphs who enjoy a per- 
petual fufceptibility of occafional delight.t 
" May Lais, Thais, Limax, Lupa, Suc- 
cuba, Quadrantaria, Obolaria, Euriole, 
Sthenio, Medufa, Erinnys, Megaera and 
Tyfiphone — May all thefe, a^d all fuch 
ladies, whether fick or found, high or low, 
of blood and title, or ditch i^nd dunghill, 
natives foreign or infernal — May this glo* 
rious group of Torrifmond's angels, thele 
Gorgons, furies, harpies, leeches, Syrens, 
centaur-making Syrens ! paid or unpaid, 
keeping or kept, on fire or quenched, ge- 
nevaed or citroned, in clofet or cellar, in 
tavern, bagnio, brodiel,roundhoufe, bride 
well, or newgate. — Oh may^ they ceafe, 
from this hour, to fing or dance, fmile or 
frown, pleafe or plague, pray or fwear, our 
Britilh, unbritifh youth, manhood or age, 

* Ramb. No. 109. t Ramb. No. in. 

out 
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"their fenfes, health, eftates, reputa- 

human nature, and hopes of heaven! 

^nd thefe enchantreffes laying afide 

fpells, may the bewitched of Grcat- 

n recover their priftine form, as 

s herd, at the prayer of Ulyfles. At 

>uch of my difenchanting pen, may 

eap out of their hides for joy ; and 

y hold on their long deferted definition 

.n, reafonand two legs, walkupright- 

' the future. 

Rejoice with-me, my friend ! for do I 

n, or didfl: thou not obferve ? Didft 

not hear ? Intonuit lavum. As the 

cloud which caufed it is vani(hed,and 

k1 of light rufhes in ; fo (hall it fare 

thee ; I fee thy dawning reafon ;I fee 

reak of my moral day. And what I 

\ (hall relate ; and what I relate, tho' 

ge, let i^ man diflbelieve*. 

Conducing thus my ejaculation, the 

rejoined. 

I ! what, my friend, has pri vate life to do 

ithingsof publicnature? Why to view 

'his rant of inimitable nonfenfe, contained in 
»ove three paragraphs, is taken word for word 
I celebrated modern^ Vld. Centaur notfolittkus, 
C 2 ^0\>^4 
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Would you, thus cmelly thofe fcenes unfold 
Which without pain and horror to behold, 
Muft either fpcak me more or lefs than man 
Which friends may pardon, butlnever can§ . 
" Having thus reciprocally rhapfodized, 
we difparted. The bard retired behind the 
umbrageous hedge, finally to accomplifli 
his interrupted repercuffions of communi- 
cated pleafures ||. As for myfelf, I was 
compelled to ambulate to Highgate, in 
order to evaporate the humidity of my ha- 
biliments, and contemper the malignity of 
frigorifick torpor with culinary irradiations. 
The Carayanferay to which my erratick 
fteps were accidentally conducted j was the 
emblematical fign of fecundity and confe- 
quential cuckoldom at Highgate. There, 
according to the woijted modes and forma- 
"litiesof the manfion, I became obligated by 
a double facramental ftipulation : in the 
firft place, never to imbibe fmall beer, 
whilft I could acquire convivial ale, unlefs 
.the former were endued with higher powers 
of fenfiti ve gratification . In the next place, 

$ Vid. Churchill's Confir-tnce. 
I Ramb. No» 148. 

never 
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never to folici t an erratick gratification from 
the menial fair, if I could obtain a recipro- 
cation of delight * with the miftrefs, unlefs 
I believed the hand-maid poffefled of 
greater powers to kindle the ardour of en 
terprize, fet difficulties at defiance, ftimu- 
lateperfeverancc, and prevent theremiffion 
of vigour, when (landing w^ror/W^/^, on 
the point of obtaining the recompence f. 
" The ceremonial perplexities attending 
the conjuration, being finally adjufted, 1 
entered into converfe with an Hibernian of 
fignal erudition, who fate tranquilly puff- 
ing the fumigations of the Calumet in an 
angle of the fuliginous hexagonal apart- 
ment. While we were univer fally engaged 
in the vivacious loquacity of our even- 
ing compotations, he requefted me to eja- 
culate a fentimental effufion. I bibulated X 
thefalubrity of our own amiable fovereign, 
the fafe parturition of his tranfcendental 
confort, and the happy encreafe of the fons 

* Ramb. No. loi. t Ranib. No. 207. 

J A cant word of the fame fort is put in Lezi* 
phanes's mouth by Liician, on much the fame ccca- 
fion. See his Lexiphanes. I mud own, however, 
that I do not remember my hero has ufed it. 

C 3 ^xA 
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and daughters of Britannick royalty §. 
With difficulty my learned friend repref- 
fed his rifible powers at this complicated 
fimplicity of my fentimental lore. But he 
dignified my unimportance, and corrected 
my inaccuracies ||. For when it came to 
his turn, he effufed the moft venerable and 
refpedtable monofyllable, the American 
belligerant, the fedulous domeftick damfel, 
the lamb-refembling fair one, the Book- 
binder's confort, and the Mendicant's be-^ 
nedidion. 

" But the perfpicacity of my intelledlual 
powers, grafped not by intuition the recon- 
dite fenfe of thofe fentimental allegories. 
Wonderisa paufe of reafon, a fudden ccf- 
fation of the mental progrefs. I difentan- 
gled not complications, nor invigorated my 
confidence by conqueftsover difficulty, but 
flept in the gloomy acquiefcence of aftonifli- 
ment, without efforts to animate enquiry, 
or difpel obfcurity . Therefore I contented 
myfelf with the gaze of folly, and refigned 
the pleafure of rational contemplation to 
more pertinacious ftudy, and more aftive 
§ Raffelas, Vol. i . p. 2, H Ramb. No. 139. 
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faculties *. For all my fcientifical acqiiifi- 
tions are at laft concatenated into argu- 
ments or compacted into fyftems, and no- 
thing henceforth can be to me fo odious 
as oppofition, fo infolent as doubt, or fo 
dangerous as novelty, f, 

*' In the fequel of our evening compota- 
tions, the fentimenral Hibernian, with a * 
torpid rifibllity, fpontaneity of produftion, 
and inflation of fplrit, burfting into abfur- 
dity X^ exhibited a variety of other allego- 
ries, infinitely more complicated than th« 
foiiner, but of all which he gave fuch ex- 
plications, that he raifed the eafy facctiouf- 
nefs and flowing hilarity of our fellow com- 
'potators to the higheft pinnacle of exalta- 
tion, Burfts of merriment, and flafhes of 
tranfport broke forth like corufcations of 
lightening, and we difturbed the neigh- 
bourhood with the vociferations of our 
applaufe. 

* Ram. No. 137. ^ 

t Ram. No. 151. I am inclined to believe, that 
tn this fentence, Lexiphanes has unknowingly drawA 
his own charader. 

t Ram. No. 124, iji, 195. 

C 4 "" K% 
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" As we had now obtained the fubhmeft 
pinnacle of merriment, it was all of a fud- 
den intercepted*, our gaiety darkened, 
and a totality of confufion introduced by 
the exhibition of a violent altercation be- 
tween a Grocer of fignal celebrity, corpu- 
lency, and opulency in Cheapfide, and a 
raw-bon'd, hard-faced, high-cheeked Cale- 
donian, who had arrived thus far in his 
erratick progrefs from his native barren 
heaths, to the fertilized meadows circum- 
jacent about this metropolis, in the invefti- 
gation of preferment. We were all hold- 
ing our fides, totally convulfed with uni- 
verfal laughter, when the Grocer emitted 
a thundering roar of pofterior vociferation. 
The convivial aflbciates were ftartled as at 
the fudden and unexpected explofion of 
ordnance ; and the Caledonian fcratching 
his head, and appall'd gazing the corpu- 
lent prefencef over his left fhoulder, ad- 
drefled him thus in the vulgar dialed of 
his provincial barbarifm. Are tbae tbt 

♦ Raflelas. 

t Appaird, I gaz'd the godlike prefencc. Pleaf. 
of Imagination y S. 2. 1. 237. 

mannen 
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manners of you brow London fok ? giffit he 
fae^ I wifs I was e'en at my ain bame agen. 
The Grocer vouchfafed not a reply, mani- 
fefted not the leaft fignal of villatick balh- 
fulnefs, but elevating his left leg with all 
the compofure of a calm deliberation, ex- 
hibited a fecond vociferation, louder and 
more fonorous than the former. At the 
fame time, though it had neither efcaped 
our auditory, nor our olfactory nerves, he 
clenched his fift, gave the bench before 
him a colliiion, eyed the Caledonian with 
an emphatical fignificanceof gaze, and be- 
ing a true-born Engliftiman, as well as a 
fignal patriot, cried out, with a blaft of 
erudtation. Lord B — . The Caledonian 
became now the objedt of undiftlnguifti- 
ed merriment. The fierce illapfe of paflion 
roufed the whole fabrick of his mind*, 
and his native ferocity being highly exacer- 
bated, he vented not his wrath m a reci- 
procation of reproaches, but having inftan- 
taneous recurrence to fiftical ratiocination, 
beftowed a violent percuffion on the cor- 

* Pleafures of Imagination. 

C 5 l|Vik«L 
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pulent Grocer's nafal promontory, which, 
in a moment, fufFufed with a fanguinary 
ftreamsliis plenilunar refplendent counte- 
nance, andtarniflied his gold laced waift- 
coat. 

" Ferocious inftillations of difcord were 
now transfufed by a rapid diflemination 
through the bofoms of the convivial and 
hitherto pacifick compotators. The Gro- 
cer debilitated by the imbecility and de- 
crepitude of age, and the exercitation of 
his priftine bruifing powers having been 
long reftrained by the unwieldinefs of cor- 
pulency, fuccumbed under the furies of 
force with the liftleflhefs of languor and 
defpondency of inferiority. But a Foe to 
Cattle, tho' a friend to a Grocer, and of 
equal celebrity for patriotick principles 
and liberal exhibition of pofterior vocife- 
ration, challenged and attacked the two- 
legged Confumer of Oats. Nor wanted 
^itherButcher or Confumer, Friends, Allies 
and Confederates. The former was aflifted 
by the auxiliar virtues and fubfidiary aids 
of patriots, anterior eruftators, and po- 
fterior vociferations; and the latter by 

co\3^uers^ 
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courtiers, his fellow confumers of Oats, and 
joint nmficians on the Caledonian violon- 
cello. Entirely inefficacious and totally 
fruftraneous were all the mediatory inter- 
cefSons and reconciliatory interpofitions of 
myfelf, and the fentimental Hibernian, 
for a fufpenfion of hoftilities, and a ge- 
neral pacification. Finding the hearts of 
the antagonifts irremediably exacerbated 
with thecorrofion of hatred, and recipro- 
cation of mifchief and reproaches, we con- 
cluded to rcpofe in the (hades of neutrality, 
and avoid a fortuitous percuffion under the 
fhelter of diftance. 

" Thus a combat royal enfued, a circu- 
latory war conmienced. Various were the 
changes, viciffitudes and perplexities from 
the mutability of fortune, and victory long 
hung doubtful in the uepidations of the 
balance and flu€hiation5 of uncertainty *. 
At laft, by tlie fortuitous fupervention and 
fpontaneous intervention of. the bard, in 
whom conftellated T ^^^ equal luftre all 
bmifing and poetical powers, who fatiated 

* Ramb. No. 295. f Ratrib, No. .201. 
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of. his fufceptible nymph, had juft made a 
relinquKhment, the patriotick fifts became 
preponderant. And now had a total dif- 
comfiture of the rifible Oat-conlumers 
enfued, had not the Caledonian who began 
the civil difcord, and inteftine conflagra- 
tion, alarmed two Highland militants then 
quartered in the Caravanferay by his idio- 
matical vociferation. Is there nae help here 
for poor Scotland? bauled he out with reite- 
rated efforts. At laft the variegated mi- 
litants appeared, making flaming circula- 
tory irradiations with their brandifhed 
broad fwords, and emitting terrible facra- 
mental denunciations of mortal purpofe, 
of inftant vengeance, death and deflxuc- 
tion. The cornbatants immediately fur- 
ceafed, tod the Grocer, all terror-struck 
with the dreadful exhibition^ occumbed in 
a Iwoom Our olfaftory powers were now 
overcome by the odoriferous fleams that 
jflued from him in a moft exuberant effu- 
fion, and afforded us a conjedkural glimpfe (| 
of what had been tranfaded under his fe- 



lt Ramb. No. 169. 

moral 



LEXIPHANES. 37 

moral habiliments. A parley then enfued 
between the Murtherer of Bullocks and 
Confumer of Oats, and preliminary artir 
cles for an amicable congrefs were finally 
adjufted. The Foe to Cattle obtefted that 
he entertained no antipathy to the Ca- 
ledonian emigrant or his country ; and the 
two-legged Confumer of Oats deprecated 
forgivenefs for aflauking his convivial aflb- 
date the Grocer, and above all, for in- 
fringing the Claim of Rights^ the Magna 
Cbarta of all true-born Englirtimen, with 
refpeft to the liberal public and unre- 
ftrained exhibition of their powers of an- 
terior emulation and pofterior vociferation \ 
and promifed with all the folemnity of fti- 
pulation^ that he would never offend in a 
point of that tender and delicate concern- 
ment for the future. 

" Thujs a perfedt harmony, and gene- 
ral tranquility were happily reflored. And 
a lading and permanent pacification, of 
which the learned Hibernian and myfelf 
had been the mediators, and were now the 
GuarameeSjWas finally concluded, on terms 
by which the refpc6kive honours and ihter- 
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efts of the belligerant powers were equally 
confulted. A reciprocal and moft ami- 
cable intermixture and conquaflation o( 
hands, with the moft refpe<5lful profeflions 
in the moft fonorous periods of everlafting 
amity, paft now between the Cow-killer 
and Oat-meal-eater. They vociferated for 
fupernumerary * pots of porter, with all 
the ardour of impatience, which were in- 
troduced and evacuated with all the filent 
celerity of timef. Finally, of this civil 
commotion, this national diflention, no 
confequential traces remained, but excre- 
mental effufions iii the Grocer's femoral 
habiKments, cerulean fanguinary fuffufions 
all around the Caledonian's luminaries, 
and a pruriginous, herpetical, and incur- 
able eruption of puftules in the digitary in- 
terftices, and over the brachial regions 
whidi the Murtherer of Bullocks had cori- 
trafted by too frequent, prolonged and in- 
tiTnateconta€t with the correfponding mem- 
bers dfhrs novel confederate and convivial 

* Ramb. No» 109. t Ramb. No. r, 
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aflbciate, the two-legged Confumer of 
Oats*. 

"The 



* It isfaid, foreign gentlemen are at prefentmuch 
addicted to the ftndy of onr language. A thing I 
am heartily forrj ihould take place, till the tafte of 
the public, at leaft, with refpedi to the authors we 
admire, be a little amended. They may not only 
entertain a very contemptible opinion of us as to 
that article, but alfo be led to conceive the ftrangeft 
notions of our laws, cuftodns and manners ; and what 
is yet more unlucky, conclude that the natives of one 
of our three kingdoms are really no better than ii- 
rational, irrifible, four-legged animals, and confider- 
cd by their fellow-fubjeds, and the legiflature in no 
other capacity. I am led into this train of Reflexion, 
by the following advertifement, which I met with the 
other Day in the Daily Advertifer. 

** The Confnmers of oats, within the cities of Lon- 
don and Weftminfter, and Borough of Southw^rk^ 
and who fubfcribed towards the expences of obtain- 
ing the laft a6t of parliament for empowering the 
juftices in London to grant a certificate of the price 
of oats, four times a year, are defired to meet their 
Committee, at the Sun-Tavern, in St. PauPs Church- 
yard, this day, being the 29th of December, inftant, 
at five o'clock in the afternoon, on fpecial affairs.'* 

Now, whoever confiders the definition of oats» 
given by Lexiphanes in bis diftionary, and quoted 
in page 23d of this dialogue, cannot cdnceive any 
thing to be meant by Canfumers ofOaUy in the gene- 
ral and camprehenfive fenfe of the exprefiion, other 
than Englijb harfes or mares, and Scot dr men or^omen^ 
Tis certain, a foreigner who ftudies our language 
grammatically, and who muft naturally look upon 
this work of our renowned Lexicographer, as the 
ftandard of our tongue, and havt i^cowtfe \^ \x.» "^rw 
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*' The fentimental Hibernian, and my- l*^ 

felf, left them in the height of their ami- p^ 

cable compotations and fmiultaneoufly re- 1 ^ 

turned | ^^ 

order to learn the ftrength and idiom, and peculiar ^ 
meaning and energy of our words and phrafes ; 
'tis certain ^ I fay, that fuch a perfon in fuch a cafe, v 

could underftand nothing elfe by it. What then 
muft we think of the above advertifement ? will he 
not naturally conclude, that 'tis an ordinary thing ^^ 

in London, for Horfes and Scotch men to meet at ai 

a tavern, like friends and acquaintances, over a o 

bottle ; to appoint committees, out of their refpec- ti 

tive bodies, to confult together on their fpecial af- ^ 

fairs; and jointly to addrefs fuch a venerable fo- ^ 

ciety as their worihips, the Jwftices, about their near- 
eft and moft important concern, namely the price of ^ 
OalSf their common food. . t\ 
Ambiguities of this kind, which may be pro'fic- I ■ 
tive of yery troublefome miftakes and inconvenlen- I ^ 
ties, are great imperfedlions in a language, and I ^ 
ought carefully to be guarded againft. It would ' 
be labour thrown away to petition the great Lexi- * 
phanes, to alter one tittle, or jota of his diftionary, • 
and to accommodate it to our weaknefs and prejudi- ^ 
ces i barely to fuggeft the expediency of fuch a mea- \ 
fure, would ht high treafon againft his Le^icograpbi- ^ 
cat powers and authority. I muft therefore contend ^ 
myfelf with befeeching the ingenious compilers of 
the Daily Adveriifer, the next time they have occa- 
fion to infert fuch an advertifement, that they would 
have the goodnefs to add, to Confumers of Oats ^ the 
epithets oiTnjoo-legged^ Rijihte or Rational, Yet, on 
fecond thoughts, even this honourable addition 
will not altogether do the bufinefs. For 1 humbly 
apprehend no EngliiKman can be faid, in the pro- 
per and obvious fenfe^ to be a confumer of oats. 

Mo, 
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turned to Gray's-Inn, in the periodical ite- 
nerant vehicle. And there I had not long 
been, when Megalonymus, the Attorney, 
inchoated an action againft me, at the fuit 
of the mercenary owner of the conduftiti- 
ous palfrey, which, in the ccurfe of his 
vertiginous gambols, had taken an erratick 

No, they are con Aimers of the whiteft of wheat-flour, 
adulterated only with lime and allum, and fome few 
other poifonous materials. That, however, is no- 
thing. Therefore in the room of Confumers^ I would 
have them fubftitute Bikers and Stllersy which will 
effu£tually anfwer the purpofe. 

The advice I have given, I have my felf followed. 
For wherever the Caledonian, the hero in the na- 
tional quarrel occafioned by that irui»torn Englijb^ 
man ^nd JignaJ patriot the Grocer^ is mentioned as a 
Confumer of Oats^ I have conftantly added the dif-« 
tindion ot Two-legged or Rifiblt^ that he misht at 
no time be miilaken for a Horfe, his brother t^onfu- 
mer. But I have not ventured to honour bbi with 
the addition of rational, as apprehending the wholo 
being put in Leziphanes's mouth, that might be out 
of chara^er. For he is known to hold the northern 
inhabitants of our ifland in fuch fovereign contempt, 
that it is much to be queftioned whether he reckons 
them an order of beings fuperior to Bears or Baboons. 
However Their property of two-legged nefs can never 
be difputed, and I hope many of them have ihewn 
their Powers of Rijihility^ by laughing very heartily 
at Him. For in fa£l, 1 know not a more laughable, 
a more ridiculous objed in the univerfe, than fuch 
a folemn, felf-conceited, haughtv, overbearing, pe- 
dantick old-fchool<>boy, as my Lexiphanes, 
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progrefs to fuch a diftance, and with fuch 
velocity, that he could not be re-appre- 
hended. The bard, confcious that the vi- 
olence of his repercuflions, and the im- 
petuofity*of his impaflioned nerve, was the 
priftine caufe of all my complicated infe- 
licities, and comick calamities f, has pro- 
cured me the furety of his two bookfellers. 
My council is PertinaxJ, who being early 
initiated in a thoufand low ftratagems, 
nimble ftiifts, and fly concealments^ con- 
tradted an intelledhial malady which infec- 
ted his reafon, and from blafling the blof-* 
foms of knowledge, proceeded in time to 
canker its root. At riper years, he caught 
the contagion of vanity, and diftinguifhed 
hinifeif by fophifms and paradoxes till his 
ideas were confufed, his judgment emba- 
rafled, and his intellects diftorted. But 
growing weary of a perpetual equipoife of 
the mind, he prefcribed a new regimen to 
his underftanding, and being at length re- 
covered from his argumental delirium, 

* This word is mightilj commended for found, &c. 
in the Elem. of Criiicifm. t Rarab. No. 176. 

X See Pertinax's Letter, No. 95. 

with 
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with which he was wont to darken gaiety, 
and perplex, raticionation, he now applies 
his powers with great fedulity to the. ac- 
quirement of legiflative fcience. The trial 
makes its approximation with the filent 
celerity of time, notwithftanding 

The laws deky, the proud man*s contumely, 
The infolence of office, and the fpurns 
Which patient merit of the unworthy takes. 

" I had no fooner efFufed this ejaculation 
to Hypertatufi, than Mifocapelus, Herme- 
ticus, Hymeneus, Captator, Eubulus, and 
Qijifquilius**^ came up and f conjoined us. 
It was impoffible for me not to fuccumb J 
under the conjundl importunities of fb 
many illuftrious aflbciates, who all fimul- 
taneoufly obfecrated me to accompany 
them in an ambulatory projedl to the wake- 
ful harbinger of day § at Chelfea, and there 
to recreate and invigorate our powers with 
buns, convivial ale, and a fober erratick 
game at fkittles. At length I adhibited 

♦ Charadters or correfpondents of our Author in 
the Rambler. 

t Elements of Criticifm. X Robertfon. 

§ In Eflglifli the fign of the Cock. 
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ray confent, though, with an extremity of 
rekidlance, owing to the implacability of 
the pain of my fundamental excoriations, 
which were fo highly exafperated by the 
adhefions of my everlafling thickfets, 
that defpair grafped my agonizing bofom, 
and I dreaded their termination in a fifhila. 
But the pleafing powers* and grateful 
honours of their converfation, and above 
all, converting my thoughts to the ambi- 
tion of aerial crowns, 

And fuperlunary felicities J, 
obtunded the acrimony of my dolorous 
fituation. 

" Mifocapelusfhad pafled his official 
ftate behind the counter of a haberdafher •, 
he had applied all his powers to the know- 
ledge of his trade, fo that he quickly be- 
came a critick in {mall wares, and a ikilful 
contriver of new mixtures of colorifick va- 
riety. In the fourth year of his officinal- 
(hip he paid a vifit to his rural friends, 
where he expeded to be confulted as a 
mailer of fumptuary knowledge, and oracle 

♦ Ake.-.fid<?. t Night Thoughts, 

t See xVi.focapclus's Lciur, No. ii6p 123. 

of 
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of the mode. But, unhappily, a colonel 
of the guards, with a carel^fs gaiety and un- 
ceremonious civility.; and a ftudent of the 
Temple, with lefs attraftion of mein, but 
greater powers of elocution, fo abftradted 
all his auditors while he was exhaufting his 
defcriptive powers in a minute reprefen- 
tation of a lord mayor's triumphal folem- 
nky, that thenceforth he could exhibit no 
other proofs of his exiftence, than naming 
the toaft in his turn. After the death of 
his elder brother, who died of drunken joy, 
he commenced gentleman,^ but with great 
infelicity of attempt. For with a double 
quantity of lace on his coat, a forbidding 
frown, a fmile of condefcenfion, a flight 
falutation, an abrupt departure, and a ver- 
tiginous motion on his heel with much le- 
vity and fprightlinefs, he has not attained 
his refolution of dazzling intimacy to a 
fitter diftance, or inhibiting its approaches 
with its ufual phrafes of benevolence. He 
has had fucceffive circumrotations through 
the charafters of Squire, Critick, Game- 
ller, and Foxhunter, but has at laft dege- 
nerated into that of a Taylor ; in which 
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capacity he has been recommended to all 
her numerous circle of acquaintance, by 
the mifchievous generofity of Ferocula, 
whom he once afliftcd, in the prefence of 
hundreds, in an altercation for fix-pence 
with an hackney coachman. 

"*HymenaBus, a curious indagatorf 
into feminine fecrets, had long been an 
unfuccefsful hymeneal folicitor, and fecm* 
ed to lie under the penal feverity of being 
doomed to frozen celibacy, and of being ex- 
cluded by an irreverfible decree from all 
hopes of connubial felicity. He breathed 
out the fighs of his firft affection at the feet 
of the gay, the fparkling, the vivacious 
Ferocula, for he looked with veneration 
on her readinefs of expedients, contempt 
of difficulty, affurance of addrefs, and 
promptitude of reply J. He paid his fub- 
fequent addrelfes to the deep-read Mifothea, 
the inexorable enemy of ignorant pertnefs 
and puerile levity, who fcarcely conde- 
fcended to infufe tea but for the linguift, 

♦ For the hard words and Lexiphanick beauties 
of this paragraph, confult the letters (igned Hymc- 
nsBUS and Tranquilla, in the Rambler. 

t Night Thoughts. J A Quaternion. 

the 
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the geometrician, the aftronomer, or the 
poet. She was only to be gained by the 
fcholar who could overpower her by dif- 
putation. Amidft the fondeft ardours of 
courtlhip (he would call for a definition, 
and contemned every argument for fixing 
the day of his felicity, that could not be 
reduced to regular fyllogiftical argumen- 
tation. Thirdly, he folicited connubial 
conjunction with the calm, the prudent, 
the oeconomiqal Sophronia, but furely it 
might be forgiven him if he forgot the 
decency of common forms, when from an 
excefs of her oeconomical folicitudes * fhe 
difcharged her maid Phillida for breaking 
fix teeth of an ivory comb, which had coft 
her three half crowns. Soon after, an in- 
vitation to fup with one of his bufy hy- 
meneal folicitors, made him, by a con- 
certed chance, acquainted with Camilla* 
He could not fupprefs fome raptures of 
admiration and flutters of defire, and was 
eafily perfuaded to make nearer approxi- 
mations. But he found that (he made fuch 

♦Rambler, No. i6z. 
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generous advances to the verges of virility, 
that he thought not his quiet and honour 
to be entrufted to fuch audacious virtue, 
which could not but be fugacious f , as it 
was hourly courting danger, and fplicit- 
ing aflault. His next miftrefs was the 
nicely tricked Nitella, but he was difgufted 
at the iuperflitious regularity of her apart- 
ments, theoccafionality and ambitioufnefs 
of her drefs, and want of famiharization 
to her own ornaments. And now his evil 
deftiny conduced him to a Charybdis, 
whofe moderate defires for feals and fnuff- 
boxes, rifmg by degrees to a rapacity for 
gdld and diamonds, effeftuated a fuperad- 
dition of one more, to fix and forty fruf- 
traneous hymeneal folicitors. Laftly, Im- 
peria took poffeffion of his heart, but kept 
it not long. He left her to grow wife at 
leifure, or continue in errour at her own 
expence. Thus he had hitherto pafled his 
life in frozen celibacy. His friends indeed 
told him, that he drefled up an ideal 
charmer in all the radiance of perfedion, 
and then entered the world to gaze for a 
fimilar excellency in corporeal beauty. 

f Sterne's Sermons. 
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But furely it was not madnefs to hope for 
fome terreftrial lady unftained^ At laft, 
throughthe intervention of the Ramblef^ 
and without any danger of malignant faf- 
cination, or multiplying ftipulations, he 
was coalitdd * in a connubial conjuncflion 
with Tranquilla, whofe ears had been 
made, delicate by riot of adulation f, who 
had danced the round of gaiety amidft the 
murmurs of envy and gratulations of ap- 
plaufe, been attended from pleafure to^ 
plcafure by the fupercilioufnefs of gran- 
deur^ the levity of fprightlinefe^ and' 
the glitter of vanity J, and feen her re- 
gard folicited by the obfequioufnefs of gS- 
lantry, the gaiety of wit, and timidity of 
love §. Their profpefts were fuch, that 
they fpread themfelves into the boundlefs 
regions of eternity. But they were doom- 
ed to give one inftancemore of the uncer- 
tainty of human difcernment, and the fra- 
gility of connubial hopes of felicity. The 
extreme delicacy of Tranquilla had been 
fomew hat offended at a warty excrefcence 
on the tip of Hymsnaeus's little finger ; 

* Hume's Hlftory. t Ramb. No. iv<^. 

t Ramb. No. 14$. \ A doulAeTm^. 

D wA 



50 LEXIPHANES. 

and that of Hymenaeus in totality difgiifted 
^t H ftnall mole obumbrated with a ceru- 
IfArt exuberance of capillary honours or 
the infidcof Tranquilla's femoral regions 
a little above the dexter genuflexion. Thej 
now became diflbcial, and their children 
were foris-familiated. And Hymenaeuj 
unable to reprda the accumulated invigo- 
Tation of his powers, has grown ^enam- 
oured cf the generick * habit and intef- 
tiidtedhappinefs of incidental repercuflions. 
in the feledion of which he is determined 
by the vibtatiuitcks and armature of Jicr- 
meticu^'s artificial magnets. 

^^ Hermeticus has for along time applied 
his corporeal and mental powers to the 
wonders every day produced by the poken 
of magnetifm and wheels of eleftricity 
He has fallen elevoi times fpeechlefs with 
ele<arical (hocks, he has twice diflocated 
his limbs, and once fradured his ikull ir 
eflkying to .fly, and four times endanger- 
ed his life by fubmitting to the transfufior 
of bloc5d. But he has now entered into 2 
zealous competition for magnetical fame 

* ElciMnU of Critidlin. 
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Owing to a hint of the Rabbi Abraham 
ben Hannafe, he had difcovercd a method 
of detecting connubial wickednefs, and pre- 
fcrvihgthe connubial compact from viola- 
tion. It is an armature of a particular 
metallickcompofition, which concentrates 
the virtue, and determines the agency of 
magnets^ to difcover, by the nature and 
quality of their reciprocating vibratiuncles 
all the different modifications wherein 
breaches of connubial fidelity and the laws 
bf chaftity had been confummated. 

" Eiibulusisnow labouring in the wheel 
of anxious dependancc. His uncle, who 
fupplied him with exuberance of money, 
and maintained him in pecuniary impu- 
dence ^ that he might learn to become hig 
dignity when he (hould be made Lord 
Chancellor, which he often lamented that 
the increafe of his imbecillities and decre- 
pitude was very likely to preclude him 
from feeing, had frequently harraffed him 
\vith monitory letters. But Eubulus at 
laft refblved to teach young men in what 
manner grey-bearded infolence ought to 
be treated. He therefore, oxv^ ^v^tvvk^^ 
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took his pen in hand, and after having 
roufed his powers to a due ftateof anima- 
tion with a qitch, wrote a general anfwer 
to all his monitions with fuch vivacity of 
tui-n, fuch elegancy of irony, and fuch af- 
perity of farcafm, that he convulfeda large 
company with univerfal laughter, kindled 
up an undiftinguifhed blaze of merimcnt, 
raifedan unintermittedftream of jocularity, 
difturbed the whole neighbourhood with 
vociferations of applaufe, and five days 
afterwards was anfwered, that he mull be 
content to live upon his own eftate* 

** Captator had an unrefifting fupplenefs 
of temper, andean infatiable cupidity foi 
riches, yet he never felt the ftimulationsol 
curiofuy, nor ardour of adventure. There- 
fore, when the failor propofed a voyage, 
he fell fick under his mother's direction, 
who employed fuch fuperfluity of artifice, 
that (he was with difficulty perfuaded noi 
to endanger her health with nodurnal at- 
tendance. This deceit was difcovered tc 
the failor by his mother's handmaid, wher 
he made her amorous advances, and foli- 
cited her with hymeneal flipulations. Th( 

Sqjjoiri 
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Squire was likewife difgufted, and he now 
depends folely on the chambermaid ; ancf 
if the old woman fliould likewife at laft 
deceive him, is in danger at once of beg- 
gary and ignorance. 

" Quifquilius has brought inconvenien- 
cies on himfelf by an unextinguifliable ar- 
dour of curiofity, and an unremitted per- 
feverance in the acquifuion of the produc- 
tions of art and natiue. Yet he does not 
wifh to ftimulate the envy of unfuccefsful 
collectors by too pompous a difplay of his 
fcientifick wealth. Thefe accumulations 
have not been made without fome diminu- * 
tion of his fortune ; he has transferred his 
money from the funds to his dofet, and 
has at laft morgaged his land, to purchafe 
thirty medals which he could never find 
before. For curiofity trafficking with ava- 
rice, the wealth of India had not been 
enough. The cruelty of his creditors has . 
made an expilation of his repofitory, and 
he will be conftrained to diffeminate, by a 
rapid fale, what the labour of an age will 
not re-coUeft and je^affemble. He has 
made me a prefent of two vials, in one of 
D 3 'w\xvf!a 
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which is dew bruftied from a Banana^ in 
the gardens of Ifpahan ; in the other brine, 
that once vertiginated in the Pacifick 
Ocean, for which he defires no other re- 
compence, than that I (hould recommend 
his catalogue to the publick. 

"** Such were my convivial affbciates*; 
and while we continued our viatorial pro- 
greflion through the royal perambulations, 
we fortuitoufly occurred that celeftial me- 
ditant Mr. James Hervey, in whom exu- 
berance- of magnanimous fentiment and 
ebullition of genius fare fo fignally con- 
ftellated. Our occurrence was near the 
gate heretofore denominated from a noblc^ 
man on wbofe produftions there is no 
ftamp of genius J, but which are in reality 

♦ For tbefe four chara^crs, fee Ramb. No. 199, 
26, 198, 82 t Ramb. No. 129. 

t Sheffield, Duke of Buckingham. This is the 
charadcr given by Warion, in his Eflay on Pope^ 
of that Nobleman's writings I own that Lexipha- 
DCS does not in fo many Words, call ihem pages of 
Inanity, He applies that expreflion t« WaUh. But 
he does what is equivalent. He fays, in his Idler, 
I think, pofterity will wonder how fuch men as Shef- 
field and Lanfdowne ever came to have any reputa- 
tion. What muft pofterity think of the prefent age, 
in which this dogmatical pedant has obtained (o 
gre^t a reputation I 
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pages of inanity. But it is now, with 
greater propriety of appellation, dignified 
from our moft amiable fovcreign*s trans- 
cendental confort. Without pre-fuppofmg 
impoffibilities of anticipating fruftration, 
we folicited his company with the fonorous* 
periods of refpeftful profeffion, that while 
we (hould bedifportingwiththe bowlancf 
pins, he might be agglomerating medita- 
tions on the penfile fpiky pods of the bloom- 
ing religiofos of the gardens ; but he tranf- 
mitjted usa decUnatute in the monofy liable 
of coldneft, for he was going to effufethe 
fair creation t of his praying powers at 
the bed-fide of a penitential nymph it>- 
Lewkener's lane. However, he gave us 
a proraiflbry note he would fiibjoin a def- 
cant on the creation J. 

" At length we arrived at the place of 
our original deftination, without any in- 
tercepting § interruption ; only Hymenaeus 
arid Hermeticus would have diverted into 
the fountain in the Five Fields, in order to 

* Ramb. No. 194. 

t Pleaf. oflmag. B. 2. 1. 38. 

^ Hcrvey's Meditations. § Raffelas. 

D4. V^^ 
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try fome magnetical experiments on an 
ambulatory nymph, who feemed perpetu- 
ally fufcepuble of. occafional delight. But 
they were reftrained, as well by the unex- 
pected appearance of Tranquilla, who juft 
then tollutated along in a rotatory vehicle, 
jis by the unanimous fimultaneity of our 
prohibitory fupplications. On our ingreft 
into the fcene of Ikittleary contention, we 
expedited ambafifadors with plenary powers 
to procure us buttered buns, charming 
Chefliire cheefe, tart tit-bit tardets, rare 
lipe radifties, and recent rolls * ; we eiy 
hanced our reciprocal felicity by quaffing 
convivial Burton j and we difported with 
the bowl and pins. At laft, after various 
viciflitudes and revolu?ions of a vehement 
contention, and ardent competition for Ikit- 
tleary reputation, the totality of the reckon- 
ing devolveduponQuifquilius. Quifquilius, 

^ Alliteration ; a figure Lexiphanes feetns tor be 
Cometimes vei/ fond of, though 1 do not fay he ha$ 
ever carried it to that excefs of afFedation, in which 
k is found in the paflage referred to, or in the fore- 
going favory Jbeep^-beadsy prime pigs pettjtoes^ and 
plump plumb-pudding ; but I thought it not amifs, to 
give into the Caricatura a' little now and then, a 
tiling 1 have feldom had occafion of doing. 

being 
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being devoid of pecuniary llores, offered to 
depofite as a iflode of hypothecal fecurity, 
the ftings of four wafps, that had been 
taken torpid in their winter quarters. 
But the landlord rejeded the proffer with 
an indignant fneer of pecuniary impudence. 
Quifquilius vainly alleged, with all the 
powersof deprecating rhetorical perfuafion, 
that the wafpfe from whom the ftings had 
been extracted, coft Jiim the annual rent 
p{ the farm where they had been caught, 
when under the influence of frigorifick 
torpor. The unfeeling governor of the 
caravanferay repjied not, but with a trite 
faying of proverbial vulgarifm ; A fool 
and his money are foon parted. At laft, 
after a tedious altercation, Mifocapelus, 
inftigated by the ramifications of private 
friendfhip, difburfed the fymboK 

" When now we had with fome difficul- 
ty effedtuated a rdinquilhment of this dig- 
nified fcene of fkittleary contention, a dufky 
and cerulean darknefshad began to obum- 
brate the fuperficies of the conftellatedre-^ 
gions, and to diminifh the horizon of our 
profpeds. We ambulated homeward, aid- 
D 5 ^s:^^ 
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ed by the declining corufcations of a cre- 
pufcular glimmering. In oifi: viatorial pro- 
greffion, we were now oppofite the Porto- 
bello, where latrocinary Homicides wont 
to Jurk, and make incurfions on unfufpec- 
ting way-farers, and comminutions of their 
purfes and lives. Terrifieation feized me 
from the drearinefs of the fcene, and the 
refledlion that the ghofts of the nmrdered 
might now be hovging round the fatal 
places where their terreflxial exiftences had 
been comminuted. , Eubulus, that infidel 
and infolent contemifcr of grey-bearded 
wifdom^ obferving the tremulous commo* 
tion of my nerves, and entertaining a 
conjedtural glimpfe of my mental fitua- 
tion, apprehended me by the fleeve, vo- 
ciferating with all the femblance of terror : 
Behold an apparition, the ghoft of a miu:- 
dered traveller 1 1 adverted my luminaries 
diredtly forward, and gazedanobjeftfeem- 
ingly of immenfe magnitude, and arrayed 
in a vefture of fliining radiance. I fuffcr- 
ed a reduplication of horrifick terrors, and 
again Eubulus exclaimed ; TTis FANWY f 
'tis Mifi FANNY herfelf, the very iden- 
tical 
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tical ghoft of Cock-lane ! (he is come to 
punifh and terrify a fceptical unbelieving 
world. Heareft thou not, her percuflions 
of negation, her repercuffions of affirma- 
tion, and her fcalpations of indignation * ! 
** Succumbing now under an accumula- 
tion of horrors, aftuated as if I had been 
a meer involuntary mechanift, and having 
interjected a circumftantial paufe f, I thus 
ejaculated. 

Angels and minifters of grace defend us I 
Be thou a fpirit of health ! or goblui damn'd 1 
Bring with thee airs from heaven, or blafts from hell f 
Be thy inents wicLed or charitable t 
Thou C(mi'ft in fuch a queflionable ihape 
That I will fpeak to thee f Pll call thee FANNY I 
Mzld I miftrefs I injur'd fair I what may this mean 
That thou dead coarfe again, in winding Aieet, 
Reviiit'ft thus the glimpfe cr«pvfcular. 

* It feems, that in the language of the famous 
Cock'laoc Gbo&t a fiogle kno(£ fignified No, a 
double ^n^TeSy and fcraJChing imported difpleafure^ 
Tis pity Mifs Fanny fo foon difcontinued her vifits 
to this world, otherwife it may be prefum^d, Lexi^ 
phanes, who, 'tis faid, was a very diligent and at- 
tentive fcholar, would have become as great an adept 
ip the dialc£i of Ghoftss, ai Homer wa.s in thaj of th^ 
Gods, or as he himfelf in his own mother tpr?gue. 
It might, in time, have furniihed our great Lexico- 
gra^ber with niatcrisri^ for a diftioiiary of like Lan^ 
guage of Spirits, 

t jEH^ments of Critlcifm* 
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Making it hideous ; and us FOOLS of NATURE 
So horribly to (hake our difpofitions 
With. thoughts beyond the reaches of our fouls, 
Wherefore, what may this mean ? 

" Whilft thus ejaculating, Hypertatus 
with that magnanimity of fentiment, thk 
undauntednefsof refolution, and that intre- 
pidity of courage, derived from his habita- 
tion in the elevated regions of a garret, 
approached the place where the apparition 
feemed to lie, fixed in torpid immobility. 
But at his approximation it ftarted like a 
guilty thing, and ran vagiflating along the 
champain, as if it had been the youthful 
mafculine offspring of a Tauro-vaccineal 
conjunftion. 

" At this unexpeded exhibition, my fel- 
lowcompotators were totallyconvulfed with 
univerfal laughter ; and even Hypertatus 
himfelf, my moft amicable convivial aflb- 
ciate, could not altogether reprefs the in- 
flantaneous motions of merriment *. As 
for myfelf, I reprehended Eubulus, with 
the fonorous vociferations of anger, and 
told him that the precipitation of his inex- 
perience ought to be (hackled by a proper 

» Ramb. No. 176. 

timidity; 
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timidity f\ and that though he had anfwer 
ed his uncle's monitory letters with fuch vi- 
vacity of turn, fu jh elegancy of irony, and 
fueh afperity of farcafm, that he had left 
him henceforth to live upon his own eftate v 
and that though he had retorted the irony 
of his patron Hilarius, equally renowned 
for the extent of his knowledge, the ele- 
gance of his didtion, and the acutenefs of 
his wit^ with fuch fpirit, that he foon 
convinced him his purpofe was not to en- 
courage a rival, but to foftera parafite*; 
I told him, I fay, that he ftiould not with 
impunity derogate from my dictatorial im- 
portance, remuneratory honours, and ac- 
cumulations of preparatory kjiowledge^ 
with the pertnefs of puerility, the levity of 
contempt, and the derifion of ridicule. 
Eubulus, though he could . hardly articu- 
late for a fuffocation of rifibility, declared 
with profound facramental obteftations, 
that he had himfclf laboured under fimihar 
powers of deception. I believed hun 
not, and threatened to coavidt him of the 

;^Ramb. No. 159. ^ Ram. No. 26, 27. 

twtuofity 
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tortuofity of his imaginary redlitude by 
manual fyllogifms, fiftical applications, and 
baculinary argumentation. 

*' But Hypertatus recalled us from ex- 
centricity *, and by an extemporaneous 
fprightlinefs, ahappy interruption, and an- 
tidotal intervention, repreffed our aniniofi- 
ty, compofcd our differences, and reftored 
our hilarity. He lured and rouzed us 
from a vivacious loquacity, a torpid rifibi- 
lity, and languiftiment of inattention f, by 
cffufing, in a drain of peculiar eloquence, 
an elaborate diflertation on the multiplicity 
of bufinefs, aftonilhing intelleftual powers, 
and accelerated train of perceptions J in 
the mind of the dwarfifti drawer, Mr. John 
Coan. It is not to be conceived, faid he, 
what length a habit of activity in affairs 
will carry fome men. Let aflranger, or 
let any perfon to whom the fight is not 

* Ramb. No. 151. f Rami). Na. 1 24, 

t The rhapfody drawing now near a ctofe, I have 
txbai^ed all taj powers, in bringing together, in this 
and the two foregoing paragraphs, a (Iring of Mr. 

J 's favourite figures of fpeech, namely, of 

fenfelefs unmeaning Triads^ all in the true Le^ipha- 
nick tafte, and mofl: of 'em really to be found in his 
Ramblers. 

familiar,, 
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familiar, attend the drawer at the Cock, 
through the labours but of one day, dur- 
ing a feafon of Ikittle-play ing : How great 
will be his aftonilhment ! What multipli- 
city of in-and-out-of-door-bufmefs, what 
profound attention, and what elaborate 
application to matters of Beer-drawing ! 
The train of perceptions muft, in this great 
diminutive, be accelerated far beyond the 
common courfe of nature. Yet no con- 
fufion nor hurry ; but in every reckoning 
the greateft juftnefs and accuracy. Such 
is the force of habit ! How happy is man 
to have the command of a principle of 
a<5tion, that can clevgte him fo far above 
the ordinary condition of humanity ^! 

"On 

* This rant of Hyperiatus, only reading Chancel- 
lor of Great Britain^ for Drawer at the CoekAanu-bufi". 
nejs, for in-'and'OUt'of- door-hufinefs ^feffion of Parliament^ 
for Jf^eaf on of Skittle-playing y zndgo^rnmenty for beer^ 
dranvtngy is almoft word for word a rant in th^ 
Eflements of Criticifm, in praife of a late Chancellor. 
The original was compofed, as the margin informs 
us, in i7SJf the parody in 1763. The readej may 
confult what the fame author fays a few pages after* 
wards, about ridicule and parodies. He j.uft]y ob- 
ferves, that a parody may be fuccefsfully ufed either 
when it does or does not ridicule the original paiTage 
k refers lo» The foregoing is a parody of ilv^ foxxs^x 
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" Onouringreding the royal walks we 
became diflbcial and difparted. Mifoca- 
pelus, Captator, Eubulus, and Quifqui- 
lius properated before, with a rapid ofci- 
tancy. The Squire to his firft floor, the 

fort. For^ as it happens, the thoughts, fuch as thef 
are, may be applied with the fame truth and pro- 
priety to either perfonage, whether the Chancellor 
or the Drawer, provided ihey be alike expert in their 
refpedive occupations. And it likewife afFordeth 
us a very apt and happy inftance to ihew how much 
ridicule is the ted of truth and juilnefs of thought ; 
which by the bye this very ingenious writer proveth 
in the chapter referred to, and in a clearer and con- 
cifer manner than I remember to have met with. 

The reafon is what follows. Lord K confines 

the praifesof a very great mat), I believe, to qualities, 
fuch as mere habits, a quick fucceflion of perceptions; 
and traniition from one fort of bufinefs to another* 
qualities that are common and in equal or greater 
perfedion amongft the loweft vulgar, and employed 
by them in the meaneft and moft iniignificaot pur- 
fuits. Whereas had he celebrated him for the diifi- 
ailty and importance of his acquirements, his in- 
flexible integrity and unceaiing labours in the fervice 
of his country and in the duties of his high and ex- 
alted office, 1 think in that cafe the keendl and moft 
licentious ridicule might be fafely fet at defiance, 

C>vided however there were no quaint afFe€led or 
xiphanick expreffions, fuch as the retarded or ^- 
celerated train of Perceptions^ &c. This refledlion ap- 
peals to me fo obvious, I wonder it efcaped the 
author, efpecially one who hath ihewn fuch depth of 
thought and admirable penetration in unfolding the 
moil intricate turning and windings of the human 
heart; underftanding and confiitution. 

reft 
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reft to their garrets. I lingered behind, 
detained by my fundamental malady. Hy- 
menxus, Hefmeticiis, andHypertatus pre- 
ferved a fimilar pace, curious to gaze the 
venalcharms of ambling nymphs. Amidft 
the various conflux of fuch peripateticks, 
Hymenaeus had a fortuitous occurrence 
with Mifella. He accofted the wander- 
ing fair, he fimulated * a paffion for her, 
and invited her to Haddock's. Hymenaeus, 
Hermeticus and Mifella, entered boldly at 
the ever open-gate. But Hypertatus and 
myfelf obfervcd' fome very refpcdtable 
bookfellcrs engaged in an ambulatory pro- 
jedt under the piazza's vault, Thofe wor- 
thies, wjbo, according to a dignified author 
of fignal celebrity for critical and paradox- 
ical powers t, are even in this enlightened 
age, neither the worft judges nor the lead 
rewarders of literary merit J, had engaged 
Hypertatus, with vehement injunctions of 

♦ The World. This is, perhaps, the only Lexi- 
pbanick word in the elegant papers that go by that 
name. . . 

+ See W n's preface to his edition of Shake- 

fpear. 

J Witnefs the high price given {oxParadife Lofi. .. 
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hafte to write a full and candid confuta- 
tion of all the falfe r^fon^ngs, abfurd mif- 
reprefentationg gf fafts, and infiidious in- 
fmuations, contained in the laft political 
pamphlet, which, if we may truft the ve- 
racity of fanie, was his own produ<Sioni 
and they had me likewife under terms of 
ftridl obligation, to compofe a perpetual 
commentary on the immortal productions 
of the divine Shakefpear*; therefore, 
fearful of their coUifion, and elufiveof 
their gaze, by a low ftratagem, nimble 
fliift, and fly concealment, we made our 
entry at the poftern gate in Hart-ftreet, 
We conjoined our aflTociates in an apart- 
ment whence all the evils of life feemed 
extradled and excluded, and we heard the 
dance of feftivity, andthefongof mirth. 
While we were evacuating a goblet of 
mantling arrack, Hermeticus made a mag- 
netical experiment on Mifella, which, 
thoughitwas performed with a magnet of 

♦ When this was written, Mr. J *s edition of 

Shakefpear was onlv in expe^ancy. It bath fince 
been publKhed, ancieven in the judgment of the 
public, (b much prejudiced in his favour, has full/ 
verified the Proverb, Parturiunt motUtt, 

the 
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the moil iluggifh and inert fpecies, during 
the laft diurnal circumrotation, fhe had re- 
pproc^ed civilities with Spur and twenty 
different afcenfors. Mifella retired to an 
adjoining apartment, whither Hymenoeus 
foon followed her. But in the mean time 
he defcanted very philofophically, and ef- 
fufed many fage refleftions on the fugaci- 
oufnefs of connubial felicity, and inftabi- 
lity of human enjgyments. On making 
his exit, he appropriated to me the follow- 
ing lines, out of Young's divine poem, 
the Night Thoughts. 
Come, my ambitious, let us mount together, 
To mount the Rambler never can refufe. 

" After a (hort delay, fome incidental oc- 
currences afforded me a conjedhiral glimpfe 
that Hyraenaeus was afcending in the ab- 
ruptnefs of cxtacy*. Sympathy affefted me 
with funilarity of fenfations and unifonal 
vibrations of mind . My own afcenfionary 
powers, which erft were relaxed with numb- 
n«fs, congealed with frigorifick torpor, and 
debilitated with the confequential languor 

*Ramb. No. 117. 
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of an ardent contention and zealous com- 
petition for fldttleary fame, received a tem- 
porary influx of fympathetical, momentary 
invigoration. Thedrowfinefsofhefitation* 
being thus wakened into refolve, I dif- 
patched an expert and Ikilful plenipotenti- 
ary in queft of one of thofe nymphs who 
enjoy a perpetual fufceptibility of occafional 
pleafure. Hypertatus undertook the cure 
of myintelledhial malady. Helaid beforeme 
thetortuofitiesof imaginary redlitude, the 
complications of funplicity, and afperities 
of fmoothnefs 5 he reprefented, that the 
foftcft bloom of rofeate virginity repells 
the eye with excrefcences and difcolora- 
tions i he attempted to awaken the powers 
of diflike, raife an artificial faftidioufnefs 
. at the coarfenefs of vulgar felicity, and 
fill my imagination with phantoms of tur- 
pitude, naked Ikeletons of delight^ pains 
of pleafure, and deformities of beauty f. 
But he had not the addrefs to adminifter, 
nor did he know with what vehicles to dif- 
guife the catharticks of the foul. At lall 

• Idler. t For this fentwice, fee Ram. No. 1 1 2. 

the 
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the ambaflador of love returned introducing 
Perdita. Hypertatus continued ftill to har- 
rafs nie with monitory injunftions, and 
deter me withprphibitgry fandions ; but 
gazing the niei^etticial prefence, who(c 
charms would roufe the old to fenfibility, 
and fubdue th^ rigorous to foftneis, I bt-- 
gan to ^entertain a; conjeftural giimpfe, 
that Hypertatus was ptadilmg arts of fup- 
plantation and detradion, and that he was 
inftigated by the corrofions of envy to 
poiljOji the banquet which he 9ould not 
tafte, and toblaft the harveft which he 
had no right to reap. 1 Therefore, that he 
might not intercept the regular maturation 
of my fchemes, I (hook off the drowfy 
equilibrations of undetermined councils *, 
and carried Perdita to a private apartment. 
" And now ye, wholift^n with credulity 
to the whifpers of fancy, and purfue with 
eagernefs the phantoms of hope, who ex- 
pert that age will perform the promifes of 
youtb^ and that the deficiencies of the pre- 
fent day will be fupplied by the morrow • 

^ Ramb. JiJo. hi; 
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attend to the hiftory of the AUTHOR of 
Raffelas, prince of Abyfliniat 

^' Asfoonasthe neceflary preliminary ar- 
ticles for an amicable congrj^fow^re finally 
adjufted to the mutual fatisfaftion of th^ 
qontradting parties, Perdim eagerly co- 
opemted to ripen barren volition into ef^ 
fkacyand power J. » But alas! fiich hdp- 
lefs deftitution, fuch difmat inanity, fuch 
gloomy privation, fuch impotent defire ! 
the faculties of anticipation flumbered in 
defpondency, but the powers of pleafure 
mutinied not for employment § ; and vain 
were allher fafcinating charms, and equal- 
ly vain all my artificial ftimulations to ef- 
fedtuate a proper and adequate reciproca- 
tion of civilities. For the orbicular repo- 
fitories of my powers; and teftimonials of 
my majeftick forms- — ^ 

Critick. 
Have done, Mr. J — -— n, for God's 
fake have done. Wehav;ehadepo^hof 
afcending andTe(fjting- Brfide^, I guefs 

t Raflelas, Vol. i . p. i . J Ramb. No. 116. 

§ Ramb. No. 133. 
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what follows is neither fit for you to read 
nor me to hear. This, however, is not all 
I find fault with. Where the D— 1 ! have 
you coUeftcd all this trnfti of hjird Words f 
from whatmagazinc o% repofitory have you 
raked together thefe perverfe terms and 
abfurd phrafes, wherewith you have befpat- 
teredme, who never did you any wrong, 
at fo unmerGiful a rate ? Some, I fee, are 
of your own invention ; for others you muft 
have ranfacked the old mufty volumes of 
former times, juftly difregarded V^hen firft 
written, ftndnpwdefervedly forgotten. The 
reft I perceive, you have gleajied up, with 
infinite pains^ from Greek and Latin, from 
fcholaftick writers, and books on the ab-. 
ftri^e fciences. And you think you have 
done a mighty pretty feat, that you have 
performed an eminent fervice tp learning, 
when you have wriggled in over head and 
fhoulders, a new-fafliioned long-tailed word, 
what in your own.phrafe I would call a ver-. 
mutdat word, or a, dark term of art, with-, 
out confidering whether it be proper to the. 
fubjeft, fuitedto the capacity of yoUr read- 
ers, or indeed whether it be an Englifti: 
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word or not. You are the unfitted perfon 
of any I know for what you have under- 
taken, to compile a didkionary. Though 
*tis indeed no wonder you ftiould be em- 
ployed by bookfellers in fuch a work. 

Befides, you are wholly ignorant of what 
is the main part, and makes the chiefeft 
excellence of ftile ; I mean the choice of 
words. For no where have you erred fo 
grofsly as in your Ramblers, notwithftand- 
ing you have fuch admirable models be- 
fore you, in the writings of Steele and Ad- 
difon, whom you have been fo impudent 
as to call your great predecdTors. What 
would they fay, were they to rife from the 
dead! whajt opinion do you think they 
would entertain of the prefent age, that can 
tamely bear fuch a compartfoh ! 

I have heard your (kill in lexicography 
to be higWy extolled : But cannot imagine 
what you would underftand by it. I am 
aflured you know nothing of the true fpirit 
of the Englilh tongue, which delights in 
words of one, two, or at moft of three fyl- 
lables derived from the old Saxon ftock ; 
and doth not willingly admit any Latin 

words 
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words whatever, at leaft in the common 
ftile, unlefs they come to us through the 
channel of the French, and have been long, 
if J may fo exprefs myfelf, denizons among 
us. But you, without any difcernment or 
diftinftion, have huddled in all the Latin 
words you could fcrape together, to which 
you could by any means affix an Englifli 
termination. 

You really feem to me poflefled with a 
fort of madnefs. 'Tis in my opinion a me- 
lancholy. And that windy vapour, or ra- 
ther watery humour which puffs you up, 
and makes you look fo round and fair, is, 
in truth, the worfl fymtora of 'your dif- 
temper. 'Tis not impoffible you may have 
many admirers in the prefent times, who 
are either ignorant of your calamity, or 
equally fmitten with the fame difeafe. For 
aught I know, fome may give you the 
nartie of the excellent Rambler, and may 
join you in calling the productions of thofe 
incomparable wits,SheffieldandLanfdown, 
pages of inanity, one of your d — m — d ex- 
ecrable Latin terms, and another of tliof^ 
numberlefs evils with which you have/ 
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peftered me for this hour paft. But tnift 
me, thefe muft be pedants like yourfelves. 
Bfefides, their iappkufe cannot be d^finte^ 
efted. They either look for return, or 
praife tlieir own refemblance in you. All 
men of good tafte and judgment, take my 
tvord on*t, laugh at you, pity you, and 
hold yoiff writings on the fcore of their 
folemn and affefted foppery in high con- 
tempt. 

Tnily, Mr. J-^-^-^-ti, you appear to me 
a very unhappy perfon, who have not one 
real friend in ib large a city, and among fo 
numerous an acquaintance, tiot one, who, 
in the courfe of fo many years, has had the 
honefty to -inform you of the dangerous way 
you were in, or the generofity to clear you 
bf that monftrouis gathering of impure trafli 
which will certainly bufft you afunderone 
time or other. On the contrary, it feems 
from your vanity and felf-fufficiencc, they 
have flattered you, and told you, you were 
in a good confirmed ftate of health, though 
you were all the while in the moft deplor- 

^^ ^ble fituation. 

and Pqj 



For my own part, 1 diought at firft to 
hare laughy atyou ^ but that torisent of 
hard words you poured out upon me all at 
unawares, quite ftunned and tyverwhdnied 
me at laft. They made me very drunk and 
fick, I grew giddy, and ftiould a<£tuany 
have vomited, had I not interrupted you. 
Truth is, 1 (hall not reckon on being my 
own man again, till I have thrown up every 
fy liable 1 have heard from you. Would to 
God I could fee Dr. Monro ; he has 
been bufied all his life-time, in looking 
after cra^^ crack-brain*d fellows like your- 
felf. He Kiay poffibly do you fervice, 
provided your cafe lie not beyond the reach 
of medicine. 

Well, I fee a gentleman coming towards 
lis, whom I'tafce, by his drcfs, to be a 
phyfician, It is not Monro. But who- 
ever he be, 'twill do no harm to confult 
him. 

Sir, prefuming you, from your appear-- 
ance, a phyfician, though I have not the 
honour of being known to you, I make 
bold to Qonfult you on the cafe of my friend 
Mr. J— — n here, who is extremely ill witK 
Ea ^{fe^ 
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the difcafeof ftrangc words. Not to mince 
the matter, but let it reft between you and 
me, he is taken with a fort of madnefe. 
Be fo good as to order fomething for him, 
and rU warrant you, if ever he recover 
his fenfes, you (hall be liberally rewarded 
for your trouble. 

First Physician. 

When fliail the laurel and the vocal firing 
Refome their honours ? when Hiall we behold 
The tuneful tongue, the Promethean hand 
Afpire to ancient praife ? Alas I how faint. 
How (low the dawn of beauiy and of truth 
Break the reludtant ih^defs of Gk>thic night 
Which yet involve the nations I Long they groanM 
Beneath the furies of rapacious force * ; 

Oft 

♦ The reader cannot but obferve the difFerei^ 
manner in which I have treated the two Lexipha- 
nefes. Mr. Johnfon*s matter and fenfe is fonietimes 
fo excellent, and his refledtions now and then fo 
jufl, and at the fame time fo uncommon, that it 
hides, in fome meafure, the abfurdity of the ftilc 
which becomes, on that account, the more danger- 
ous. I was therefore obliged to parody him, and in 
order to fhew his hard words and afFedlation in a more 
glaring and ridiculous point of view, apply them to 
the meanef^L the mofl ludicrous and phantaftical ob- 
jects I coula well think on. But fuch a condu6l 

Vas by no means neceifary with A de our poeii- 

caJLexiphanes. His words, andefpecially his phrafes, 

a.te 
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Ofi at the gloomy north, with iron-fwarms 
Tempeftuous pouring from her frozen caves, 
Blafted th' Italian fliore, and fwept the works 
Of liberty and wifdom down the gulph 

Of 



trc generally fo execrable, and his meaning, where 
any can be pick'd out, always fo trifling ; in ihort, 
he has imbwed fo niuch of Plato's nonfenfe, but fo 
little oih\s gracious manner^ as I think he fomewhere 
calls it, that I concluded bare and thofe even faith* 
ful quotations from him, were the very bell expo- 
fure of the ridiculoufnefs and futility of his compo- 
iition. 

The above is, in my opinion, one of the leaft ex 
ceptionable pafl*ages in his whole rhapfody. This 
is doubtlefs giving him fair play, and we fhall now 
examine it by the rules, I will no< fay of criricifm, 
but of common fenfe. In the firft and third lines, 
we have no lefs than four enigmas or riddles, every 
jot as hard as that of the Sphynx, though I don't 
fay they require an Oedipus to expound them. Be- 
fore a common reader can underfland them, he muA: 
either be told, or recoiled the (lory of Appllo and 
Daphne, that ApoUo was the God of poetry, that 
the laurel was one of his favourite infignia^ and that 
poets ufed to be crowned with it at publick folemni- 
ties, or when they rehearfed their works. By the 
njocal firings one may eafily underftand muiick, in- 
ilrumental only, and even in that cafe a metonymy^ 
a part for the whole. 1 confefs myfelf fomewhat at 
a lofs about the tuneful tongue. Its bed and mod ob- 
vious meaning is poetry ; but we had the laurel ht^ 
fore ; and our Britijb Lucretius can never be guilty 
of fuch grofs and needlefs tautology. Therefore if he 
has any meaning at all, a thing however not very 
frequent with our author, he muft mean vocal muiick 
E 3 or 
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Of ail devouring ni^t. At long iaimnrM 
In nooa-^tkie darkncfs l^ the glnainering iuaf; 
Each mure and each (air fcieace pin'dawa)^ 
The fordid ho«s>: while fouly barbarkui. htndi) 

Their 

orfinging. I fliall not pretend to determine, whether 
ancient or modern Jtnging have afpired to the greateft 
degree of praife ; but this I know, that the moderns 
have been at infinitely more pain to proctrrc good 
fingers. For Inever heard that the ancictn* went 
ro that excefs of luxury and refinement in mnfick 
as to deprive the male fingers of the wile ptrwert. 
It had been no iofs to poetry, whatever it might 
have been to phyfick, if the Do6lor's father had afpir* 
ed to modern praife as a finger. 
But the moft puzzling talk is the Pronuthian bandi 
if, however, we happen to recolleft the old fable of 
Prometheus, who molded a man of clay, ^n6. ftotf 
fire out of heaven to animate him i we may, perhapi> 
give a ihrewd guefs, that ftatuary ii meant Dy it. 

Such an ordmary poet as Virgil, having occafion 
to mention ftatuary, contents himfelf with doing it, 
in this dull and fimple manner. 

Excudent alii fpirantia molihis aera ; 

Credo equidem, vivos ducent de marmore mhus. 

Which Dryden, a tranflator, only fit for fuch, an 
author, renders ia a ftrain equally infipid. 

Let others better mould the running marfs 7 

Of m«tab, and inform the breathing brafi i > 

hiiA fofjten into fiefli a marble faicew -^ 3 

Yet it may be obferved, that the fable of Prom€» 
theus, being an article in the publick religion, Vir- 
gil might have ufed this ^;irg^»A with a nnich better 
tJiance of being und^rftood. 

Having 



Xhw my>ft«iie6 pr^feiv'd, imftrupg^the lyre. 
And chaintd tJke foariog j^i^PQ dowft tq eftrih*' 
At lail the Mufe^Tofe, andi fpuf o'd theti:. bonds. 
And wildly wgrWing, fcfti;tQr*d, a» ihey flew.. 

Their 



Having thus cxpound^^ the riddles, let lis fte 
what ianext to bedon«. Thequeftion is a^ed, when 
fhali^i^^rir^ Vkod^fii^tumy. i^firtJaancUrU prasfe ? by 
which he either underftandsthe praifes of antiquity, 
or the praife thofe arts obtained in the times of anti- 
quity. The firft is downright nonlenfe, the laft is 
obfcurely, quaintly and aflSeftesdly expreffed. It is 
alfo afked, when fhall^a^^ry and/^<:^;^ refume their 
b$nours ? Pray, did the Dodorever read that a poet 
and a fiddler ^though in Homer's time the two pro- • 
fefilons were joined in on«) were ever feated on a 
bench like a brace of trading juftice;s, and filled 
their honours and worfhlps ? Or would he have th^ni 
honoured fo in our days j and have he and fignor 
Giardini, any ambition to fucceed their worlhips 
Welfli and Fielding ? But, perhaps, he means only 
to enquire when they fliall be honoured and lefpeited 
as formerly, but exprefled in his ufual quaint 
Lexiphanick manner. 

Theftuffwhich follows about^ft?e/(y an dvri«M, that 
in this lihe are da^vning^ and in the next grMning^ 
though here another ambigHity arifes, for *tis difficult 
to fay, whether 'tis the /i4t#io/fi that ^rwif?, ortbetwo 
pretty little mifTbs, heauty and truths that lie 
crying and blubbering under the /tfr»V# of/or)C#, 
but I think the latter interpretation more agreeable 
to ottr author's manner ;.I fay, the ibifF th»t foUows 
is ib abftrai£led and remote from the common 
thoughts andexprei?ion« of men, that 'tis only pro- 
per for his abfurd rhapfody, and could have place 
aa whfse but iu his own phantaftick imagination. 
E 4 But 



8o LEXIPHANES. 

Their blooming wreaths from fair Valclufafs bowers 

To Arno's mj^rtle border and the ffiore 

Of foft Parthenope. But ftiil the rage 

Of dire ambition and gigantic pow'r. 

From public aims and from the hufy walk 

Of civil commerce, drove the bolder train 

Of penetrating* fcience to the cells, 

Where fhidious eafc confumes the (ileftt hour. 

In fhadowy fearches and unfruitful care. 

Thus from their guardians torn, the tender arts 

Of mimic fancy and harmonious joy^ 

To prieftly domination and the luft 

Of lawlefs courts, the^r amiable toil 

For three inglorious ages have refignM, 

In vain reluctant : and Torquato's tongue 

Was tun'd for flavifli paeans at the throne 

Of tinfel pomp : and RaphaePs magic hand 

EtFus'd its fair creation to enchant 

The fond adoring herd in Latian fanes 

To blind belief. 

But *tis really wailing time and paper to criticife 
fuch an author. Beildes a fenfible reader wants no 
criticifm upon him, and thofe who admire or can 
even with patience read him, will not be the better 
for it. Reafoning froip any principles would by as 
much thrown away upon them as upon Whitef5eld*s 
followers, who are equally edified and affected by 
the. words Samaria or Mefopotamia, pronounced 
with a certain twang, and by the moft pathetick dif- 
courfes on repentance or a future flate. 

Critick. 
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C R I T I C K. 

IVe made a confounded miftake here. 
'Twas well I did not give him a fee, as I was 
once thinking to do. This Phyfician is 
madder than the patient, and has more 
need of prefcription. What he fpouts 
forth (hould be poetry by the found : I 
mean blank verfe. But I don't under- 
ftand one word on't. Dodor, I fee you 
are juft now got into the clouds, where, 
by cuftom, time out of mind, people are 
freed from the flavery of talking fenfe. I 
beg you'd defcepd from your prefent alti- 
tudes, and endeavour to earn the fee 1 7 
promifedyou. 

First Physician. 

Say, why was man fo eminently rais*d 
'' A^id the vaft creation ; why ordain 'd 
Thro' life and death to dan his piercing eye^ 
With thoughts beyond the Unutof his frame : 
But that th' Omnipotent mfght fend him forth 
In fight of niofjtal aijid immortal powVs, 
A^ an ^ boundlefs. tiieatre, to run , , 
The great career of julliee ; to, exalt 
His gen'rous aim to all diviner deeds ; 
To chafe each partial purpofe from his breaft ; 
And thro' the mif^s of pafEon and of fenfe^ 

E s ^ss!2i 
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And thro* the tof&if^tklerof cliance and pain* 
To hold his courfe unfalt'ring, while the voice 
Of natnre cailJshin.to.hk higb renvaid^ 
Th' aj^auding &ule of heav'n ? Elfe wh^rrfoTB 

burns 
In mortal boibms this unquenched'hope, 
That breathes from day to day (ubKmer things, 
And mocks pofTeifion ? wherefore darts the mindj 
With ibfiJirefiiftlefi ardour to emfarace 
Majeftic foraia j impatient to be free^ ' 
Spurniiyg the grofs controul of wilful might ;, 
Proud of the ftrong contention of her toils ; 
Proud to be dariog ? 

CaiTICKf, 

r afS: pardcm, Doftor, for having inter- 

' rupted you. t fee you arc very bufy at 

prefent. Ifliall take an opportunity, when 

you are more at lei&re, to wait on you 

with the patient. , 

I'^iRST Physician. 

Wiait awhile, 
My curious friends f and let us firft arraogr 
In proper orders your promircuous throng. 

Behold the foremoft band ; of lender thcnight. 
And eafy faith : whom flattVing fancy (boths 
With lying fpeftres, in themfelvesto view 
Illuftrious forms of excdlence and good. 
That fconi the manfion. With eiulting ketru 



LEXIPHANES. »j 

Thryfprwi their Q>iirtous treei^res to the fun, 
Aad bid the w^vld admire I but chief the glance 
Of wiftiful envy draws their joy-bright tyes^ 
And lifts with felf-applaufe each lordly brow. 
In number bonndlefs as tbe Woorns of fprtng. 
Behold their glaring Idols, empty ihades 
By fancy gilded o'er, and then ftt up 
For adoratiofi. Some in learjiing's garb, 
Wkh formal-band, ^nd faJble tiaaur'd gowji. 
And rap of mouldy volumes, Son^e elate 
With martial ^lendor, (Uely pikes and fwords 
Of coftty frame, and gay Phoenician robes 
Inwrought with flow'ry gold, aflume the port 
Of (lately valour : lift'ning by his fide 
There Hands a female farm ; to Mer, witlrlboks 
Of earned import, pregnant witt ama»^, . 
He tijks of deadly deeds* of hrieaches^ ftormn 
And fulph'rous mines, and ambuih : then at once 
Breaks off, and fmiles to fee her look fo pale. 
And afks fome wond'ring^jueftion pf l^r fears.. 
Others of graver mica ; behold, adorn*d 
With holy enfigns, bovirftibHme they move. 
And bending oft their fanflimonious ey^s, 
Take homage o£ the fimple-minded throng i« 
AmbaiTadors of lieav*n I 

Critick. 

Thisispaftallfufferance. Patient Griz- 
zel herfelf could not endure fuch a huff 
band. Hqw Ihall. I manage to get rid of 
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this poetical fop. I had beft quarrel wit! 
hirti on pretence he affronts me by brand 
ifhinjg his fift, and making mouths in th< 
fury and extacy of his rehearfal. 

First Physician. 

What, when to raifc the meditated (bene. 
The flame of pafllon, thro' the ftruggling fou! 
Deep-kindled, ihows acrofs the fudden blaze 
The object of it's rapture, vaft of fize, 
With fiercer colours and a night of ihade ? 
What*? 

* The reft of thtf pafTage is as follows : 

Like a ftorm from their capacious bed 
The founding feas o'^erwhelming, when the might 
Of thefe eruptions^ working from the depth 
Of man's ftrong a|/prehenf]pn, ihakes his frame 
Ev*n to the bafe ; from every naked fenfe 
Of pain or pleafure, dhllpating all 
Opinion's feeble cov'rtjigs^ and the evil 
Spun fyom the cobweb fafhion of the times 
To hide the feeling heart ? then nature (peaks 
Her genuine language, and the words of men» 
Big with the very motion of our ffuls, 
Declare with what accumulated force 
Th' impetuous nerve of paflion urges on 
The native weight and energy of things. 

I have often admired this fublime piece of non- 
fenfe, and endeavoured to find out its meaning ; bui 
It hath hitherto baffled the utmoft exertion of m) 
intelle^al p<ywers. Whoever fball give a confiften 
explication of it, and in a few words, for I bar i 
commentary ; £rit mihi magnus Jpolh. 
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Cr ITICK. 

What, Sir, do you (hake your fift at me, 
laugh at me, and threaten me, all in one 
breath ? Know, Sir, I am not a man to put 
up with fuch ufage? Befides, Sir, I have 
very particular bufinefs with this gentle- 
man, and if you don't take yourfelf away, 
fliall make bold ^to apply that you won't 
like, to what my friend here calls a very 

refpeftable part of your body*. 

First 

* This language, perhaps, requires fome apolo- 
gy, when applied to one, who though a very afFedled 
poet, may be, and I doubt not is a very worthy 
gentleman. As for the poet himfelf, I can only 
hope he will look down upon k, with that nobte 
and fovereign difdain fo well becoming our modern 
Milton and Britiih Lucretius, for fo he is called. 
To the publick I make the following excufe. Let 
the (ituation of the Critick be confidered, one who 
had never heard of the Poem or Poet, and, takinz 
him for a madman, earneftly defirons to break oft 
the rehearfal, and it will be owned no other expe- 
dient cpuld fo naturally be thought on. Grant it 
were a Digitus ^vindice nodus ^ yet there was no Vindix^ 
no God^ who could be, introduced with any propriety. 
Had the Criticks> indeed, been acqai^ted^ with the 
allegory which 

Old Harmodius nmnt to teach 

His early age^ , , 

he might have pretended to appal himy by gazing th« 
godHke prefence oi iht genius of humankind ^ Xoturehim 
away with the charms of the beoFotnly ^oifXywf ^ xJw^ 
/over$ig9fair^ Qi the gay ww^anionxYicfairEu^Wobnt ^ 
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First Physician. 

Thou my prime part profane with defperate toe, 
Bjhetvem, ba(e caitiff, thouihalt he:amenc'd ; 
A^dwhen in durance vile defpair ibail ff^f 
Thy agonising bofbm, thou ihalt karo. 
Then thou flialt learn.' 

Cr I tick. 

Learn! What (hould I learn from tlie^ 
poetical fop ! But confider, Sir, (1' won't 
quarrel with this madman if I can help it) 
here's company coming, and fure, were 
you in y our fenfes, you would not befeen 
in fuch extacy for the world. I befeech 
you go rehearfe elfeWhere. 

A happy riddance faith; lExit rft Pbyf. 

Buti who c(Miie$ here now ? Another Phy- 
fician as I live. ; with the fame garb, equi- 
i^age, and accoutrements asthe bft. Pray 

or he. might e'en have frightened him off iwth a 
n;sJfon of the (on of NemefislheTormentor^ thfifandatt- 
birr*d^ and borrid*vt/age^ all Dramsais pitfime-^ m that 
allegory, thatquinteffenceof booibaftand unfathom- 
able nonfenfe. 

I have indeed* heard fbme of his warmeft admirers 
own, that allegory to be fomewhatdark and obfcure, 
yet they ftill contbued to believe in his perfpicuity 
and fublimity. S«e the Athenian Creed m Withetr 
ipoonVEiTaya* 
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hearenhtebenotapoettoo. It looks very 
like my good friend and acquaintance, 
Docto r It is he, and next to Mon- 

ro the Yery man iMriflied to meet with. 

Dear Dodtor, the pleafanteft adventure 
in the world I have to tell you. Here's 

my friend J n, our Englifh Lexi- 

phanes ; he is very ill indeed, he is terribly 
afffitfted with thedifcafe of hard long-tailed 
words drawn from the Greek and Latin 
languages, or terms of art only proper in 
abfthife fciences,. but ufed by him in com- 
mon converfation, and in weekly papers, 
written, like the fpedators, for the amufe- 
ment of ladies ; in (hort, he has made 
fuch a hotch-potch of our mother tongue, 
you would hardly know it again. Hefpeaks 
as never man fpake before him. 

Second Physician. 

Pooh! is that all ! court, country and 
city, the high judicatures of the nation, and 
the Robin-hood fociety are all alike infeiSt- 
ed with this diftemper ; you; meet with 
fuch words in fpecches frcMn the 
andaddtefifidfrom both >■ , you heajr 
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them from the grave folemn politician, 
.who harangues by the hour in a certain 
aflembly, and from the weekly difputant, 
who is filenced at the end of five minutes, 
by the knock of a hammer. This difeafe is 
as catching as the fmaIl-pox,no-body efcapes 
it, fome evenchufe to be inoculated for it; 
as obftinateasthe great ones, it ftayswith 
you, and like the Portugueze or Spaniards, 
who reckon their fafhionableeVil a mark on 
gentility, no body takes any pains to get 
irid of it. But in what part of the world 
have you been pray, that you did not know 
all this before ? 

Cr I T I c K. 

Abroad faith, and Tm glad on*t, *that 
let me efcape one infeiftion at leaft. 

Second Physician. 
But is this your pleafant adventure ? 

Cr I T 1 c K. 

No f no : the rant*s a coming, as Bays 
fays, 'tis only the progmiaJ pan of my ftory, 
as Lexi^hanes has it. You muft know. 
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being once lb fituated, that I had n6 ac- 
cefs to any Englifli books excepting the 
Rambler, if indeed you call that an En- 
lifli one, and having no better way to 
employ myfelf in, I made a hard (hift to 
read through and underfland it with the 
help of a didtionary ; for the words, tho' 
ending likeEnglilh ones, founded plaguily 
like Greek or Latin, and were in truth no- 
thing elfe at bottom. However, it gave 
me a good opinion of the man's under- 
ftanding \ I faw he had fenfe and meaning, 
though ftrangely wrapt up in a mift of 
hard words ; there was deep obfervation, 
fhrewd remarks on life and manners, and 
a good infight into the characters of men. 
Soon after, on coming to London, I found 
means to be introduced to his acquaintance, 
curious to obferve more nearly fo queer a 
being, and found him a greater oddity than 
I could have imagined. He has juft now 
been reading to me, part of a work, which 
he calls a novel exbibuiotiy purely virginal^ 
and never critically fuxveyed : but fuch an 
exhibition! Jacob Behmen, Flood, Alex- 
ander 
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ander Rofs, all the Rofycmcian Philofo 
phers, in (hort,, cannot naatch it After I 
had flopt his recital, my patience quitf 
worn out hy fuch odious ftufF, a pr^ of a 
Dodor cansie by^ equipped for all thf 
world, I a(k your pardon. Sir, juft like , 
yourfelf ; a large wig, his hat under his 
arm^ a black coat^ a fword by hisf fide^ 
and a coach following him, without afoot- 
man behind it. Defirous to cure fo valu* 
able a perfon of a fort of phrenay or mad*- 
nefs^, that rendered all hiaother excellent 

endow- 



^ The ffityr in this pliice cannot be thought ex- 
travapnt, or too fevere, by thofe who dulj confider 
that principle in the human mind, whence aJI fauFtj 
and remarkable (in^larities, whether in drefs, be- 
Imvtour, or language, moft common J7 proceed 5 a 
man -s fond and ovierwAsintng conceit of hbnfelf^^ ^ind 
ridiculous overbearing contempt of people about 
Jiim ; which it (aid to be the cafe with our Lexi- 
phanes. Tbii every (bber perfon muft allow to be 
a fort of madnefs in difguife ; but perhapi too com- 
mon, 88- well as too harmless to require a confine- 
ment in Bedlam. Moreover I am juftified in it faf 
the authority of Lucian, who in all the corrcfpond- 
ing pafHiges, a(cribas the fam« diftemper to his Lex- 
iphanes, and cures him in the fame mapii^ri by a 
potion originally prepared for an infane patient. 
Cervantes too, with equal humour and judgment, 
reprefents Lexiphaniciim, or an admiration of Lexi- 
phanick writings, as the firft fymptom of Don Quix- 
ote's 
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efxskkwmentft good for nothtng. laccofted 

^thts DodlBor, L dcfired him to piidcrihe^ 

and pixnm&dhim afee^ butinfteadofan** 

fwrnngUkseLaieafaaEblecreaturey or being 

ote's madnefs, and through the whole courfe of it 
paints him a compleat Lexiphanes* In a word, the 
greateft wits in all ages, and in all nations, have 
concurred, and feem to ha?e taken a peculiar plea* 
Aire in making that chara^er the object of their 
ttioft pointed ridicule. Ludam and Cervantes I have 
already mentioned j Rabelais has a very pleafant 
pafTage to the fame purpofe, where Pantagruel meet* 
a Limoufin fcholar near the gates of Paris, and after 
hearing him Lexipbanize for fome time, cures him at 
tail, and brings him back to his native gibberifh by 
a iquee^te in the (hroat ; Butler too, from whom I 
have taken the niotto, defcrlbes Hudibras in that 
chara^er, and in a manner quite new and original. 
Neither has it efcaped Plautus and Shakefpear, the 
one in his Miles Giotio/us^ and the other In Ancient 
Piftol. I only wonder that Swift has never intro- 
duced this character in all his numerous writings. 
How muftit haveHione when painted by hi&maflerly 
pen \ But he appears to have thought it an objeS 
too faibred for ridicule, though he has ohkU very free 
with others feemingly more fo ; for he has wrote 
againil the thing, Lexiphanicifm I mean m a very 
frave and ferious ftile. 'Tis perhaps for this reafon 
that Young, who in his old age, or dotage, dege- 
nerated inta a downright Lexiphanes, having always 
kid a twang that way, calls him, in the eiTay on 
Original Compofition^ an Infantine Genius, The pom- 
pous Pedant too, who is my Hero^ for the fame 
caufe, I imagine, fpeaks fo flightingly both of Swift 
and Butler in his Idlers, not bearing to fee the thing 
he is fo fond of ezpofed by the one, and his own 
likeness drawn by the other. 
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awakened by a fubjeft which commonly 
makesallDodtersalittlc attentive, he went 
on repeating feme verfes, for, I fuppofe, he 
had been engaged in the rehearfal before, 
which I am fure were every way blank, for 
I could neither make head nor tail of *em. 

Second Physician. 
Do you remember any of thofe verfes ? 

Critick. 
How the d— 1 can I, for I did not un- 
derftand one fentence, not one line. O yes, 
now I recoiled, he invoked the genius of 
ancient Greece, talked of Greek and At- 
tick Lore, raved about Power's pur- 
ple robes, and Pleafure's hairy, pooh, I 
mean flowery lap ; then made an hideous 
ado, about a meditated fcerie and a flame 
of paflion ftruggling through the foul, 
which deep kindled, fhews afuddenblazc 
acrofs, vafl: of fize, with fiercer colours, 
and a night of fliade. Ay, thefe were fomc 
rf his laft words, for jufl: then— 

Second 
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Second Physician. 

• ■ i 

Ha? ha! ha! By all that's good this 

mutlbeA , for I remember fomething 

very like it, in his poem on the Pleafures of 
Imagination, which he calls zprime/ubje^^ 
importing mqft a poet's name. 

Critick. 
Ay, ay, the very fame. Prime is a great 
word with him. For being obliged to pre- 
tend a quarrel to get free from his non- 
fenfe, he dared me to profane his prime 
part^ as he called it, and told me when def- 
pair grafped my agonizing bqf&m^ IJbould 

learn^ thenljhould learn. But this poem, 

this Pleafures of imagination, is it of any 
note, is it held in requeft, hath it fold, or 
doth it ftHl lie on the3ookfeller's flail } 

Second Physician. 

What queflions are thefe.? Where have 
'you, lived th^feJaft twenty years? Hath it 
fbM, or isitinrequefb? Why it hath gone 
through numberlefs editions. "Tis the 
prime poem^ and he is the prime pet of our 
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age and nation. He is admired^ quoted, 
commented upon by oiir men of modem 
tafte. 

Criti4:r. 

Good God! fuch men of tafte ! what 
age is this we live in ! that men ftiould 
ever admire any things cfpecially poetry, 
which they cannot underftand ! Yet, per- 
haps, for that very reafon they do it. *Tis 
become a ftrangc world, this of ours. 
Pray heaven I foon get abroad again *• 

Second 

* I htd iaid ink former note, reafining nvpuid h 
thrown aw4iy ptt ih$ Mdmiftff rf this pott. That tUi 
c^nfure may not be thought too fevere, I fliall here 
add one oblervation, obvious to the meanefl capacity 
and fupplJcablri^ all fuj^e^* )t i^ this. As plain- 
nefs or peripicuity \% the' firft beauty and ^eateft 
perfe6tion in writing, fo its contrary^ darkaers and 
obfcuritv, it its greateft fault and deformity. And 
I ihalliupport it,, by the. gre^^ft authority, one of 
them, the Engll/h tongue can afford. I mean the 
fiimous Burnet of the Charterhoufe, who in his pre- 
face to the third book of his -Theory, has tl^e foU 
lowing paflage. *' As to the ftiJe, I always endea- 
vour to exprefs > myfelf in a plai? and pf rfpicuous 
manner i tnat the reader may not lofe time, nor wait 
tod long to know my meaning, I would not wil- 
lingly," continues he« ** give any one the trouble 
of reading a period twice over, to know the fenfe tS 
it ; left, when he comes to know it, he fhould not 

\UTik 
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Second Physician. 

Nay, he is •ftiled <mr Britifti Lucretius, 
and ev^n pronmineed 1>y our prefent cri- 
ticks, not inferior to Milton, Dry den, 
Pope ; in a word, all our beft poets fince 
the reftoration. 

Critick. 
Our Briti(h Lucretius! TheRomsm, if 
he can be found fault with for any thing, 
*tis for being too fimple and unadorned *, 

whereas 

tbiiik it a recQlmpeftc^ for his phvns.** If k^gtHt a 
man , wrhihg on the grandeft and fublimeff of aft 
themes, the original fbrmation of this our World out 
of a fhapdefs Chaos, its firftdeftruCtion by a general 
deluge, its lad bj an univerfal conflagration, and its 
renovation into a new and miore glorious Heaven and 
Earth, and the final confnnrymatfon of AH Thiirgs | 
if fuch a man, I fay, in fuch a febjeA> require plain- 
nefs and perfpicuiiy, as fo kiedeflary *nd indifpen- 
fiible, what mud We think of an ordinary author, 
who, writing on a common fubje^, and in poetry 
too, labours in a manner to be dark, affedled and 
obfcure ! 

♦ This is pretty nearly Mr. Htime's opinion of 
Lucretius, in his EflTay on Simplicity and KtfimmeHt, 
He fays, in the Ame place, that an excels in the! 
latter is more dangerous and more to be guarded 
agaihft than an excels in the former ; and adds, that 
even then, above twenty yearsago, there w«re fymp- 
toms of an approaching decline of \%&t> V^ti'Cfik. \tl 
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whereas the other, if he has any fenfe or 
meaning at all, which, by the way, is very 
much to be queftioned, it is wholly hid 
under a fuperfluity of ridiculous fantaflick 

ornaments, 

• 

France and England. How tnilj he hath prophe- 
cied, at leaft with refped to the latter, let the 
Ranablers, Pleafures of Imagination, &c. juftify. 

Now I have mentioned this gentleman, for whofe 
character and talents, I entertain the higheft venera- 
tion, I cannot pafs this opportunity of making him 
an acknowledgement forlfuffering his illuftrious name 
to appear in the margin, for the mod part, in fuch 
bad company. But 'tis only for a few words I thought 
s^fFedled, and it was his great and fo juftly deferved 
reputation that made me take notice of them at all. 
And I would by no means have it thought that I 
approve or follow the praAice of our periodical cri- 
ticks, who, when they difcover a few inaccuracies 
or trivial flips of the pen, nay even of the prefs, think 
themfelves fufficiently entitled to condemn it. 'Tis 
certain that the following lines in Horace 

Sed^ uhi plura nitent in carmine ^ non ego paucis 
Pffendar maculis^ quas aut incuriafudit 

Aut bumana parum ca^uii nfitura, 

could never be more properly applied than to two 
late hiftorians, Mr. Hume and Dr. Rol^ertfon. To 
the latter of whom a like apology is undoubtedly 
^ue, for mentioning Mas Da^id Black" s Declinature^ 
which is perhaps the only unjuflifiable word in his 
elegant hiftory. It Teems to be a term in the Scotch 
law, and this author with his ufual judgment* attri- 
butes the corrjuption of the Scotch dialed to their 
law, and the pleadings of their Lawyers. . 

But there are others who have gone thro', as Lez- 
iphanes fomewhere (vijs full as fatiguing afer<vice of 

celebrity^ 
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ornaments, that 'tis with great difficulty 
come at, when you do 'tis good for nothing, 
and you regret your trouble. He refem- 
bles a little dirty ill-looking Baboon, 
buriedunder a huge ill-made birth-day fuit, 
and when you have ftript him bare of his 
tawdry covering, you meet with nothing 
but what difgufts the eye and offends the 
nofe, and every other fenfe about you. In 
fhort, 'tis hardly poffible to name two 
writers whofe tafte and manner jar fo 
much, and are fo diredlly contrary to one 
another. But who is the great genius, pray, 
that hit upon fo happy a comparifon ? 

Second Physician. 
A perfonage of great note, I affure you, 
one oijignd celebrity for critical powers. He 
writes on poetry and painting*. You're 
a great admirer of. rhyme, I know, and 
cannot reUlh the blank verfe at lead of our 

celebrity y as either of thofe gentlemen, and who ihould 
have appeared oftener in rhe margin than both, had 
not the notes and extrads, taken from their writ- 
ings, been loft, (fee the Preface) though. 1 ihould 
hardly have troubled them with an apology for the 
freedom. 

* Daniel We^b,Efq; 

F ^^:^<. 
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days. "But were you to reacd hrm, ysn 
would foon alter your opinion ; he would 
Toon convince you, rhyme is fit For no- 
thing but madrigals, epigrams and acroT- 
ticks. 

Cr I ti CiC. 

JSo he's a warm stickler For blank verfe. 
I thought fo. But I Fincerely believe this 
blank verfe has been the gteat corrupter 
r of our tafte and language, both in profe 
and poetry. For my part,! have for fome 
time made it a fort oF rule with me, to 
read nothing of that kind except Milton, 
whofe words, :ftyle and rmeojure, are fo 
mvLth tiis own, and fo well fuited ^o the 
4eftinefe of his fubjeft, that they fet him 
Ncqually above all Grlticifm and imitation. 
^Tfstrue, 1 have read Dr.A' > ■ ■■■ .eie- 
gant poem on health, as well as a very 
.happy imitation of it, by Mr. D 
on agriculture. They are both firr^ple 
.and natural, and have few or no hard words 
in them, but for that very reafon, per- 
haps, are lefs fought for-than others writ- 
ten in the fame manner. Yet with all the 

Twerit 
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.merit the poem on health undoitbtedly 
j>offeifes, I ftiould think it wrong to liken 
it * to thofe noble produdtions, Bucking- 
iham'fi ^Eflay on Poetry, Rofeommon's on 
.tranflated Verfe, and Pope's on 'Griticifm, 
jail didadtick poems. Though 'twere grant- 
ed in^erything^ireeqtial, this very cir- 
cumftance of its being written in blank 
verfe, would give' it tlie difadvantage. 
Th^ manner does very well m tragedy, 
whcrfe^ftyle approaches nearly to profe ; for 
-which reafon it muft be unfit for every other 
•fort of poetry. Befides,* property fpeaking, 
it is no verfe at all. Verfe comes from 
ttlie Latin Avord vertere^ -to turn. Now if 
•there be nothing inthe meafure which in- 
'• forms the ^ar when the ver fes turn and r^?- 
/«r«, or when one vserfe ends and another 



^ J do not mean fey what is faid above, to infinu- 
ate any thing to the difadvaot^ge of Dr Aiinflrong's 
excellent Effay on Health, with refpeft to its corjdu^, 
xompofition and fentiments. As to thefe ^ind the 
xladical elegance, furity and drnplicity of the ftyle 
it is, perhaps, equal to any work of the kind in our 
language. I only intend to ^ive it as my private 
opinion, that the want of Rhyme is fo very eifentlal 
a defeat in a performance of that nature, that hardly 
jail other perfiefl ions can make up.ior it. 

F 2 . \^^^VDl%^ 
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begins, it furely does not deferve that title, i 
This is evidently the cafe with mod of l 
our modern blank pieces: did not the 
compofitor carefully place one line of ten 
fyllables under another of the fame length, 
but print them in the ufual manner, we 
fliould never find them out to beT>oetry, - 
but (hould foon be convinced they were 
bad profe. Whereas, print the ancient 
Hexameter and qiodern rhyme as you 
pleafe, the Daftyle and Spondee on the 
one hand, and the return of found on the 
other, can never fuffer the mod indiffer- 
ent ear to miftake. 

But I (hall not infift much on this topicfc, 
feeing it is only a difpute about words. 
But our admirers of blank verfe, complain 
that rhyme is a bondage, and lays too great 
a reftraint on the poet. This is only fay- 
ing, in other words, he is no poet at all, 
or is too lazy to be a good one. The mea- ^ 
fure of the ancients feem to have been a 
greater bondage than our rhyme ; it was 
certainly fo to Virgil, who has not left one 
imperfed verfe in his Paftorals or Geor- I 
gicks, though many in his uEneid, which did i 
J ' ^^^ j 
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not receive his laft hand, as we learn from 
this circumftance, though hardly from any 
other. However, we do not hear that com* 
plaint from any of them. But the truth is, 
in this very reftraint and bondage lies the 
fuperior excellence of rhyme. It is great 
merit, and it gives mighty fatisfadion, to 
overcome a preffing difficulty, and to over- 
come it in fuch a manner that no traces of 
it are to be feem All the beauty and 
grace of writing depends on this princi- 
ple. To choofe fuch words, and place 
them in fuch an order, that every common 
reader (hall think he can do the fame, till 
he come to try ii, auJ then finds himfelf 
jjrvut'^ t:;i:qiul to :h:2 u"^:: (li/i a vi^an 
mail a-cds ii^aiciLaiii a higacr oplaioa of 
the writer who does this, than of him in 
whom he perceives pains and labour at 
every ftep he takes. On the other hand, 
a perfon acquainted with the hardfhips of 
compofition, muft receive infinite pleafure 
from a piece that feems to have been fi- 
niflied at one happy touch, without cor- 
rection or labour, but which he knows 
F 3 from 
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fronr experience, muft have coft th 
thor extreme pains to bring to that 
©f perfedion. Dryden, Pope, aiKi ] 
others have written in rhyme with a 
eafe and fluency of profe, not to fay^ I 
verfe ; and I need not afkyou, that 1 
thefe things fo well, who. have take 
greateft pains, and who have over 
the greateft diflScuIties ? But (hould 
granted that rhyme is tob heavy a bui 
blank verfe, on the other hand, is asj 
too light an one ; our language nati 
fells into lambicks, and any man wh 
reckon his ten fingers, may put a i 
paper into blank verfe in asmany mint 



♦The above obfervaiion is fo well prov 
iHuftratcd, by an ingenious correfpondeni 
Gazetteer of the 28th of April laft, xhat I canr 
bear wfening the whole letter. That par 
which is printed in lines often or eleven fyl 
and is indeed as good blank verfe as is to be fi 
njoft, if not all, of our late Poems^ is no orh< 
a few paragraphs of a former News-paper. 

To the PRINTER of the GAZETTE 

Fridayr^ April 34, 

I was this morning at breakfail with an in{ 

f>iend, and four or five of his gueits : The 

a late performance (called Lexipbanti) on hi 
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But wjere there no other, this reafon alone 
would induce me to give th^ preference to 
rJiyme. For rhyme, even rn our degene- 
rate days, when all true tafte feems to be 

banijfh- 



table lying, together with your papfer of this rfiorn* 

ing. 

My friend (who is a warm ftickler for blanlc-verfe) 
was much offended at a paffage in Lexiphantt^ in 
page 104, and is as follows : '* Blank verfe is too 
** light a burthen ; our language naturally falls inta 
" it J— and any man who can reckon his ten fingers, 
** may put a news-paperimo blank-verfe in as many 
*• minutes." My friend warnjly faid, he would give 
ftnjr man (of the moftcorre^ ear) two hours, and de- 
fired any of the company to attempt it. Upon this 
challenge^ ft genileman In ct^mpany defired me to 
bt his amanuciifli, and (as foon %a 1 had my necef- 
ftry implemcnti rtVifSy) he took up your paper, tnd 
read the An ides of news, inftantiy^ into n^ dtam 
bUnk ^tT^t, My friend ingenuoufly recanted hit 
former opinion, in regard to iht vny gfttfl imp9rtanri 
of thftt tpecies of poetry } and it was agreed by all 
prefent, that r fliould fend you fome parts of the 
mannfcript (deducting tvery thing which tn fuch • 
tircfs, might appear ofFenilve or indelicate) 

'Tis currently reported and believed, 
Tbat Monfieur RouiTeau hath at length accepted 
A penfiorr.-— — When the poft left Genoa, 
Advicearrived (which much alarm 'd the Senate) 
Viz. That ibe tipops, of Coriica had made^ - 
A difpoiition: (aftually) for ftorming 
St. Bonifacio^ both by fea and land. — 
Letters from Paris^ dated April g, 
Say, that a perfon (without name) had fent 
To tfaft Frcwslii Aica^emy (November laft) 

F 4 K^^^TL 
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baniflied, and nothing but grimace and af- 
fedtation prevail in its room, leads to a 
fimpler and eafier expreflion, and does not 
require to diftinguilh it from profe, any 

of 



A golden medal, worth two hundred livres, 

D'^ftin'd for him, » who (in their judgment) fhould 

Compofe the beft difcourfe upon the ufe 

Of founding free eftabliihments, or fchools. 

For drawing and mechanicks. The academy 

Adjudg'd the prize unto the Sieur Defchamp.— 

Yefterday came to her moorings in the river, 

The Four Friends, William Merito, from Boulogne. 

Laft Saturday, at Canterbury Market, 

Wheat rofe in price two fliillings in the quarter.— 

We hear from North Wales, that the feveral counties. 

Of Denbigh, Flint, Montgomery, have refolv'd 

To ahr.liih that mean cuftom (long prevailing) 

U; kcrpin^ !::van:^ at ihcir (ri^-d^ cxpe.^ct, 

Uy iTjfing ol tlifir wr.ges cne t.'ird mere. 

— Arrived here (at Bath) the Duke de Franfac, 

The Count deConflans — Earl of Exeter, — 

Sir Alexander, and my Lady Powel : — 

Sir William Draper, — General Patterfon, — 

The Colonels Garbut, Wyvill, Deacon, Campbell.— 

The Capiains Cornwall, Donnell, and Conellan, — 

Miftrefs Nott, Miftrefs Greenlow, Miftrefs Bates, — 

The two Mifs Hartleys, Mifs Squires, and Mifs Smith. 

— On Wednefday laft, alas I with ihame I fpeak it, 

A woman ! young ! and quite genteely dreft ! 

Went to a Bortd-Jheet milliner's : — enquiring " 

For one, by Name, who iodg'd in the firft flGor, 

But then from home : — They civilly defired 

** She would fit down in the back parlour ;** — There 

She waited half an hour, then took her leave, 

Havii;^ with art conceard — (oh, ihameful art !) 

A^fmall 
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of Lexiphanes's hard words, or Thomfon's 
ill-jointed, worfe-founding compounds. 

J—N. 

Your fentiments and mine are, in this 
article, totally confonant and entirely con- 
lentaneous. For in order to maintain the 
dignification of blank verfe, and fupport 
its requifite exaltation over profe, our poets 
have been neceflitated to have recurrence, 
to an inverted collocation of words, retro- 
gradation of accents, an abfcifion of vowels, 
a detrupcation of fyllables, and a diame- 
trical aberration from all the legitimate 



A fmall tea canifter— (oh, fie !) of filver. 
And feveral yards of fineft BruiTels lace : 
Which wei-e not mifs'd till fhe had got clear off. 
t From fuch examples let all mortals know. 
What dire effeds from negligence may flow ! 
Oh I ne'er may mllHners (henceforth) preAirae 
To leave tea canifters about their backward room f 
'Tis this that plagues mankind with theft and ftrife. 
And robs the guilty world of many a Culprit's life. 

t I beg leave to take notice (by way of commen- 
tary) that my poetical friend (warra'd, I fuppofe, by 
thediftrefs of that laft article, which, I obferve, he 
hath dignified by two or three apoftrophe's) was na- 
turally teiBpted by his fuhijedl to rife above lifelels 
blank verfe j and he hath accordingly quite forgot 
-the news-paper, and foared into the J^clifinian regi- 
ons of downright rhyn^e. 

F 5 rcvcidft.'^ 
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modes^ of ^eech^ without die fmafleft fe- 
laxarionof mettiealrigoiff, repti^ant and 
difcordant to the genius of our language, 
and of which there are multifarious exem- 
plifications in the productions of the im- 
martal Milton himfelf *.. 

SficoKD Fhpysiciam. 
Good heavens r what language is this? 
Why 'tis worfe than I could have imagined. 

Cur TICK. 
Ftoltd you 9>y but yom ma^ Bght of all 
r faixf. Can any thing bedone in this m€~ 
lancholy cafe ? Had I not met you by ac- 
cident, I intended calling at your lodgings,, 
to cofrfult you5 OH: tMs bufinelk And iD>- 

♦'Tisi WMxrth takinf^ notice of, that moil, of tie 
hard wonds: in this ff^ech af« to be found in No. 86 
aodi 88 of the Riamblev, wi^re LdUjibaaesrtnBauaf 
Milton 'sVerfifkrarion'y and profe^ng.hisrdefire to be 
generally underftood, ftudioufly declines the dialect 
of grammarians^ and if any where oblcure^ begs it 
may be imputed to that 'votuntary tnterdiSfhrt, F 
fhoiild be gfad ta tnow what dialed he writes in^ 
or of what art thefe hard words are* the propfer 
terms r 

The above fpeech, frowever, is feid to comsin 
hi^ real fentiments witfi rcfpe€t ro rhyme and bkak^ 
▼erfe* 

deed 
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dfted had done it before naw^ but the adr 
ventuFe of the reheariing poet drove itr out 
of ray feead I believe yeu like hard words 
as Kttfe' aS' I dOj nay, am totd you have 
written againft thena *. But you muflj be 
fcnfible, this inveterate difeafe, op rather 
epidemieaP madneft, w^Hl not yield tathat 
alone. More powerful reEnedies muft be 
applied, and I (hould be glad to know 
whether Apothecary's Hall furniflies any 
antidote againft it. The ancients purged 
the brain of madnefs and choler, by mearn? 
t)f white Hellebore : then why fliould not 
our modfern Efculapiufes poflefs forae ip^ 
cifick to clear the ftomach snd inteftrnes of 
the filth and tralh of hard words ? for oul? 
of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
fpeaketh. 

Secoj^d Physician. 
' I know not i but I have a, draught in my 
pocket here,. I was going to carry to one of 
ray mad. .patients. 'Tis a member of par- 
liament, who loft his wits together with his 

♦ I i»em«niber la bate feen a fmaii treatife of Hiat 
nature afcmbed to Dr. Armftrong, how truly I ca/i- 
noi fay. 



io8 LEXIPHANES. 

place, at the laft change of miniftry . He has 
been very furious indeed, and we have had 
much ado to prevent his dying the death 
of an old Roman or modern Engliftiman; 
befides, he ufed to be continually raving 
about Dubeity and Totality^ which he would 
have it, occafioned him the lofs of his of- 
fice. This makes me think, there is fome- 
thing not unlike between his cafe and Mr. 

J Ti\ and that this potion may do our 

friend fome fervice, for 1 obferve, fince the 
mad member has taken it, he has been al- 
together filent as to thofe hard words I 
fpoke of. It works upwards, and with great 
violence. What do ye fay ? Shall we try 
it upon Lexiphanes ? 

Cr iti ck. 

By all means. 'Twere tQ be wifhed we 
could only recover him fo far, as to enable 
him totranflatehisown Ramblers into tole- 
rable good Englilh ; fuch Englifti, I mean, 
as a common reader might uncierftand, 
without the help of a dictionary. For, af-^ 
ter all, this may be a bookfeller's projedt 
at bottom \ he might Write his Ramblers 

to 
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to make a didtionary neceflary, and after- 
wrards compile his dictionary to explain 
his Ramblers. Such devices are not un- 
Lifual in the trade, and ought to be dif- 

couraged. Come, Mr. J -n, take this 

draught ; drink it up. 'Twill be of 
mighty fervice to you, if you knew all. 

J— N. 

Do not, Doftor, exhibit your medica- 
ted mixture to me, but to that hypocrite 
of learning to bibulate, who has manifeft- 
ly no (kill in the politicks of literature, 
and who thinks thofe who are endued with 
the utmoft redlitude of intelledtual regi-» 
men, in his predicated tortuofity, and in- 
anity of imagination. Like the Samian 
Sage, he would obtrude upon me a quin- 
quennial filence * ; and unlefs he be check- 
ed by a proper counteradtion, would con- 
geal me with the frigid and narcotick in- 
fection of habitual drowfinefs, voluntary 
vifions, invifible riot of the mind, and 
fecret prodigality of. being, intb torpor o£ 
tongue, fuppreffion of fentiment, and in- 

'^ Almoft literally from Lucian. 
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activity of pen f . He furvcys me with 
the niicFGfcope of cntkri^ii) but my own 
laurels obumbrate me from its fu&iMBa- 
tkma J. His cowardice is Itrrcd to the 
attack, and he miftakes foftnefs^ dHfi- 
denee, and moderation, for imbeeilky, 
dejetftion, and crepitude of intdkd. 
But my firmnefoandfpirit (hall overpower 
his arrogance and repel his brutality. I 
(hall eenvifKe him I have more fldll i^ tbe 
poli ticks of literature,, thadtb ewer Vida ha A 
And fince ray long; and fatiguing fervice 
of celebrity J daz^lea not the impefti^^mcc 
of his in^irmacy to ^ fitter diftamtse,, I muift 
confute him with bacdiinary catiocinadon. 
My cudgel, with reiterated rcpercuifions 
of commnnkated aflkults,ika{U:ibooL diSs^ 
miiiate^ by i rapid cventrfetowa, thjebrina 
ia Hs pefiieranium^ blood wi ht& pericar*- 
dkim,. marrow m feud periofteum^ aodf inr 
teftines in h43 peritocbeutQ. 

f Here is fli ^/7/^;iiott failowed by a 7r£a<^^ Coii^ 
fult the Rambler, No. 8q. throughout, a mod JeK' 
cimis morfel of Lexiphft^Uck eHoqweHce^ 

X Rambler, No. 156. 

Critick. 



LEXllPHA-NES. m 

Gr ITI C K. 

So, he threatens with his cudgel. I 
thought what 'twould come to. Doctor, 
fhali I venture on him ? Will you ftand 
by me ? You fee what a fwipgeing fel- 
low 'tis! 

Second Fnr sictAjf. 
Stsrtid by you! ay, that I will; and, in 
fuch a eaufe, to the very laft drop of my 
bfocxf. Courage, and to him again. 

CRITtCK. 

What, Mn J— n, you thought to 
buHy us^ as you did Mr. Foote! In your 
cudgel, itfeems, confifts all your boafted 
ftill in the politicks of literature. Biit 
you (half not fenbck me down, as if I were 
your bookfcHer*. Cbnfider, my friend, 

we 

*' Th<; mgvnious Mr. TeObSi, h is (kid, once iar* 
tended to e»h^bk ILexipfnnie^di) thie flta^; ia aill ttis 
pompi and {alemnky of his i^cdaliiirjrV An en^ibi* 
IM^ whkhy b his hafKb,: mtift have b««» Idghlj 
gntcrtnamgy. aad migAt have heen Qfefiil. But lie 
was deterred from it, on being told, that Lexipha- 
nesi threatened to appear in peffdis and perform the 



principal part himfelf with his Cudgfii. The ftory 
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we are two to one ; fo not a word more of 
your cudgel, Sir, as you tender your ears, 
or value going to fleep in a found (kin. 
You may chance to come ofFwith a fevere 
dmbbing elfe. 

J N. 

Seeing I muft fuccumb under the vio- 
lence of prejudice, the fury of force, and 
the fuperiority of numbers, I (hall proteft 
rnyfelf with the ma(k of deceit, the grin 
of irony, and the fneerof diflimulation*. 

My very benevolent convivial aflbciates, 
I (hall not henceforth attempt to darken 
gaiety, or perplex ratiocination by baculi- 
nary argumentation. Pra<5tife not there- 
fore the ftare of ftrangenefs, pronounce 
not the monofyllable$ of cpldnefs, but 
with the fmile of condefcenfion, the folem- 
nity of promife, and the gracioufnefs of 



of his knocking down the Bookfeller, who is crown- 
ed with the Jordan j in Pope's Donciad, is well 
known. No doubt that gentleman regretted his 
Pericraniim was not defended by that ufefiii imple- 
ment,' when attacked by this Lexiphanick manner of 
reafoning. 

* A brace otTriads^ which Lexiphanes is fuppo* 
fed to fpeak afide^ 

^wcQurage- 
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encouragement, attend tothefonorous pe- 
riods of my refpeftfiil profeffionf, and 
concede me a more extended, a more de- 
liberate, and a more favourable audience. 

Second Physician. 

By all means. Speak, and fpare not^ 

my friend J n ; words are fair, and 

therefore ought to go free. But fifty-cuffs 
and cudgei-work is foul play, efpecially 
among criticks and gentlemen. — 'Tis 
heavenly fport, i'faith. [ajide to Critick. 

Critic k. 
I'm glad you like it. But you*d foon 

chang.3 your n^^te, wer^ you to licar aa 
much of it as I have done, 

J- — ^. 

I will not indeed infift on the affirmation, 
that my Ramblers are devoid of defedts j 
for having condemned myfelf to compofe 
on a ftated day, I might often bring to my 
tafk, an attention diflipated with the Ihrieks 
^nd ejulations of children ; a memory 
embarafled with heterogeneous purfuits, 

t Ramb. No. 194. 
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and inceilant interaruptions from the im;^ 
portunity of duns^ jmd fedulity of cat ehr 
poles ;, an.imaginatioQ overwhelmeds with 
the £ume&of hefternai compotations of con- 
vivial Burton ale ; a mind diftradted with 
anxieties in^ agglonterating expedients to 
obviate the hebdomodal recurrence of the 
nadicalpoftulates of my landkdy's pecur' 
niary impudence^ and a body languifhing: 
with diftemperature,. confequentiaL on the: 
teitetated i;epercuirion& of comraumcated 
pleafures. But whatever (hall be the 
final fentence of mankind, I have labour- 
ed to refine our language to grammatical 
purity, and to clear it from colloquial 
barbarifms, licentious idioms, and irregu- 
lar combinations. Something I have ad« 
dcd to the elegance of its conftruftion, 
and fomcthing to the harmony of its ca- 
dence. And as it has been my principal dc- 
fign to inculcate wifdom or piety, I have 
allotted few. papers to the idle fports of 
imagination. Though fome, perhaps^ naay 
be found, of which the higheft excellence 
i^ to raife an undiftingjailh^d blaze of mer- 
riment, 
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riment, eafy facetioufnefs,, and flowing hi- 
larity, for fcarcely any man is fo fteadily 
ferious as not to require a- relaxation from 
the fternnefe of mjj philofophy, and the 
difciplinarian morofenefe of didtatoriaL ia- 
ftruftion *. 

Therefore, Mr. Critick, I value not the 
infiduouB faftidiofity q£ your reproof, and 
abdominal vociferation/ And I ohfecrat^i 
yoUy IVfe. DoiSor, to* concede me leave of 
abfence, for I am, af prefent, ioftigatcii by 
the ramifications of private friendrtiip, to 
pay a biennial matutinal vifitation to my 
convivial aflbciate, the Ibiil-harrowingRich- 
ardfon, the moft em phatical author of Pa- 
mela, ClariiTa, and Sir Charles Grandifon, 
whofe confort has for feveral periodical lu- 
nary cireurarotatioris ceafed to be fluxion- 
ary^ by which means (he has loli all her 
powers of fecundity, and to the great in- 
felicity of the defiderating fajr ome,. haa 
become totally unarable andunafcenfible f. 

* Ramb. No. 20S. f LiterarHy fnnti Lucian. 

SECOND 
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Second Physician. 
Worfe and worfe. I find I mull give 
him a larger dofe than I thought on ; and 
it may kill him, for I told you it works 
with great violence. 

Critick. 

Faith give it him all. Though it (hould 
kill him, there's no harm done. This 
fellow, if let alone, willpoifon the fpeech 
of the whole nation. ' 

I befeech you, gentlemen, to relax the 
mufcles of your difcipUnarlan morofenefs. 
I perceive thiit yon are invidious of the 
high i^^ut which my gigcvntick aiU ilupe;;- 
dous intelligence that grafps a fyftem by 
intuition, has obtained on the pinnacles 
that you are betrayed by paffion into a 
thoufand ridiculous and mifchievous afts 
of fupplantation and detra(flion ; that you 
would gladly lure me into drowfy equili- 
brations of undetermined councils ^ and 
congealing my intelledhial powers in per- 
petual inadlivity, by the fatal influence of 

frigo- 
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frigorifick wifdom, would deprive meof the 
ftamp of literary fandtion which my works 
have received from the diflemination of a 
rapid fale, and above all, from the annual 
emanation of royal munificence, the very 
mention of which muft drive competition 
into the caverns of envy, and make difcon- 
tent tremble at her own murmurs*. 

Cr I T I c K. 
What can the folemn fop mean by the 
annual emanation of royal munificence ? 

Second Physician. 
What I don't you know he has a pcn- 
fion t of three hundred a year from the 
privy purfe .? 

Critick. 



* Ramb. No. 193. 

t Befides being Lexfcographer, Grammariaa, 
Poet, Critick, Play-wright, Effayift, and Novellift, 
all which Lexiphanes is to a very eminent degree, it 
feems he is alfo a fort of prophet. At lead, I can- 
not help thinking, when he wrote his definitions 
of the word Penfion, that he muft have been under 
the influence of a prophetical fpirit, if flot the fe* 
cond fight, for which, a witty but unfortunate man 
has ridiculed the S^tch nation, as being a fuperfti* 
tion peculiar to them, though 'tis, in truth, a very 
ancient and univerfal fuperftitioii, many traces of 
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Cr I T I C K. 

Where is the merit that entitles him to 
that rare favour and diftindion * ? 'When 
you fay he is not altogether void of fenfe 
and meaning, though frequently an odd 

fort 

it being found in Homer, and forae even ra Siitke- 
fpear. In the firfl: place, Lexiphanes defines a pen- 
fion to be an alloivance gi^ven ivithout any equivalent ; 
and fecondlj, the fay tfa flaie-hireling for treafon 
againft his country. Now I can .hardly think that 
either of thcfe definitions ever becamie entirely 
juft, till JLeaciphanes faimfelf became a penfioner. 
For if his merit in authorfliip is the equivalent for 
his allowance, I make bold to fajr, that merit, if 
not negative, is at leail to ufe a word of his own, 
•entiiely evanefftnt^ and of courfe, no ^qutvalent at . 
all. In the next place, thouglx it cannot be alleged 
he was ever guilty of treafon againfl: the conftitution 
of his country, yet there are, in his writings, num- 
berlefs treafonable pradtices againil its language, the 
-purity of' w^iich, next to the prefervation of our con- 
ftitution, our glory abroad and happinefs at home, 
is, methinks, the moft important, and ought lo be 
the moftuniverAil concern. 

*I have heard it whifpered, that tie real caufc 
:ivhich procured Lexiphanes his.peniion, was the con- 
•tempt and averiion he is well known to entertain 
for the Scotch nation and their innocent couatrj. 
lit fffems, the greatiBan at that time - was afraid he 
-might conjain his powers of altercation and detradion^ 
fto two very witty and ingenious men, v^ho, through 
•caprice or fsidlion, were then a^ufing a people vei^ 
-grofsly, whom, 'lis faid, they were far from diflik- 
mg in their hearts. But this anecdote, is metliinks, 
extremely improbable j fori can never imagine that 
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fort of one, ^md always more oddly expref- 
fed, you have laid- all you can withjuftice ' 
fay in his behalf. 

Second Physici ak. 

VJhy, he tells you himfetf, his ^works 
have been dijfemimted by a rapid fak^ and 
bis }gigantick and ftupendous imelligenee bos 
obtained a feat m the pnnacle of art and 
lofty mmrs of ferenelenming. 
Cr I t I c k. 

Three hundred a year ! iSdeath, 'ti&im- 
poflible. It muft be a lie, by all that's 
good, and I^von'tbelive it. 

fttninider, 'wiio reljing, it may be prefumed, on 
the reiEtitude of his meafures, and confcious upright* 
nets of his he«rt, Xb nobly, I will not fay politically , 
neglected fuch men as Wilkes and ChurchiJl, would 
ever (loop to purchafe the filence o»(y of Lexiphanes 
at (b high a price : for I have jiot heard he hath ever 
*mployed bisponvers of celebration in the caufe df his patron^ 
xt^(eail-I do not remember to have feen his very re- 
markable cloven foot in the party wranglings of that 
period. Be this, however, as it will, it implies, at 
any rate, arery fevere fatyr ffgainft the tafte of the 
public, which, 'twas fiippofed, could be influenced 
by any thing faid on either fide of the queflion, by 
that heavy affe^ed pudant, who has not the leaft no- 
tion of eloquence, poflefTes not the fmalleft talents 
for wit, humour, or ridicule, but when he makes an 
attempt that way, as do huu juilice, is bii: feldom, 
appears as clunify and aukward as a danciu'^ ^^-^x . 



lao LEXIPHANES. 

Second Physician. 

So ! not fatisfied with giving me the lie 
downright, you fwear to it. Look ye, 
friend, 'tis nothing to me whether you be 
lieve it or no. But I tell you once more, 
he has a penfion of three hundred a year 
fettled on him for life ; and I am not a per- 
fon that like to have my word called in 
queftion, when I affirm any thing info fe- 
rious a manner. 

Critick. 

Dear Sir, I afk you ten thoufand par- 
dons. But let us have no quarrel about 
that. No, let us rather join in lamenting 
the melancholy condition tafte and writing 
are reduced to in our native country. 

Fali'n to the ground, they can no lower fall. 

'Tis really amazing our great men r 

Yet, perhaps, I wrong them, they might 
givie him this by way of hufti-money, to 
hinder his writing any more. — That can't 
be true neither ; he writes on, and what 
is worfe, they imitate him.— Tafte, genius, 
eloquence, even language are now loft 

among 
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among us without recovery ; we (hall foon 
relapfe into that ignorance and barbarity 
into which the whole world was funk dur- 
ing the dark ages. 

Second Physician. 
Do not defpair j in a virtuous attempt, 
every means ought to be tried. Could we 
only cleanfe this Augean ftable, whence 
all that filth and tralh has been fpread 
abroad l could we drain this muddy ditch 
whence all thofe torrents of hard words and 
terms of art have been poured out among 
the people, it might do fome good. Were 
the fountain-head once dry, the dream 
would fail of courfe. 

Critick. 
Ay, as you fay, every thing ought to 
be tried, and no time is to be loft. — Look 

ye here, Mr. J n, we are very ferious, 

you muft take this draught, indeed you 
muft. It will do you good fervice, more 
than you're aware of. Drink, Sir, and, 
quickly too ; if you do not, we will gagg 
you, and pour it down your throat by 

force. 

G ^ ^^^. 
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J -N. 

You perfift with a mod pertinafi^Ieus o^ 
ftinacy, and the fury of your menaces de- 
bilitates my force, Telaxes^ me ^srith a num- 
ii^, aftd congeals my refolution M^ith the 
frigorifick powers of vilktick feaJMuliiefs, 
fo that I begin to qudftion the veracity of 
ifame, and dmoft fltimber in the flttdes 
of neutrality *. But '1 am afraid the bibu- 
lation of thisanfidotal mixture will rtritiate 
me, and that if I ejedt all my reipletidcttcy 
of di6ti6^, dazzlitig fcintillations of con- 
^it, tegular ^nd unbroken ccfncatetiaticfns 
of allegory, perturbations of ima'ges, iftgu- 
rative diftortions of phrafe, foft lapfes of 
calm mellifluence t, accumulations of pre- 
paratory knowledge, fudden hradiations 
of intelligence, and powers of celebration 
in the caufe of my patron ji am afraid, i 
fay, that the annual emanation of royal mu- 
nificence would become torpid, frozen.and 
congealed, and no longer continue to flow 

♦ R&mb. No. 159. t Ramb. No. 152. 

with 
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with its ^ccuftomed 4CGel€r3.te(J vel<jcky in 
itjs prpfent eleemofmary chann,^!. 

Second Physician. 
Hp l^egins to comply j '^tis ojily the fear 
of hispenfion that qiakeshim hefitate, and 
faith, between ypu and me*, there's fome 
rieafon for it; had he written like a Swift 
or Addifon, no-body would have qiinded 
him ; we have now got another taftc, we 
Iqyp tfepfe wJtiP elpvq-te and furprize lil^p 
Bays. { think ^w^ 4iad better fpeak kim 
fair, and flatter Jiiqi a little.-r-r J3o ; my dear 
5 '' n, take our advice,, drink this tmix- 

tui:e, 

^ la tke.firftEWtionof this work, I ti«$t.i^$i |I)e. 

?lhpafe bitwHnyouandl^ wbieh tho' Ji RiRft 1)^ :<Qn- 
dfed to |>e anmiainatjc^l, is j^f^vixoA iiqiv^fj|l> 
I7 ufed in Cjixiiiliar coavef&tion^iind^fpm^tim^s Uy 
cur b€ft coroick writers : fee Wycbe^ley's Plain 
^Htler, This very trivial flip, if lit be one, h^s 
not efcaped the diligence and fagaqity of the.l$ar^- 
^ and candid Reviewers. One of our worthy Jaboiir- 
«rs in that periodical drudgery, has d]e<?lgred, t^is 
phrafe, and a few pthers which are Qnly ifTipno^ar 
in 'his cra«y imagination, to be more xiflF^five to a 
judictous reader, ih^n all the hard words I had at- 
tempted to expofe. See Critikjal Review. "His fel- 
low drudge in the Monthly has u fed me wi^.A^iU 
lefs ceremony : ** The author of the Rambler, fays 
•* he, is jC^furcd for writing ill by a perfon who 

G 2 ** CWOvSkX 
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ture, get rid of that confounded abfurdity 
of hard words, and learn to talk and write 
like other people. All the world allows 
you a man of feufe and learning ; and here's 
your friend, a mighty admirer of tT>e found 
philofophy and deep obfervation concealed 
in your Ramblers, would give almoft any 
thing to fee them tranflated into good old 
Englilh. • 

** cannot write at all." To prove which, he in- 
Hances this unlucky, between you and I ^ old 'ueonm^ 
J canmtfor fi^ heart. Such are, reviewers, and fuch 
are their learned labours. They concur in ccnfnr- 
ing me for my coarfe illiberal humour and treatment 
of the moft refpemble Dr. Johnfon and others. I 
have obferved in my Sale of Authors, and I repeat 
the obfervation, that our Reviewers, like Sir Roger 
de Coverley, who would fufFer no body to fleep at 
church but himfelf, will not fufFer an adventurer at 
the pen to be reprehended, tho' ever fo juftly, bj 
any but themfelves. Abufe and Billingfgate is their 
province, the very food they live on. The only 
piece of humour that can with the leaft fliow of rea- 
fon be called coarfe in this work, is the exhthitm 
of the Emetic to Lexiphanes, and its confequences. 
Not to mention that this was neceffary, being taken 
from Lucian, it furely is nothing near fo indelicate 
as the (landing and favourite witticifm of the Re- 
viewers, the ufe which they enjoin all pamphlets to 
be put to, which happen to be written on foft and 
pliable paper. 

J-^ N. 
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J -N. 

Conftrained by neceflity, inftigated by 
the ramifications of your private friendfhip, 
and overcome by the importunity of ycjur 
Solicitations, I declare my felfobfequious to 
your councils, and behold I bibulate. ■ 
Good God, what's this ? What a fortuitous 
coUifion, what an inverted retrogradation, 
what an enormous combuftion, what ^ er- 
ratick grumbling pervades the total invo- 
luted feries of my inteftine canal! I have 
afluredly fwallowed a fqueaking devil, or 
got a ventriloquift in my abdominal re- 
gions. Boax, Boax, Boax^. 

* Vid. Lucian. The reader may reft aflured, that 
after the fecond phyfician becomes concerned in the 
dialo^e, moft, if not all, the hard words and Lexi- 

pbanicifms, put into Mr. J n*s mouthy are really 

to be found in the Rambler, though the refereaces 
are neither fo numerous nor fo exa6t as they might 
have been, owing to a caufe already mentioned. 
Should any doubt my word, they may be convinced 
with feme trouble, and add a thoufand more to the 
ftock if they pleafe. 

From this time forward, Lexiphanes is a mute 
perfon in the dialogue ; and I am perfuaded every 
man of tafte, and well-wiilier to the language of bis 
country, joins me in the hope that he may ever con- 
tinue fo. 

G ^ ^YXSS^-^ 
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Second Physician. 
Well done^ my friend J n, ftrain 

hard, and you'tl do the budnefs. Come 
throw up powers^ that villainous word 
powers^ a word never ufed by any good 
writer, but now applied by our modern 
fribbles to every poflible things to every 
thing relating to men or beaft, or to things 
inanimate. We hear of nothing hutpowers 
ofriTicuie*^ mentdpowersj inteltediud powers^ 

patron 

• This wrpWflioD, i%^^\\ a« mmatf&wirt, U \$ 
be found in the Dialogue $ of tin Dead ; though not 
in tBofe written by the noble author. Biit' then ihtf 
are in a manner fafi^2oi)ed hj Bis greai autft^ritti 
as well as by that of the honourable perfon (Nlr. 
Y — k) who ufes them ; nor arc the three dialogues 
rfefefred td af iA\ htii^^fihf off tAc pfec^f tfjey have 
t;btained'. Not^ithftaritfih^ wfcfkh, 1 tMkt Ao ftrti- 
pie to' cendemrt thefi^ tw6 phrstfes iks^ quaint and Leitf- 
iph^nrcft. Bcfid'ei, rh'€ m>rd h'dkrr, \ti iht ferife f« 
^hich f dtfipprbre it, is fi{td evert by Iny Lord Lyf- 
x^\i<ii\ hhtifeir Certain I am, If «f^d at M, if M 
b^ett tif^d te^y fpirlngfy irt that feirflif; by if r>y of dti# 
<5fd Waters. Yet' I inuft owri, t&* gt^arth^fi of thofe 
iffOdefn dUtb^lrhie^ a Ihtle ftag^erS tne, al^tf ibaM 
me fufpeft I may have contradled irt ufifi^i^rdnablii 
difguft at h, fVom iti having been hAckt khdyii ifl the 
i&x^xi^f h h^^, by diif liibll difefa^ ^htho^s^, f«d^ ft! 
Jii^-i^ft f^d A-i^i-^dfe. Nor ttiair (Jf faifli^ J* ^«K» 
fd bt ft%ft Witlt k fiiVel- #sitch Or bt^cklH ; fbt" tfifl 
reaf9n only, the meanefl of the vulgar, who nM af^ 
' ford the price, have got them, and they are univer- 



LIXIPHANES. 127 

pa$rm pmi^rs ^ Uierafur^j powers of ddh^ 
rms rkcktmim. Inftead of fayiubg, as 
people didi formei^ly ^ fvich a one is a perfon^ 
of tikxlea^ part% or abffitiea, tbo word now 
is, be h^ gtea^ potmrsy and thofe p&wers 
airet,, acoording to tha wares be (|eals in^ 
^thtr iica^ricali ^»vicd^ tragical^ poisicd^ 
Qtparadmicd. Th« D^iodern Rd(<^u8 Gai>* 
not ilep upoin the ftage^ but in the ^ext 
news-paper«, out ears are dunned with the 
amazmg^bifttrkd pymn of our inimitable 

ftltjr deemed a piece of low finery. For the fame 
Ttd^t ip^thinks every pojito wrher ought to be 
cautipus bow be ufes a wqi^ or phrafe, equivocal or 
doubtful at bed, and which has already been fo much 
dicbafed by the common herd of fenblers. 

I muft lijtewife take notice in this place, that I 
do not pretend to rejeft or expunge^ out of the Eng- 
li(h language, %nj^ far iefs all thofe words, which, 
to pre^rve the humour of the dialogue, I hav«* 
caufed Lexiphanes to throw up. Such a thought 
ivouki be highly ridiculous j for experience and th^ 
pra^ice of the beft writers have (hewn us that ihercj 
it 00 word, not even the hardeft in all his Dictionary 
or Ramblers, but what may be proper, nay th^ pro* 
pereft at certain times, and in lome circumilances. 
Proper nwrds in their proper places^ is the definition 
of a good ftyle given by Swift. Therefore it is not 
the words themfelves, but their afFedted ufe, and 
the affected phrafes that I find fault with. But how 
to attain the one, and to avoid (he other, is not to 
beJMrned from a grammar or di£Honary ; but by 
k4^K good company and (ludying good authors. 

G 4 • G^xiv^S 
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Garrick ; nor M- y exhibit a new piede, 

(another of their cant words, feldom pro- 
l^er^ but in the mouth of a puppet-man, s 
which, however, they are fure to exhibit on 
every ordinary occafion) whether it be a 
De/ert IJland or the Way to win btniy but 
we have a-difcuffion in the next Review on 
hi$ comick ox tragick powers^ juft as it hap- 
pens to be writ in blank verfe or blank- 
er profe. In the next place, get up, gaie 
I befeech you, impj frime^ forms^tbonoursy 
great words with the mad poet ; then take 
the lead2L vile phrafe, taken from the Card 
gr Billiard table. Lore^ Lore^ muft come 
away next, a word of mighty requeft in 
Prologues and Epilogues to new plays ; if 
the author has not been at fchool, the au- 
dience are defired to excufe his faults and 
pity his ignorance of ancient Lore ; but if 
he has dozed a few years at the univerfity, 
then they are bullied with his tranfcendent 
fliill in Greek and Roman Lore. In the 
next place, gtlup^gripe^growly rouze^ throbs ^ 
wbine^ words ail of them Englifti, but 

fpoiled, Mr. J- n, by your afFedtedufe 

of them. So, Co* Well done, i^ke 

laL^in, 
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again, my friend, put your fingers in your 
throat, Ibefeech, you, my dear Sir, bring 
me up all your hard cant words, of two 
and three, and if you can of four fyllables. 

J N. 

Boax, Boax, Boax. 

Second Physician*. 

Well done, i'faith ; here comes de^Joid^ 
delate y rephte^fuccumh^ difcufs ^torpor yf rigor ^ 
vernal^ diurnal^ paucity j inanity ^ vicinity y ce- 
lebrity ^ hilarity y and a thoufand others 5 fo 
To, his ftomach at leaft feems to be pretty 
clear now. 

Cr I T I c K. 
I aik your pardon, Doftor, there are 
fome words yet, linfifton't, are not to be 
left behind. He mull bring up repugnant 
and abhorrent. 

Second Physician. 
Good God, what do you mean ? What 
are you doing ? Why, man, all thefe words 
are in the — : and — 

C R I T I c K. 

What's that to me ? If they are there, I 

know no bufinefs they have to be there, at 

G s V^^ 
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leift 6h t¥*ty beeafidfi. Th«y (hill &mt 
u^ by hedttiis^ ^€tt they tvtfi in di^ 
thitty-hiiiii urticlfes. 

Second I^hySician. 
Nay, you'll do as you pfeafe . But take 
notice, I wafti my h^nds 6ii*t. 

Critick. 
Herts, get m^ m fdather^ that I may tickte 
hte throat with its irriMifii fMters^ and 
r^ti/bmii tbe takmijhf ktonan if hU ^efiglff- 
md r^ns. Soi h^f€ they come at laft^ 
but one (hould think he wrote the — ^ 
himfelf he had fuch an abborrency at part- 
ing with repugnant^ and to great a repug- 
nancy to part witha*i«?rrf»r.-^— *^ut as yet, 
1 have iTeen none of his virhdfi^qiiipedi^^ 
nont of his w*ords a ifbot and a half tong, 
thofe I mean which end in asion^ tViy^ dity^ 
titity^ icitudcy etAnie^ istnd lb forth. Be- 
fidfes, hie has brought a|>fWnexrf WftTrw^ 
ht^ §ium€rniom ;, heli€. of his q^aaiat af'^ 
feded phrafelB, fuch as the/A?n/ t?&my flf 
tim^thtfuperftM^lttPeref vanity^ and a 
' thoiifitrtd ttiore of the fame fort, Sbbuld 
^e iavethanbdtind>hei*Siittei!tttetht 

better 



better for all the pains we have taken. 
Pxay, Doftor, hpw do you accouBt fot 
that? 

Second Phyjsician. 

■ ■ " - ' • i 

The mod probable conjeftiire I can 
form, is what follows* Thefe words and 
phrafes, by the extreme pnderofity^ muft 
have fuiik fo far dow^n intso his ahdsmnd 
tegitms^ as to ge(t betow the vdve$f tbf Colon^ 
tiidnteift now be eht^iigjed in the invokf^ 
tions and ft^neiQi \m in^ml^md^iti fineh 
a manner, that^— 

Critick. 

Hat feat to I Wh^t aa^e you tiirning € 
I*exiphalae6 too iip6n itiy hands! <JOtQ% 
Ho&ox^ 'let uis tia^re tto more of your me^ 
dkaiteroifiaadlbkmnityi They niiaydo 
very wdl, and even be proper and necd^ 
firy in a treatife «n. anatomy^ or ;at aeon- 
ftdrtation of jpiave phyfidanas : b\:et faere^ ^be^- 
twoen <>udfelves ottly, and oa iiueh asii ©c- 
cafionas idiis, 'tis ao better thaa down- 
ri^ L&eipbanicifm^ w4iat fbo^fh of ^ fe 
heartily deJpifev 
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Second Physician. . 
I a(k pardon, I had forgot my felf a little. 
Why, thcfe words and phrafes by their 
great weight have (iink fo low down, that 
they muft now lie beyond the i^ach of a 
vomit. 

Criti c K. 

Then we miift give him a purge ; or if 
you have ever a glifter about you, I (hall 
ftand apothecary myfelf, though he (hould 
e'en ferve me as Gil Bias did his. 

Second Physician. 

No, no, we muft not dabble any more 
with him at prefent. That would infallibly 
put an end to him. Do you not fee, to 
fpeak in his own way, that he labours un- 
der great itnkecility^ that he is in a ftate of 
debilitating exfudation^ that he is relaxed with 
nufnime/Sy 2Lnd sl frigorifick torpor encroaches 
on bis veins. There is a manifeft approxi- 
mation towards the di/Jhltuion of bis frame of 
mortality^ and whoever beholds him now, 
can entertain no /^rf(?//«r/»C/i oftbefroffiiij 
of human life. All thefe fymptoms 

With 
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With mortal Crifis do portend. 
His days to appropinque an end*» 

To be ferious, we muft not let honeft Lex- 
iphanes die of the Doftor, if we can help it. 

Critick. 

Rot the fellow, were I fure this villainous 
infedtionhe has brought in among us would 
expire with hrm, I would difpatch him out 
of hand. But you'll do as you pleafe. 

Second Physician. 

Well, I am told there is to be a faleof 
Authors and Criticks very foon \ next week 
I believe, at Langford's. I (hall be glad 
to fee both you and Lexiphanes there, 
Perhaps you will be put up to fale your- 
felves. The time of audlion will be ad- 
vertifed in the news-papers. If, however, 
you think our friend's cafe fo defperate, 
that it will not be fafe to wait fo long, you 
may bring him to me to-morrow morning, 
and I (hall then order what may be proper 
for him. In the mean tim^, I leave you 

* Two lines in Hudibras, whp is painted bj the 
inimitable Butler^ as a great Lexiphanes. 
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to inftrud him farther, in the bcft man- 
ner you can. For I am a little hurried at 
prefent, and am going, by appointment^ 
to a confultation, with fome other gentle- 
men of the faculty, on the cafe of the 
Right Honourable — — ^ who has got fiich 
an obftinate Paraphymofis, that I fear we 
muft raakeacompleat Jew of him at laft. 

Cr I TIC K. 

Hark ye, Dodkor, a word in your eaf 
before you go. Coiild you not contrive 
to mix fi)me of your potion flily in ihc great 
man's 4»^-drink, for on my word, he ftands 
ai^ much in need of itj as LrexijAanes Wm- 
felf. Wduld toGoji £ had in^ej^ft to get 
you appointed, Phylkian in ordinary to the 
"•^ '■ ' , aiid then, if you could jprevail bA 
them to take your medicine, ft wou!d 
fjTOve of rriighty emolument to the whole 
nation ; we;lhoald not ftircly hive fomany 
franquiSiityi and pactficamns^ and tmanimtys 
in the next ■ ■ *. But as^jfor Lexipfeaiics, 
you may depend on my doing my beft, 
.fteifig you^-have Co well paved the way 
forme. BoSor, youar fevim. 

And 
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And how^ Mr. J— — n^ the only and 

tjie h^ ddrice I can give you, however 

hard it rtay fccm tx) a pcrfon of your years 

aad conqcited dignity, is wholly to for-^ 

get, and even, if I may ipeak fo, unkarn 

f U you have hitherto been fo fond of. Till 

rills be done, you cJan never expert the fin* 

€«re pcaifes of men of fehfe, or the rationd 

a|)plaufe <rf the publick. The eyes oE 

p^ple, of youth efpecially, whofe tafte is 

not yet formed, ^hd who have hothit^ 

to ^guide them in their judgment erf" books^ 

majr be dazzled for awhile with the faljfe 

jfiitt&r of your e}oqueni^ and the big tU* 

mcnir of your hard words. But how Ipon 

they iconic to be better informed, they will 

rejedt you with a l<^diing ccju^ ^ that 

, tranfport with which, it may be^ they now 

admire and inutate you. Should the Eng- 

lilji. be ?ver ftudied as a dead lang^iage, and 

ypur works reach to pofterity, if you are not 

red^onqd the 6rft corrupter of bur tonguci 

they will afluredly look upon you in no 

other light than as an author who wrote 

xna^ barbarous age, when dl true tafte in 

eloqu€fn!cc, was utterly deftroyed. Thofe 
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who make a foreign or a dead language 
their ftudy, are much better judges of its 
words and their arrangement, that of its 
grammatical niceties, or, if you will, pu- 
rity. That Patavinity objedted toLivy, by 
his contemporairies, we can now difcoverno 
traces of; but we hold him one of the 
chief clafficks on the fcore of his excellent 
words and compofition. Agreeable to this, 
and as I obferved before, the main excel- 
lence of a ftyle confifts in the choice of the 
wo!-ds ; the next in their order of arrange- 
ment ; and what ought to be confidered in 
the-laft place, is the grammatical conftruc- 
tion, for none but a Pedant will be offend- 
ed with a trivial flip of that fort, iinlefs it 
be attended with obfcurity. 

How it has happened I know not, but 
this order is now quite reverfed. You ef- 
pecially are fauldefs with refped to gram- 
mar, even fo to a degree of pedantry ; you 
have not omitted a fingle who^ tbat^ wbaiy 
ot which. The placing of your words, may 
perhaps have fome merit ; but then the 
words themfelves are execrable, and when 
they cannot be altogether condemned; 

your 
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yotir phrafes are, if poffible, more abomi- 
nable ftill. Nothing is fo familiar with 
you as the eye of vanity^ the band of avaricej 
with a thoufand more of that fort. You 
have made a god, at leaft a perfon of every 
vice and virtue, of every paffion and af- 
fedlion : a figure of fpedch never, but 
fparingly and on very folemn occafions, 
ufed by good writers; whereas you bring 
it in, at every turn, a moft eminent proof 
of the utter corruption and barbarity of 
your tafte. 

Would you chufe to forget all this fop- 
pery and abfurd ftufF? Would you wi(h to 
acquire fome reputation as a fcholar and a 
writer among men of judgment ? It is my 
advice to you, lay down an obftinatc refo- 
lution to read nothing modern, nothing 
that has been written fince the acceffion of 
thie prefent family, unlefs by thofe authors 
who had formed their tafte ih the foregoing 
reign. Such were Pope, Swift, Atterbury, 
Bolingbroke, and a few more, to whom 
I will venture to add, notwithftanding the 
high contempt you hold them in, Buck- 
ingham and Lanfdown. This contempt 
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efpecially of fiuckin^am^ which t 
your brotbsr Pedants * have joiiiei 
can account for no atherwife^ than 
ftrong antipadiy of bad to goody fo 
have written purer EaglKh^ and ii 

•Mr.Warton, auf hor of the EfTaj on tl: 
i» and^ Writmg* of Pope, is the perfon aJ 
in ihw pftfTagCi He Teems, indeecl, to ha 
ti'adled a particular antipathy againil Sbeffi 
lafi dultt^ of ftickij^hftin wb6 had the misfo 
be an auth6r» He fEtlls foul of him on eve 
fion, and telfs us, M#f'e is hQ ftamp ofQeni 
wrihngtf witk other qi»aint duff of that for 

He liJcewife, who adopts Mr. J -n's op 

Walfli, and feems fo mightilr pleafed with hi 
that gentleman *s ^vhrnp Pages rf Iiwrtitj^ 
puts INANITY in capitals. It muft be rei 
ed, that Walfli was ItCcotinted by Oryden 
jmdge^ if ever there was one, the beft Cric: 
age j and it was he who in a great roeafurc 
I%pe, for whith he celebrates him as the 
Judge and Friend, and fot which his memo: 
to be revered by every lover of Engli(h 
Surely one fhould have thought that a rep 
which Dryden and Pope, animated both by 
ihip and gratitude, had exerted all the ch 
their poetry to raife, had been fixed on i 
foundation. But behold the inftability of 
things f It is overthrown all at once, by t 
Lexipbanes, that itivincible Drawcanfir | s 
by one of his hard words ! 

At th^ fame time, and bn the fame occafi 
if I miftake not, this Mr. Warton caHs hL 
Lesiphanes the Excellent Rambler. 

Qui Bavium non odit, &C4 
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H^fcr ftyle^ whether varfe or profe, than ilat 

iihiib'ious iroblemanw Not that I woul<l 

£lbibltite}y conckmn all aothors fince tfat^ 

period vibmelkiio^ haveundoubteditKri^ 

and^ had they not iH:oftituted their adroira-* 

bte talents t& wrke for bookfelier^ mig^ 

have been ihodels of perfedtion *, But ad 

none 6f them are^ Fm afraid, alix)getl»9r 

pure, k Woidd be better for a peribn in 

ydur Extreme ticklilh fituatioii ^ beahb 

whoUy to abflam from thcni, 

* I mat fyth tlfit the writer of a kte Uftoiy k 
alluded to in this paiTsrae. And when we coniider 
it, rather as the projcd of another, than the favourite 
cjlofii:^ <ft tileme of its author, that he was writing 
not for reputation only, but alfo from another inO'» 
tlv^, iiiid mbttottr thai he was limited in the time 
g€ it& eirecuTion I Wd cannot but ftand amazed it 
tltofe abilities which tn fo ihort a time, eleven months 
it IS (aid, ^nd under Co many difadvaiftages, cb^td 
ptrodtce a t^rk, of that weight and importances 
with fo many beauties and fo few imperfe^ions, not 
6h\f M hof)6tir to its author, btit to the people 
^tefe tranfa^ions it records. What a reproiEU:i| ii 
it to the times it was writ in, that fo noble a gemus 
iI»otild either lie undet the Aeceffity, or eCveA find It 
convenient to write with any other view than reputa- 
tion alone. It cannot, however, be denied, that there 
ia fdmetl^Mig too iWning now and thert, both irt his ' 
words and di£ti6n ; but with this eirential difference $ 
what is tbe ffuit of art, labour and defign in the pe- 
danticJk bid fbhbdl-boy, proceed! from inadvertence 
and want of leifure to correct in (b lively aad (ptrited 
a writer as Oodbr Siuollet. 



140 LEXIPHANES. 

This being laid down as a preliminary, 
indeed, a neceflary ftep ; you ought to be- 
take yourfelf, without delay, to a careful 
and attentive perufal of the bell old writers. 
I would have you begin with the poets, 
taking care, however, to read them under 
the corredtion of a judicious mafter, other- 
wife you will be apt to make an odd con- 
fiflent jumble of poetick and profaick 
words, as I am fenfiblcvyou have already 
done. Were I to compare things fo wholly 
different, Iftiould liken your Ramblers to 
nothing fo much as to the Pleafiiresof Im- 
agination, and Young's Night Thoughts, 
both of them equally obfcure, affedted, and 
full of hard words. However, when read 
with due precaution, nothing can inftruft 
a man fo well as good poetry, in the tme 
fpiritof the Englifti tongue, and the force 
and energy of its particular words, of all 
which you have hitherto been entirely ig- 
norant. 

After you have continued a proper time 
in this courfe, 1 would advife you to be- 
take yourfelf, in the next place, to the 
ftudy of our bell writers in profe, our di- 
vines, 
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vines, philofophers and hiftorians, fuch as 
Spfat, Tillotfon, Clarendon, Temple and 
Burnet of the Charter-houfe. Obferve well 
their words and phrafes, and all the dif- 
ferent circumftances in which they ufe 
them. Take notice of the peculiarities 
of their conftrudion, and do not reje6k 
them, though they ftiould feem to be not 
wholly within the rules of grammar. 
Though I am fenfible that herein I differ 
from, fome writers, for whofe authority I 
have the higheft veneration, yet I cannot 
help thinking a living language ftands in 
fmall need either of a grammar or difti- 
onary. The exiftence of either is plainly 
impoflible before people have begun both 
to fpeak well and write well. While they 
continue to do fo, they are needlefs ; and 
after a bad tafte is once introduced, they 
will rather do hurt than fervice, at leaft, 
if we are to judge from your writings. 
The Syntax and choice of words are bell 
to be learned from good authors and polite 
company. 

But if you would fee the £ngli(h lan- 
guage in its full perfedlion, whether with 
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fcfpe<ft to purity, ^le^nce, composition, 
or choice of words ; would y^ou f^ acorn*- 
pleat variety of Ityle, whether on graven 
ludicrous fubjedte, read the works of Dr. 
Swift •, indeed, never lay tkem afide, let 
them never be out of your hand, but 
make them your conftant ftudy day and 
night. 

And now being well purged, and in 
time, 1 hope, properly inftpufted, to ufe 
i:he expreflbn of an admirable atrthor, 
whofe works, with equal prideand foppery, 
you have heretofore called fa^ts of inam$y ; 
if after fo much truly undeferved fuccefs 
you are difpofed 

To launch fo^th agen, 
Among th' adventrous rovers of the pen, 
lay afide, 1 befeech you, that cavilling hu- 
inour, that fupercilious vanity which leads 
you to pafs your afFedled cenfiires on men 
pf worth, infinitely fuperior to your own. 
Thinking, I fuppofe, that as much as you 
detrad from them, you add to yourfelf *. 

Above 



• This difpofition Is very natural to aLexip&anes, 
juulaiipoft infeparable from his character. The 



{ 
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Above all things, facrifice to the graces 
and perfpicuity, both of which you have 
hitherto ncgle<Sted, efpecially the former. 
When you fit down to write any thing, 

digeft 

^me tura of mind, which leads him to differ fo much 
from the common and ordinary way of expreffion, 
whether in fpeech or writing, leads htm.ro iogk 
down upon and defpife the reft of mankind from 
that airy throne which be has reared forhimfclfin 
his own fantaftick ims^nation . There can foarccly 
be conceived A more £lf-Qopoeited fop than the au- 
thor of the Pleafures : at leaft, as he has drawn his 
pwn pfi^re in tbit rhaf fody. The hatjghty over- 
bearing temper of that perfon, who fo welldeferves 
l:he name I have given him, is univerfaHy known. 
A moft eminent proof of it is his contem^pt^otis treat- 
ment of the late Mr. Churchill, a man, with all his 
fauks, of undoubted genius, and who, as a ^writer, 
had much mere merit, and hath ihewn «n infinitely 
better tafte than the pedant whp fo arrogantly affe^- 
«d to-defpife him. Had foe not been fnatched away 
l^y an untimely fate, and hadiie been move diffident 
and correct, and learned to polifh and blot, nie- 
thtnkshewas aUe to give perff^ions to xhytneiit 
kst^ hitherto been thought unfu6:eptible of, and 
which Dryden himfelf has not attained to ; I mean 
that of ninnitig the lines into one ^another -with «ft(e 
and gracefulnefs, and giving it all the variety and 
fwelling periods of profe. 

• Perhaps Mr. Churchill was fufficiently avenged 
of Mr. J— — n, for all the contemrpt He expreiled 
for him, whether real 0r -pretended, by the ^ngie 
nickname of'Pmfiofo ; a niiskname fittimg him fo ex- 
aiftly, that I had once thcwights of publiihing this 
Dialogue under that title, asit would.bcisvw^;ij|St- 
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digeft it well in your mind, and lay down 
a regular plan of it before you begin. Let 
your ftyle be plain and fimple, fuited to 
your fubjedt, and to the capacity of thofe 
for whofe perufal it is intended. But above 
all things, avoid the rock you have form- 
erly fplit on, I mean, hard, long tailed 
words, and terms of art. Give none of 
them admittance into your future writings, 
unlefs only in fuch cafes, for poffibly fuch 
may happen, where the avoiding them 
would appear, from the natural poverty of 
our language, greater afFedlation than the 
ufeofthem, 

I Ihall conclude what I have to fay to 
you on this head, by enforcing my own 
opinion with the authority of two of the 
greateft wits that ever were in the world, 
the one of modern, the other of ancient 
times ; I mean Lucian and Swift. It gives 
me concern I am obliged to mention to 
you Dr. Swift's definition of ftyle, which 

nerally underftood, and is more familial' to our ears. 
However, Lexipbanes is bj far more pointed and di- 
redt, for it literally fignifies Word-Jhiner ^ or one who 
always ufes, and is fnighty fond of, what my Lord 
Lyttplton would call, a ^i;zi»£ affeSed di^ion, 

19, 
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is, proper words in their proper places^ the 
concifeft, and, at the fame time, the full- 
eft that ever was given of fo complex a 
theme. I leave it to your warmeft admir- 
ers, and to yourfelf, when fober, to de- 
termine in what fubjedlyou can ?mA proper 
places for your hard words, terms of art, 
and abfurd phrafes. Surely no one will find 
them propei: in weekly Effays, on popular 
fubjedls. I beg leave to recommend ta 
your moft careful penifal, the great au- 
thor's Letter to a young gentleman on his 
entering into Holy Orders, which, if any 
thing can, will cure you and thofe numbers 
afBidted with the fame diftemper of their 
prefent madnefs. The next is the admir- 
able Lucian, who gives an advice, which, 
though applied by him to hiftorians only , is 
equally applicable to all other fubjefts, and 
holds equally juft in every language. 'Tis 
a general, an univerfal rule, againft which 
ho exception can be imagined, and, 
indeed, ought to be written in letters of 
gold on the moft confpicuous place, in 
every library and repofitory of learning. 
It is this, ufejuch words only as Jhall be well 
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approved of by the learned^ and eaJHy under- 
Jiood by the vulgar. 

Should you again cherifh an ambition to 
inftruft and amufe the publick with peri- 
odical Eflay s, or to tranflate into good plain 
Englifh, fome of thofe few Ramblers 
whofe matter may render' them worth the 
trouble ; in the firft place, make yourfelf 
mailer by repeated readings of the ftyle 
and manner of the Tatlers, Spectators and 
Guardians, the only perfect models of fuch 
way of writing, perhaps, in the world. 
But before you venture it to the prefs, read 
your Eflay to fome old woman, were it 
your landlady or bed-maker, and if Ihe 
does not underftand every word of it, con- 
clude there is certainly fomething wrong, 
and never ceafe altering it till (he does*. 

Should 

♦ Dr. Swift ftrongly recommends this method in 
the letter quoted above, and enforces it hy the ex- 
ample of the famous and virtuous Lord Falkland, in 
the lime of Charles the firft, whofe conftant practice, 
hex tells us, it was, " whenever he doubted whether 
a word were perfectly intelligible or no, to con- 
fult one of his Lady's Chambermaids, (not the 
\^^aitIng-v/oman, becaufe it was poflible flie might 
be converfant in romances) and by her judgment 
was guided, whether to receive or to rejeft it* And 

if 
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Should you undertake a work of greater 
importance or of longer breath, after \i% 
compleatedj let it lie by you for fome time 
at leaft, till the felf-applaufe naturally at- 
tending 

if that great pcrfon*" continues the Dean, " thought 
fuch a caution neceffary in treaiifes offered to the 
Learned World, it will be fure as proper in fernions 
where the meaneft hearer is fuppofed to be concerned, 
and where, very often, a Lady's Chambermaid may 
be allowed to equal half the congregation, both as 
to quality and underftanding.*' The opinion of this 
great mafter, with refpedt to fernions, it is evident 
may be applied with equal forceandjuftice to week- 
ly Effays, intended for the amufement bftei-tablei, 
and inllru6lion of the youth of both fexes. It is 
with (incere pleafure I own that the IVorld and Co«- 
mijjtur feem to be altogether fiaultlefs in this point. 
But Mr. Hawkefworth, a very ingenious man, ap- 
pears to have {V>oiled his Adventurers almoft entirely, 
by a fond and foolifh imitation of this Pedant, whom 
he equals in every thing where the other moft excels, 
and is far hisfuperior in fancy and invention. His 
words indeed are not fo execrable, but his phrafeo- 
logy is veryliitle better, and he deals almoft as deep 
in triads and ^aternions. I had not the Adventurers 
by me, when compoling the Rbapfody, neither did 
it occur to me, otherwife it muft have appeared at 
the bottom of the page, for I find it would have fur- 
pi ibed me with many delicious morfels of Lexiphanick 
eloquence. 

The inimitable Moliere too, an authority the 
greateft that can be alledged, conflantly followed, 
as we learn from Boileau, the practice of Lord Falk- 
land, recommended by Swift. It is a well known 
ftory of him that he never ventured 2ici^ o^ Vi\^ -^x^c^^ 
H 2 <a»^ 
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tending the heat of compofition be wholly 
abated. Then take it up, read it over in 
a cool moment, refining, cor>^fting, and 
polilhing to the utmoft of your power. But 
do not truft: to your own judgment alone. 
Confult fome friend, whofe candour and 
honefty you can rely on. But let it be one 
who laughs at your prefent manner of 
writing, as heartily as I do. You cannot 

on the ftage, till he had firft confulted his old Houfe- 
keeper, to whom he ufed to read his comedy, as fhe 
was fitting at the fire-fide in the evening, at work, 
with her fpedtacles on : and he always ufed to judge 
©f the reception his play would meet with from the 
audience, by the impreflion it had made on the old 
woman, and he feldom, if ever, found himfelf mif- 
taken. It would be well if our modern play-wiights, 
ihofe belonging to the Inns of Court in particular, 
would take the opinion of their bed-makers and 
laundreffes^ before they carried their pieces to the . 
managers or aQors, for of the two I take the former to 
be infinitely the better judges ; and I fhould enter- 
tain much more fanguine hopes from a dramatick 
performance, at which a laundrefs, on hearing it 
read, had either laught or wept, provided however 
fine had not laught at the fuftian of a tragedy, or 
cried at the dullnefs of a comedy, than from another 
over which flie had fallen afleep ; though the latter 
v/ere to be fet off with all our inimitable GarricKs 
managerial arts ^ theatrical povjers 2iX\6 judicious cafi of 
partSy cant pbrafes in vogue at prefent : nay, even 
though it were to be uihered in by a moft excellent 
prologue, and difiiiifled with a (till more excellent 
epiioguge, both written by that gentleman. 
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depend on the opinion of your former ad- 
mirers, orof the great men who gave you 
thepenfion. Thofe who could praife or 
reward you for what you have hitherto 
done, are, aflure yourfelf, very incapable 
judges. 

And now when you have fet the laft hand 
to your work, publifh it boldly. If you 
fhould not chufe to run any rifque' your- 
felf, or be at the trouble to folicit a fub- 
fcription, put it up to audion among thofe 
who deal in buying and felling books, and 
difpofe of it to the higheft bidder, riot in 
the leaft regarding any charadler one of 
thofe tradefmen may have over another, 
for his own fuperior judgment, or the 
goodnefsof his wares, A work of real and 
tranfcendent merit wilKmake its way into 
the world, though expofed to fale on the 
meaneft flail in Moorfields. 

But the laft, though not the leaft impor- 
tant advice I flmll give you, is this. Have 
no manner of dealing or concern wit'h book- 
felkrs, except what I have juft now hinted 
at. Never confult them, or take their 
directions about any fubjed you are to write 
H 3 ^^s 
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on ; never contrad or enter into any en- 
gagement with them about any work what- 
foever j if you are unhappily under any 
fuch con trad at prefent, get rid of it as quick 
as you can ; for it is imf)offible that a man 
v/ho writes for bOokfellers, fhould write 
well. They do not expeft, or even defire 
he fhould/ They are like thofe builders 
who build on fliort leafes, and want their 
edifices to laft only for a certain term. In 
my confcience, I believe they arc the great 
patrons of long vermicular words ; for this 
reafpim only, that they blot more paper, 
apd increafe the price of their wares. In 
Inert, never fiiew the bookfeliers a manu- 
fcript, till you think it fit for the prefs, 
aa4 then talk with them ^bput nothing 
elfe, except the price they will give you 
for it. 

Befides, haying now got a handfome 
penfion, you lie no longer under any need 
of writing for money. But improbable as 
it may be, ftiould you even be deprived 
of this provifion for life, do any thing ; 
die, ftarve, perifh, fooner than proftitute 
your pen for hire, ^ dirty inftrument in ftill 

dirtier 
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dirtier hands, to fpoil the language and 
corrupt the tafte of a people, fo rich and 
famous, fo renown'd and flourifbing, the^ 
mafters of the ocean and arbiters of the 
world. 

Thus, Mr. J n, have I gi^en you my 

beft advice. If you follow it, your Ramb- 
lers may polfibly be forgotten, at leaft, fo 
far as never to rife up in judgment againfl: 
you, and you may in time acquire a repu- 
tation which may chance to be lafting. If 
you do not, but return like the dog to your 
vomit, and like the fv^ine, to wallow in the 
mire and filth of your hard words and ab- 
furd phrafes, I can only fay, that I have 
aded the part of a friend towards you, and 
that you will have nobody to blame but 
yourfelf. But whatever courfe you follow, 
be afiured that it is impoffible you ftiould 
write worfe than you have hitherto done. 
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THE foregoing advice, tho'ac 
to Lexiphanes only, and in 
ner applied to one in his particular fit 
is intended for all who may write 
future, and may, without any vanity 
it, if ftriftly followed, be eminent! 
to them all. It is, indeed, little m< 
change of circumftances allowed fc 
a literal tranfcript from Lucian. Ar 
is nothing in it, but what may b< 
deduced from him, unlefs it be th( 
fages concerning Bookfellers, who ; 
tainly a very different fort of gentr} 
fent, from what they were in hi; 
owing to one of thofe changes wli 
art of printing has introduced ir 
Hate of Letters, and which, this 
ticular, is by no means advantag 
them. Lucian, were he now alive 
V have been, I am convinced, of th 
opinion, and would have concurre 
fame advice. 
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• In fhort, I have fcarce deviated in any 
one article from Lucian's plan, or made 
any additions to it, except in the Epifodc 
of the firji Pbyfician or the mad rehearfing 
Poety as I call him. I thought fomething 
of this fort abfolutely neceffary for com- 
pleating my defign, and I wanted to give 
my opinion, in the prefent difpute, about- 
blank verfe and rhyme. A very great 
Philofopher and Hiftorian (Mr. Hume) 
exprefsly fays, that in all nations and lan- 
guages. Poetry has attained to its perfec- 
tion before Profe ; and as far as I am able 
to judge, he isjuftifiedin thefe fentiments 
by experience itfelf. For the fame reafon 
whatever that may be, when we perceive 
the Poetry of a nation to decline, we may 
afluredly expedt to fee, very foon, a like 
degeneracy in their Profe. Blank Verfe 
differing fo little by itsmeafure from Profe, 
naturally leads to a fwoUen turgid expref- 
fion, anda fet of Hypercriticks among us^ 
ignorant of the general turn and bent of 
our language, and vainly fetting up Mil- 
ton and Shakefpear, as models of imitation, 
who certainly fpoke a difFerent-diakftfroca 
H 5 >«Ncsax 
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what we do now-a-days, and in all theiir rt 

truly valuable paflages, are entirely unicpa ol 

and inimitable, have recommended this al 

Blank Verfe, not only as the beft meafure b 

for Tragedy, where the example and fuc- tl 

cefs of our moft approved Dramatick fi 

writers, tho' I cannot altogether condemn nsi 

the rhyming plays of Dry den and Lee, a 

have rendered it preferable, but alfo for p 
the fublimeft and moft ornamented epick, j tj 

didadtick and defcriptive Poetry, for which \ 

it is altogether unfit, unlefs when under ii 

the management of a Milton or Shake- ri 
fpear. Thus has it become faftiionable, | h 
and hence the fwollen, turgid expreffion l n 
already mentioned, and fo natural and pe- | fi 

culiar to it, and of confequence, the vile b 

affeded .Lexi phanick fty le in Profe of Mr. f 

J^^ — ^-^n, and his followers and imitators. ^ 

The conduft of the Dialogue fhews that ' 
the circumftance of the. Pka/ures of hm- 
gimtm^ being the produdion of a Phyfi- 
cian, is the reafoxx why that is pitched uppn 
as the objeft of criticifin in particular^ 
vvhijft Qilier pierfor nuances of the fame na- 
ture, might have been met with equally 



^ 
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reprehenfible. But though not one tittle 
of the cenfure paft upon it, ought to be 
abated ; yet, I think, a great deal may 
be faid in excufe of the author, which at 
the time I did not attend to. *Tis certain, 
from the time of its firft appearance, it 
mud have been ajuvenile performance, 
and the manner of it, as well as Philofo- 
phy inculcated in it, I believe were all 
the vogue at the place where it was firft 
written, both of which are very dazzling 
in the eyes of a young gentleman of a luxu- 
riant imagination, before he has corrected 
his tafte from foberer and more approved 
models. Befides from the Rbapfodyy as 
far , as is intelligible to me, he feems to, 
he a man of virtue and benevolence, a 
friend to the natural rights and liberties of 
mankind, and a perfon of an enlarged and 
liberal turn of thought, qualities infinitely 
more eftimable than the happi^ft poetical 
talents in the world without them. Per- 
haps, the ftrange and unaccountable fuc- 
cefs it has met with, may be one reafon 
v/hy his name ftill appears before it, 
j though 
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though now of great eminence in a learned 
and ufeful profeffion. 

Having here an opportunity, I (hall juft 
barely recapitulate what, after fo long an 
interval of time, I can recoiled of the 
chief heads of my intended Preface, I mean 
the caufes of a prefent decline of tafte 
and good writing among us. The firft is 
that univerfal law of nature, to which all 
human things appear to be fubjefted; 
namely, a flow rife and progrefliori from 
a weak and infirm ftate, to that degree of 
maturity and perfedlion their nature is 
capable of, and thence a gradual decline 
and total diifolution at laft. The illuftrious 
author, juft now quoted, has handled this 
curious fubjedl in his Eflays, with all that 
accuracy and precifion peculiar to himfelf v 
and to him I refer the reader. My Lord 
Lyttelton has, I think, barely alluded to 
this caufe, but Doftor Swift has exprefsly 
taken it for granted. For he tells us, in 
his letter to the Lord Treafurer Oxford, 
that " the Englijh tongue was not arrived 
•* to fuch a degree of perfection as to make 
** us apprehend any thoughts of its decay.** 
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But I am afraid, that he was herein great- 
ly miftaken. Setting afide Shakefpear 
and Milton, Poets /«/ generis^ of a ftrain 
peculiar to themfelves, it feemed even then 
paft a queftion, that the poetical ftyle had 
been carried to its utmoft perfeftion by 
Butler, in the burlefque way, and by 
Dryden and Pope in the grave and ferious, 
of all whom we may truly fay, with 
Horace, 

Nil oriturum alias, nil ortum tale fatentes. 

And that Swift himfelf, and his contempo- 
raries, had likewife brought our Profe to 
the higheft pitch of excellence it ever will 
attain to, this is a manlfeft proof; he lived 
to fee it's decline, he lived to fee, not to 
mention numberlefs other proofs, Gordon's 
ridiculous and afFefted tranflation of Taci- 
tus, encouraged andfubfcribed to by all 
our prime nobility and great men. 

The next caufe which may not only have 
haftened the decay, but alfo prevented the 
due growth and full maturity of tafte and 
Letters among us, has been the peculiar 

temper 
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temper and fituation of our princes ; for 
nothing is more true than this proverb : 

Regis ad exemplum totus componitur orbis. 

Of all our monarchs that have reigned 
fince our tongue has become in any fort 
polifhed and refined, none appear to have 
had the fmalleft pretenfions to tafte, except 
the two Charles's. The unhappy exit of 
the firft, and the violent troubles and con- 
vulfions in which he was involved, during 
the greateft part of his reign, account too 
fufficiently why letters did not flourifh 
more under him, and why he did not more 
encourage them. The fecond was every 
way more fortunate ; bating his love of 
ribaldry and licentioufnefs, then fo preva- 
lent in the nation, and attended with fuch 
bad confequences, he undoubtedly poflef- 
fed a found judgment and difcernment 
both in ftyle and literary productions. 
Even his (hort and extempore fpeeches to 
his parliament, have a flrength and ele- 
gance, and dignity unknown to compo- 
fitibns of that kind now a days. But then 
he was entirely void of true generofity and 



I 
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liberelity, and feems only to have had a 
filly fort of good-nature which could not 
refill the importunity of the many craving 
miftreffes and hungry courtiers about him. 
Though no prince in his political capacity, 
not even Auguftus himfelf, was ever more 
obliged to Virgil and Horace, than Charles 
was to Butler and Dryden, yet he had the 
bafe ingratitude to fuffer them, though 
both men of virtue and blamelefs charac- 
ters in private life, the one to languifh in 
poverty and obfcurity, and the other to 
do what is as bad, to write for his bread. 

I have fometimes amufed myfelf with 
imagining what a fortunate circumftance it 
would have proved for Letters, had our 
prefent fovereign appeared on the Britifli 
ftage, juft a century before he did. The 
declared liberality and prote<5lion: of the 
monarch, would have iufpired that manly 
wit and genius fo peculiar to thofe times, 
and made them foar to heights that now 
perhaps we have no conceptions of, whilft 
his virtuous e^jample and avowed regard 
for modefty and decency,, would have 

tempered 
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tempered their licentioufnefs, the oriy, 
at lead, eflential faihng they had. 

But, however, though Charles aflforded 
no other encouragement to men of wit a^d 
genius, than his countenance, the notJte 
he took of them, or the private approba- 
tion he beftowed on them, yet even that 
was attended with good effedts, and pro- 
duced very happy confequences. For if 
it did not create, at leaft, it encreafed an 
ambition in the nobles and great men, not 
only to patronize and encourage Letters 
more effedtually than the fovereign did, 
but alfo to honour and adorn them by their 
practice and example. Nor did this im- 
pulfcy if I may fo call it, received from him, 
finally determine with him. It continued 
with the utmoft force and energy till the 
end of the queen's life. And, in fadl, that 
whole conftcUation of wits which fo nobly 
diftinguilhed and adorned the female reign, 
were all, without exception, formed after 
the example, and even by the precepts of 
thofe that had figured in Charles's days. 
Such was Swift by Sir William Temple, 

Pope 
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Pope by Walfh and Wycherley, Boling- 
broke, Atterbury, Steele, Addifonj Con- 
greve, Prior, &c. 

But now a race of foreign princes fuc- 
ceeded to the throne, who having no mo- 
dels of polite literature in their own na- 
tive tongue, could not befuppofed to en- 
courage what they had no conception of, 
in another which they did not underftand. 
But this was of little confequence in itfelf ; 
for letters having never enjoyed more than 
the countenance of the fovereign, had been 
long before deprived even of that, ever 
fince the revolution ; for William, though 
a great man, and a friend to liberty, be- 
(ides underftanding our language but im- 
perfectly, was as great a Vandd in tafte as 
the reft of his countrymen. But the fatal 
blov/, was given by the violence of the 
Whig fadion, which became then predo- 
minant ; and forgetful of the lenity where- 
with themfelves had been treated, and not 
contented with fhutting up every avenue 
to preferment, whether in church or ftate, 
againft their adverfaries, attainted, profcrib- 
ed, banifhed, and deftroyed them all as 



i6a POSTSCRIPT. 

far as lay in their power ; and amongftthem 
happened to be, not only far the greateft 
Ihafe of the wit, genius, and learning 
then in the nation, but alfo the raoft mu- 
nificent patrons, encouragersandrewarders 
of them. And this blow was farther con- 
firmed, and I may fay altogether rivetted 
by the long and abfolute government of a 
fole minifter, which foon after fucceeded. 
A minifter, who knew no method of go- 
vernment but corruption, no art of perfua- 
fion but proffering the dirty bribe, and 
could lay hold on no one pafibn or afFeftion 
of the human breaft, but avarice alon^ 
the moft fordid of them all. It was no 
wonder that this man's adminiftration, 
equally contemptible and inglorious, both 
at home and abroad, (hould rouze up 
againft him all the wit and genius, which 
he and "his fadion had left in the nation. 
And it was an unavoidable confequence, 
that He, who had no tafte himfelf, as plain- 
ly appeared from the choice of his literary 
champions and defenders, fo profufely paid 
out of the pubHckTreafury, (hould be an 
irreconcileable enemy, and do all in his 

power 
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)ower to deftroy That, wHich he knew 
vas his mortal foe, and which adtually 
wrought his down-fall as a minifter at laft. 
Befides, the lofig and inglorious continue- 
ince of this man in power, was attended by 
mother very pernicious efFe<ft So violent 
yere the difputes and contentions raifed 
ibout bim, and on his account, that the 
ivhole attention of the publick was diverted 
From every other objeft, and turned into 
>ne channel, into that of politicks and party 
ivrangling and altercation, producing only 
temporary pieces, which as foon as the,ir 
turn was ferved, were thrown afide like fo 
many almaaaeksor news-papers, and con- 
tained only materials for inflaming the 
p^fiians, without any of that rational amufe- 
ment and infhruftipn which every man who 
takes a book, with an intention to perufe 
itj has a right to expeft from it. 

At laft, thofe party heats and animofi- 
ties having in a great meafure fubfided, 
more from wearinefs and the want of pro- 
per objects to wreak therafelves on, than 
from fatiety or any other better caufe ; and 
all the great men who had flourilhed 
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in the queen's reign, being either 
attainted, retired or forgotten ; and 
the ignominious interval that follow 
capital work having been executed 
might ferve as a model of imitati 
great original and natural genius 
whofe authority might fix the attenti 
diredt the judgment of the publick 
not to be wondered at, if in thefe c 
fiances fomething happened to us, 
to that which befel the Romans, 
their licentious republic had degen 
into a moft defpotick tyranny, and a 
party difputes and diftindtions ha< 
annihilated under the denomination c 
emperors : I mean, that a parcel of i 
and Lexiphane/eSy and Paradox-m 
fhould arife, and feizing an almoft 
ftage, by their vapouring and hufBn; 
that petulance and impudence, fo v( 
tural to them, and h^ exhibiting fom 
to the, public, that appeared nov 
brilliant, in (hort, fomething that h: 
been feen before, (hould acquire a 
tation, which, however ill groun< 
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firft, may now be very difficult to deftroy. 

Hence the fame of an A de, of a J — n, 

and many bthers, whom I fhall not, at 
prefent, mention. And hence the modem 
reputation of a Young, who forgetting 
his better and chafter manner by which he 
had diflinguifhed himfelf, even when Steele 
and Addifon, Swift and Pope, were in the 
vigour of their faculties, became in his 
dotage, a perfeft Lexiphahes, and fuc- 
ceeded fo well in that way, that he is no 
longer known by his Univerfal Pajfwn^ but 
by his Night Thoughts^ at leaft his works 
are generally advertifed under that title. 

I have infifted the longer on this fecond 
caufe of the declenfion of letters among 
us, as it feerns peculiar to ourfelves. I 
proceed now to the third and lafl: caufe, 
which is however become univerfal. And 
that is the change which the art of printing 
has introduced into the ftate of letters, and 
which, as managed at prefent, not only 
prevents their improvement, but alfo their 
continuance in purity and fimplicity, and 
even haftens and brings on their degene- 
racy. 
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racy. It has, indeed, been of the moft 
eminent ufefulnefs, by multiplying and 
difperfmg all the , ancients which had 
efcapedthe ravages of time and barbarous 
nations, as well as all thofe modernB who 
truly deferve the name of Clafficks in any 
language, in fuch a manner, that their 
Ibfs feems now to be impoflible, and that 
they can only be dcftroy ed by the laft pangs 
and dying convulfions of nature. But the 
change which it has brought about in the 
trade of Bookfelling, and alfo its having 
made Authorfhip itfelf a fort, of trade, 
have been attended, efpecially in this free 
and commerical country, with inconveni- 
encies, balancing in a great meafure, 
thofe mighty advantages. Certainl)^, be- 
fore the invention of printing, Bookfelling 
was a very honourable and ufeful profef- 
fion ; and at that time, and long after- 
wards, it became ftill more fo. Book- 
fellers and Printers, who feem then to 
have been one and the fame perfons, were 
infadt, thegreatreftorers of learning, and 
the moft learned men in the world them- 
felvesj for the beft editions we have now 



POSTSCRIPT. 167 

of the Clafficks, and many other works, 
were pubUftied not only at their expence, 
but under their care and revifal. But riio* 
this profeffion may be fomewhat degene- 
rated from what it originally was, and few 
who are now engaged in it may be fuch 
learned men and fuch capable judges of 
literary produdions, as many were at the 
firll invention of printing ; yet BookfeUers 
are flili equally ufeful, indeed as honoura- 
ble as any other merchants whatever, efpe- 
cially thofe who follow that occupation 
only, and remain contented within their 
former limits, or even where they proceed 
one ftep farther, and purchafe at a price 
agreed on the right of a copy from any 
gentleman who (hall offer it for fale to 
them. But when once they commence, 
not authors, but book-makers and manu- 
facturers, literary projectors and under- 
takers, and for that purpofe hire labourers 
and journeymen to work under them, who 
are, indeed, very improperly ftiled authors, 
it is then that they become highly perni- 
cious, and even entirely deftruCtive of all 
good talle and learning. 



i68 POSTSCRIPT. 

In the firft place, the yearly, monthly, 
weekly, nay, daily lumber and tralh which 
they are continually difperfmg, in immenfe 
loads among the people, under the titles of 
Journals, Magazines, Mufeums, Mifcella- 
nies, Records, &c. every one of which, ac- 
cording to them, contains more in quantity 
than another, and are all compofed by 
authors of the firft eminence ; together 
with thofe innumerable hiftories and com- 
pilations of all forts, retailed every Satur- 
day night at fixpenny portions, and that 
infinite variety of Didionaries and Ency- 
clopedias of Arts and Sciences, by which 
they fritter learning to tatters, and afford 
but an empty fuperficialfmattering at beft; 
I fay, all thefe productions, which are pro- 
jedted and fupported, and even it may be 
faid, created by Bookfcllers, are attended 
with very bad confequence : that molt 
readers, feduced by curiofity, the perpe- 
tual puffing of News-papers, and a filly 
notion that the laft writers on any fubjeft 
muft be the beft, their minds being clog- 
ged and vitiated with this garbage, not 
only lofe all reliih of the old approved 

writers, 
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writers, in which alone are to be found 
the true and folid principles of learning 
and fcience, but alfo loath and rejeft them, 
juft as a green-ficknefs girl, when gorged 
with chalk and tralh, naufeates the niceft 
dainties fet before her at a regular meal. 
And in the fame proportion, that the older 
writers are negleded, modern original 
compofition is difcouraged. For in the 
days of our anceftors, every young writer 
who ventured a new performance abroad 
into the world, which feemed to promife 
any thing, was always fure of, at lead, 
a fair and impartial hearing from the 
public ; and if he merited the attention 
he claimed, he met with his reward; if 
not, the worft punifhmenthe had to dread, 
was being neglected and forgotten. But 
We, their Sons, are grown much wifer, as 
well as infinitely more cautious : the great- 
eft number now-a-days, will not fomuch 
as caft their eyes on a new produdion, 
unlefs, it may be, a Romance or a Novel 
manufadured for a circulating. library, till 
'they have confulted their monthly Oracles, 
a Magazine, a Mufeum, or a Reyievv, and 
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have feen what judgment is pad upon it 
by that labourer whofe talk it happens to 
be, or who has that particular branch of 
the manufadtory, under which it falls, al- 
lotted to him by his mailer and employer, 
the book-maker. Further, from the cha- 
raders of thofe who make up this perio- 
dical ftufF; for what man of any abilities, 
whether natural or acquired, will ever 
(loop fo low, unlefs compelled by meer 
necelfity, when the confcioufnefs of that, 
and of the unworthy manner wherein 
he proflitutes his talents, will probably 
render him a worfe performer than the 
heaviefl dmdge ? and likewife from the 
manner in which it is made up, always 
againft a flated day, which renders impof- 
fible the obfervation of Horace's nile, not 
even in nonam diem, (cldom in nonam i?$ram, 
no alteration, no erafemcnt, no rejefting, 
no waiting for the lucky moment, but 
away it muft come, generally as wet from 
the brain as from the prefs; from all 
which circumflances, I affirm, it is impof- 
r- 1 ihat ihefe pcnodical publications can 
' l.er than crude infipid trafh, or elfe, 

what 
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what is worfe, vile afFefted Lexiphaniclc 
fuftian,which difFufe and eftablifli a bad tafte 
wherever their circulation extends, and 
that may be called univerfal. 

In the next place, by thofe arts and 
praftices fo long continued and fo often 
repeated, the very name of author is be- 
come a term of ridicule and contempt. I 
doubt not but this very circumftance alone 
may have deterred many perfons of rank 
and fortune from appearing in that charac- 
ter ; together, perhaps, with their appre- 
henfions of the petulant ill-manner'd cen- 
fures of our monthly Criticks. And here 1 
cannot pafs by th^fe gendemen, without 
fpending a word or two on their praflices* ' 
They would fain pafs upon us as literary 
Doftors and Phyficians, as difcoverers of 
all defedts and imperfedions in v/orksof 
learning, genius and wit, I fhall neither 
difpute their pretenfions, nor queftion 
their Ikill in their calling. But methinks 
it is fufficient mortification, and even pu- 
nirtiment for a poor man, who fondly con- 
ceits the compofition he hasjuft put to the 
prefs will be univerfally read, and admired, 
I z ^xA 
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and excite the attention of all the wife and 
learned, to find it, when it comes abroad, 
lie uncalled for, and altogether neglefted 
in his bookfeller's warehoiife. ' The natu- 
ral death of all dull and unfuccefsful au- 
thors, is to doze away, infenfibly, in a 
lethargy. And this ufed to be their fate 
till that happy period, when bookfellers 
became book-makers, projecflors, andma- 
nufadlurers of literary Journals andReviews. 
But what fhould we fay of a Phyfician, 
who, after having pafl fentence of death 
on a patient, and feeing him fall into a 
lethargy, a mortal fymptom, and the na- 
tural confequence of his malady, fhould 
be at great pains to awake him out of it, 
only to ftretch him on the rack, and make 
him expire in torture and agony ; and then 
brag, as an inftance of his profound (kill 
in prognofticks, that no-body whom 
he had thus tortured ever furvived it ? 
Poflibly we might not be able to contro- 
vert that fl<ill, but we fhould affuredly 
think him barbaroufly and wantonly cruel. 
Juft fo is the general practice of our mo- 
dern Criticks. But to return ; that back- 
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wardnefs which men of independent cir- 

cumftances difcover to appear as writers, 

is of worfe confeqiience to Letters than 

l^ay-be imagined. For whatever our 

-t^x^ and profefled authors may 

Vfay tb the contrary, I cannot help being 

i; of opinion, that the acknowledged fuperi- 

erity of the ancients over us moderns, is 

\ l^fs owing to the fuperiority of the lan- 

•giiages they wrote in, than to that of 

tjle-ir. external circumftances ; for they 

A^'^lbre, almoft without exception, all of 

y^em men of diftinguifhed quality, for- 

tiJhe and confideration in the (late, inti- 

jsat'tely converfant, and deeply engaged 

'i§.'thje moil important public concerns. 

i.K^iit lam infenftbly got into a fubjeci, 

ifo4 among a fet of company, Bookfellers, 

\Btf rather Book-makers and their Labour^ 

■tis, very improper for the grave and fe- 

/rious air which this diflertation has Ijither- 

' tf^Uffiimed i therefore I fhall willingly take 

; njy leave of them at prefent ; for befides 

p^iuing the plan of this Dialogue fomc:-' 

.\^/H.at farther, I have already handled tiiem, 

ijfi' a fitter and perhaps a more ag,rc<io.hlc 



1 74 POSTSCRIPT. 

manner, in another dialogue, entitled, 
The ScAef>f Authors^ the hint of which, I 
need not inform the learned reader, is 
taken from Lncian's Audion of the Lives 
of the Philofophers^ and which I may pubtife 
alfo, (hould this attempt meet with a fa- 
vourable reception from the pubHc*. 

And now having had occafion to mention 
the name of this illuftrious ancient once 
more, I cannot but obferve on the peculiar 
felicity that attended the Greek, the lan- 
guage he wrote in, which continued from 
his days upwards to thofe of Homer, aid 
we know not how long before, a period of 
at lead a thoufand years, in a (late of ih^ 
utmofl parity. And I cannot, for niy 
heart conceive there is any extravagance 
in hoping that our own Tongue may be 
equally happy for as long a time, at leaft, 
as pur ifland (hall remain, or our gor 
vernment fubfift in its prefent form. In 
(hort, none of thofe caufes which operated 
To powerfully on the corruption of the 
Roman Tongue, and at lad wrought the 
deftrudion both of that and the Greek, 
feem at all to threaten us. We have now 
* See Sale of AuiViots, UXt\7 ^\iU\(Ked, 
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a Prince on the throne, who is a Briton 
born, and who glories in the name, and 
we have the faireft profpeft of an uninter- 
rupted fucceffion of fuch Princes. Our 
government feems to be fixed on fo fecure 
a bafis, and fo equally balanced, that we 
have no reafon to fear its degenerating 
either into Tyranny or Anarchy ; and our 
fituation as an ifland, together with our 
almoft invincible power at fea, moft efFdc- 
tually fecures us from conquefts or inva- 
fions, or even hurtful intermixtures with 
foreign and barbarous nations. So that it 
fliould feem we have nothing to apprehend 
for our language., but for our own levity 
and wantonnefs, our ridiculous fondnefs 
for vain and fantaftick ornaments, and a 
falfe brilliancy of ftyle. It was this which 
had crept into the Greek in Lucian's time ; 
which began the corruption of the Ro- 
man Tongue, and which now threatens 
to corrupt our own. But feeing that in 
glory and renown, and almoft in extent 
of dominion, we rival the Greeks and the 
Romans, and excel them far in the wifdom 
of our laws, and in the conftitution of our 
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government, raethinks it (hould be the 
conftant ambition, and it would be a laud- 
able one, of our princes and great men, 
and all thofe whofe fuperior talents and 
fituation in life enable them to guide and 
direft the tafte of the publick, to manage 
it fo that we might continue to rival them 
alfo in Letters and in Arts, which we can 
never expedt to do, but by preferving our 
language pure and uncorrupted. 

I (hould now take my leave of Doftor 

J n, a title which it feems has been 

lately conferred upon him in the News- 
papers, and is, indeed, a very good name, 
either to travel with or advertife by. But 
fome of my friends have infilled upon it 
in a very peremptory manner, that after 
fo much gravity and folemnity as is dif- 
played in thisPoftfcript, and in the advice 
or rather Sermon addreffed to all authors in 
the perfon of Lexiphanes, I (hould adopt 
the practice of a certain judicious Critick 
and Manager, whofe invariable rule it has 
been, after having exerted all his powers 
in the exhibition of any of thofe deep diftrejs- 
ful dramatic pieces which he has fo charit- 
ably 
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ably midwifed into the world, to difmifs 
his audience in good humour at laft, and 
to banifti all the thoughts of hanging, 
drowning, or (hooting, which fo many in 
this country are apt to entertain without 
anj%fovocation at all, by a moft witty and 
facefious Epilogue of his own compofing. 
They have likewife enforced this advice, 
by an authority, the greatefl to me in the 
world, I mean by the example of my own 

hero, Dr. J n himfelf, who frequently 

qualifies thtjlernnefs of bis Pbilofopby^ and 
the difciplinarian morofenefs of bis dilator ial 
injiruilion with the irreftfiihle cbarm of eafy 
facetioiifnefs and flowing hilarity. 

In fhort, they have made it a point with 
me, that after fo much formal gravity, I 
fhould exhibit all my powers to kindle npjuch 
an unextinguifhahle blaze of merriment^ and 
raifefucb an uninterruptedftream of jocularity^ 
as to convulfe a large company of readers with 
univerfd laughter^ and make them dijiurb 
whole neighbourhoods with the vociferations of 
their applaufe. 
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But alas ! I poflefs no fuch powers of 
merriment and hilarity ^ nay, I am really 
afraid, that the following Letter, which 
fell accidentally into my hands, and which 
I have inferted at their requeft, tho'againft 
my own judgment, will produce ofefts 
quite contrary, to what they are pleawl'to 
expedl from it. At leaft I can fafely fay, it 
had fuch upon myfelf: for, as there is no 
reafon to call in queftion the genuinenefs 
and authenticity of it, nothing, I think, 
can raife the indignation of any man who 
has the leaft fpark of good-nature and hu- 
manity in his bofom, fo much as to find 
that a worthy and ingenious foreigner, who 
has lately come to refide among us, and 
who has done us the honour to ftudy our 
language, in the feme manner as the moft 
learned men in all ages have ftudied the 
Greek and Latin, (hould have been fo 
barbaroufly and inhofpitably treated by us^ 
and that for no other reafon, but becaufe 

he has unluckily miftaken Dodtor J n's 

real aim and intention in compiling his 
Dictionary, and has thought he was learn- 
ing from thence the real and fimple mean- 
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ing of our moft common Words and 
Terms, whilftthe Doftor was only difplay- 
ing his own great wit and ingenuity, his 
difinterefted patriotifm, and fincere love 
for his country. 

I Ihall make no farther remarks, though 
there is an ample field for them ; but leave 
the unfortunate gentleman to ftate his own 
cafe, and to fpeak for himfelf. 

The letter above-mentioned was direc- 
ted to a Gentleman of great eminence in 
the Law, whofe name I am not at liberty 
to reveal. It is as follows, verbatim et 
literatim. 

Monsieur, 

ME be one Franch6man dat reprefent6 
my grievance to you vor de advife. 
My occupation be to dreflfe and to frizfi de 
Hairs of de Ladies and de Jentllmans ; and 
out of de pureafFedion vor de bon peuple 
of Eiiglande, and vor deir grand improve- 
ment, and dat dey make de better appear- 
ance, me leave my chere patrie, and come 
over her6. And me ave at de grand de- 
penfe made one purchai'e of de Didtiotiak^ 
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ofdeDodteurS — IJ -n, vor apprendrc 

more facilement, and parl6 more juftement 
and proprement de Englifh Tongu6. But 
dat vilain Didionaire ave led6 rate into ver 
grand raiftak6, and ave gott6 me kick6, 
cufFe, beate, and my teetdrivgdownmy 
troatc; and now me vant to know veder 
me can ave de aftion of de law vor my 

domage againft dis Dofteur J n. 

Ave de patience, Monfieur, and me vill 
telle you all my misfortune. Ven me ar- 
riv6 a Dover, me ave dans ma poche one 
piece of de fine Bruflel Lac6, as a prefant 
vor' Ruffle, or oder tings, for my ver 

good friend Madame la Duchefle of 

But no fooner me fet foote on flior^, but 
de grand vilain come, and he do fearch^ me 
and he take from me my Lace. I aike 
him, Foutre, vat Diable be you, and vor 
vat you robe me ? He telle me, he be one 
Officer of de Excife, and he do no more 
dan his duty. Den I fay, Foutre, dis be 
de hateful Tax6 levied upon de Commu- 
nity, and you be de Vretche hirg by dofe 
to vom Excife be pay 6. Den he enter in 
a grand colere, and •'he ftrik6 me, and 



I 
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breake my head6, Jamie. I tella him, All 
dat be in de Didionaire of de Do6leur 

J n * ; but he damn Me, and de Doc- 

teur J -n bot. 

Ver well, dus I lofe my Lac6, and ave 
my head6 broke ; and now I go vor Lon- 
dres in de Diligence, and de ver next 
day go to Monfieur SAY^ and defire 
Him to put in de Gazetteer, as one Ar-- 
tide of Nouvelles -, Dat laft night6 arrive 
from Parie, Monfieur Dugard de Bel- 
lei6ie, to drefl6 and to friz6 de Hairs of 
all his ver good friends de Noblefle of 
Englande, dat he ave his habitation at de 
Gridiron, in Broad St. Giles's, and dat he 
vill vait on de Ladies and Jentlemans at 
deir own houfe. But Monfieur SAY 
tella me, ver civillement, dat he muft ave 
de Money From me, vor dat deGouvern- 
ment charge to hime, and make him pay6. 
Den I tella him, I fee it be ver true vat 



* Ex c I s E , A hateful' tax levied' upon Commodi- 
ties, an^ adjudged not by the common judges of 
property, but wretches hired by thofe to whom 
cxcife is paid. Johnson's Dictionary. 

K Dodteur 
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Dodteur J n fey of you f, Dat you 

be one Bougre of die utmoft Infamic, 
. an:d<kt you be oiie Vretc6 hir6 to juftife 
de Cour. Monfieur SAY demaiuie of 
me, vor vat I af&onte him in his own 
houfe. Den I draw my fordfi vor ray 
propre defence, but Monfieur S AY tak£ 
my fords from me Begar, and break it 
over my heade, and den he and hisDiable 
kickfi me down ftairg Jaraie. 

After dis, to refre(h6 and xecruitg my 
Ipirit, 1 go to one Beer-houfe, and do call(6 
vor <uie coup of Liqueur, and do entter 
into converfation vit one Jentleman dat was 
fuming his pipg at de firefide, and dis Jen- 
tleman ave but one eye^ one Jegg, and one 
iarm£. And de grand conteftation and de 
ver high vord6 arife about de gloire of de 
grand Monarche, and of de Francb6 na- 
tion, iuid de Jendeman demandjg of me, 
Vatl be? I tella him^ I be one Marquis 
of France, and one Chevalier of de order 
fof St. Louis; and den demands of :hun6 



♦ G A z E TT E E R . It was latclf a term of the ut- 
moft infamy, being ufually -applied to wretclres that 
<w«7c h&ped to vindicate Use Court. Ibid. 

Vat 



Vat be y.Qij ? and Jap tella fijie, dat he h,^ 
on^ )Liewft:nafijt ojf ppe man of Var, 4at he 
lofepRejeye at Gi^ Bf jetgn^ one arfn6 in 
the qoiwb^t yijt Mo^^r 9t^^> fff4 9^f 
15^ at M&ri^wque, m^ ^H h^ }pe at pjrer 
few on his h^f-p^, and d^t he aye, ber 
^e, poe filMtU^^ie^f^9n pf 'JTirty Uyre flterr 
Jin a year. Dep 1 f^y tp hjra ; Jan Fpiitr^e, 
I fee my oyvfi Maty6, bffX yojf ^e one O^^yf 
hire to pfeey yottr M^tx€ ; i^oajp^ J -rrrn:?? 
tella m>^ &>f, mdf^^X yp^be 9nje Tr^itre 
K>yourg9^ifttryBegar. Pe Jentlemap /^ay 
.^otiog, bu,t yit fcis ftMijap^ k^odce me 
^4ow.n, ^^d ,4riy6 .tree of njy teet ^Qwxx 
my trpatfi. 

>yer3yell,aildis,ver^weU. JJ^^eone nip^^f^ 
i^;nyjbede, and yen I b^e tecpyerife, IJ^e 
oioe mctraiiiggjoeAy^ti^mentYo/ (Je 
fumers of Oats, to meet together jadeSiin- 
Tp^ve.r,n, ■Gheapficje, to gonfult^ on .deir 
fpec^l affaire. I confu^t de gr^nd p^r 
xwaire.of.disJEtoaeur J-rrrn, ^d I jfee 

* Pen Si o N . An alloy/ance made to.any one with- 
out an equivalent. In Engfand It is generally , lip- 
derftood to mean pay given to a ftate hireling for 
ti:eaC3Ji40'his!cpunt.ly..-r--rP.^ N.J5 1,0 n e^r. A 8^X« ^^ 
,flate liked fcy a.fli jqnd .to ,o,bey hjs Matter. * tkK* ' 
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dat Oats be de food of de horf6 in Eng- 
land6, but of the peuple in Scotlandc *. 
Le Diable, fay I to myfelf, do de Engli(h 
horf6and deScottiftimans meet and drink6 
togeder in dis country ! Begar I will go 
fee dis Mervielle. Veil, I go to de Caberet 
at de hour, and fee ver few Scottiftimans, 
and ver many Englilhmans, but not one 
Horf6 nor one Mar6. I vait a long time, 
and at laft I fay to fome, dat I tought were 
Englifhraans, by deir broad face and deir 
great belly : Vat Jentlemens be all your 
Horfe ficke or take phy fickc, dat you come 
here in deir place, and be de reprefentative 
of de Horf6? But dey tink6 I do aflSrontfi 
dem, and dey d — n my eyes, and k\ck6 
me, and cufF6 me, and bruif6 me fo, dat 
I be took up for dead6, and do keep my 
bed6 ever fmc6: 

But, Monfieur my Apoticaire tella me, 
dat dis Dofteur J — — n, be himfelf, ten 
tim6 one greater flav6 to his Matr6, and 
ten tim6 one greater Traitr6 to his country 
dan de Lieutenant of de (hip of Var vit- 

*Oats. a grain which in England, is generally gi- 
ireii to horfesy but in Scotland fupports the people. lb. 

one 
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one eye, one arm6, and one leg6 ; vor dat 
he ave got one penfion of Tree Hundred 
Livre fterling a year, vor de writing of de 
nonfenfe and de grand ftufF6 ; vereas de 
poor Lieutenant dat lof6 one half of him- 
felfe, in de fervice of his country, ave got 
but Tirty . Derefore, Monfieur, mon Cher 
Ami, I befeecha you to fiI6 one bill6 in 

Chancery againft dis fa^d Dodteur S -1 

J n, vor dat He, vit his vilain Difti- 

onaire, vilfully and vit malice propenfe, 
ave cheat6, deceiv6, and abuf6 me fo, dat 
I ave got my heade and ford6 brok6, my 
teet knocks down my troat6, and myfelf 
fo kick6, cufF6, and bruif6, dat I keep my 
bede, and ave lof6 all my time and bus'neflfe ; 
and dat you will oblige him, the faid Doc-^ 

teur S 1 J n, to mak6 compenfation 

fufficient to me vor all my domage, out 
of de pay giv6 to hime, as hireling of de 
flajte vor treafon to his country, and to de- 
mands my pardon in the publique papier^ 
and likevife to make de neceflaire changfe 
in his Di6tionaire. 

lave de Honeur to he^ 

Vit all Re/pea pjfible^ 
Monfieur^ Tour very foumble Seruucur ^ 



tely puilifiiJ, *r JAMES WILLIAMS. BookfcUer, 
in Skinner-Row, Price 4$. 4CI. bound. 

THE 

Farrier's and Horfeman's 

COMPLETE 

)ICTIONARY. 

CONTAINING, 

c 

he Ai^T of FARRi^RY in all k« Branches^ 
with whatever relates to the Menage, and 
to the Knowledge^ 3r^^ding, Feeding, and 
J)i^ting.cf HqtTciScj 

As 4pUv(er,ed by 

Gri B S O N . A ^'^ ^ '^ ^ ^^»* 

3}j,w>.0iN, f» 5,l«AP^, and q^hcrs^^ 

The bcft Writers upon thefe Subjefts* 

\y THOMAS WALLIS, Surgeon. 
T.H-E THIRD E©lTi©^. 



*Juft Puhlijbed, Price 3s. ^d, hound, 
ANEW 

POCKET DICTIONARY 

• O F T H E .\ 

French and English LANGUAGES. 

IN TWO PARTS 

FRENCH |eNGI. ISH 

AND *? AND 

ENGLISH # FRENCH. 



CCKNTAINING 

All WORDS of general Ufe, and autho- 
rized by the bell Writers. 

AS ALSO 

Diftingniflilng the feveral Parts of Speech, with the 

Gender of Nouns in the French Language. 

TO WHICH ARE ADDED, 

The ACCENTS of the Englijb Words for the Ufe 
of Foreigners, "and an*ALP HA Bfti^Ti'c At List of v 
the 'ihoft corahion- Chriftian Nanjef- ivfth ^eir 
ufual A'B B R E V I A r 10 N s,. , ; . . ' ' ' ^ : A^ 

Carefully compiled from the moftajijirbfttJ^^S^c^^i*^^ 
R I E s , Frl^nch and Englijh^ ^rm'p}kxYfii^im. of 

, the Royal Academy at P^mj arid J <y4*=sdN^$; 
Dictionary. --"^^^ 

•■■ ■ :■•-:.-:-.-: • • ^s 

Bv THOMAS NHG^MT, LL.D.. ] 

iA new Edition, coriedled.aiii greatly impt»V«? 

. By J OHT^ -'KSft^XlC; ' 



1 



^tl 



Lbi?ox L: 








